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‘[.Qaesti‘imd and zthbwers.]v o
() Apart from weaving, which is far the'most important cottage indiustry
. in the. Province, no scheme has -yet been prepared for the development of 511(?11

: industries. P TR S
 ofbabata} ™" The  Hon'ble Babu Adit Prashad Singh asked — L
“ ‘() Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement
showing how many of the convicts who were tried \under the Defence of Indis
Act il Shahabad Bakrid riot cases, are still' undergoing sentences ' of m*
prionment P T I SRR
... (8)_Are the Government aware that strong hiopes have, been aroused the
mercy will be shown towards these prisoners in view of the Royal Proclgmation
of December last ? - - ' : SR i

(¢) Do the Government propose to-include-these cases within the ,scopﬂ"o

the clemency granted by the Royal Proclamation ? ' !
Reply by the Hon’ble Mr. Rainy :— .
~ - {a) Out of 2,260 persons originally convigted by.the Special Trib®

nals, 1,054 are still undergoing sentences of imprisonment,

(%) and (¢) In paragraph 6 of His -Proclamation; His Majesty‘the;Kiﬂg_
Emperor has directed that His Royal clemency to political offenders sh bt
exercised in the fullest measure compatible with the publio safoty, and the 81
- paragraph refers to * those who in'their eagerness for political i)rogress -hav!
' broken the law,” and to * persons who for offences against the State- or 10de
any special or emergency legislation are suffering' imprisonment or restriotioB
upon their liberty . The scope of the amnesty is sufficiently defined in‘the wo}'.‘_l
quoted. The persons convicted in the course of the riots which took. Pli"ce e
thp Patna Dlvmor} at the Bakrid of 1917 were not political offenders; th
‘ . erimes were nof directed against Government, and Jhey were~ actuated no

_ any desire -for political progress but by religicus fanaticism, They 0887
therefore claim to benefit ¥ the Royal clemency which hag. been ex,tended'%to
- offenders of a different class. They were convicted of offences not uynder 8%
special law bub under the Indian Penal 'Oodé,‘"'including" daedity in- some C8%°

accompanied by murder, robbery, arson, the. destruction op . defilemenit
mosques, causing grfeyous hurt and migchief, Thejy offences were eomtn‘wted
uot in the heat of a dispute about kurbans, but in the course of unprovo
attacks after the Bakrid' was over on upwords: of 150 Muham dl'mpvii':‘uf""'e
1n many of which there was not-even 4 suspicion that %uphams Iﬂadmi, ot PO
formed, The persons in jail represent a ve auy 1ac e th

L ery insienifie. : :
large mob which took part in these excestses:.y 'mSIPI_ni;cant Proportion o .
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_ ¢ vernment have from the first et ign
Ui st of s v s oS £ e 20
ftend mercy as far as possible those AN e
At the end 0"’; the year ]?918 2 even to those whose offences were more 591‘1.
(¢} all persons und

Government directed the relense of—

er twe ( 8s th o reparded
specially criminal, and n .ye.ars_of agg, toless they. were rega;rded
-+ (#8) all persons w )

ho had been * sentenced to twe e . . e
three years or less. > 4d been sehté?ced to lmprisonment, forfipenf’ds

Again on ‘the'occasion of the peace ceieb 1on8 Corvmos
a remission of three years to all pegsons who 1;:21?: ssegi?ev:g?dfn gcl:ttegf‘tgn

imprisonment not exceeding six years and £ ' N de
On both  oceasions o1l persogs ‘ ove? 5% half their sentence to the rema:m@;

reported to be bad, were released. - years of age, Whose h"a’l"h

in his 7 : ' stil . confin wout
not in his judgment he compatible with the pubI}c‘:ﬁg:éy conlgn 2;%2“; , :Wv-iﬂ"f;;
f grave anxiety to Governm®®”
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