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"THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF THE GO {ERNOR

OF .

BIHAR AND ORISSA, - ”

r—— G—

Thursday, thg 15th February™ 1934,

The Council met in the Council Chamber at Patna at 11 a,m.,
the Hon’ble the President in the Chair.

\ Y v

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

NUMBER OF THANAS, INSPECTORS, SUB-INSPECTORS AND ASSISTANT
SUB-INSPECTORS OF POLICE WITHIN THE JURISDICIION OF
JAMSHEDPUR SUBDIVIS{ON, ETC. '

13. Mz. MUBAMMAD. YONUS*: Will Government be
pleased to state— = - -

(@) how many thanas are there within the jurisdiction of
Jamshedpur subdivision ;

~ (b) how many inspectors, sub-inspectors and assistant sub-
inspectors of police are there in the subdivision of Jamshedpur ;

(¢) what local allowances the inspectors, sub-inspectors and

. assistant sub-inspectors of police are getting there ;

(d) the names of the inspectors, sub-inspectors and assi
i PO LA ~ SS
sub-inspectors of police in Jamshedpur subdivision ; and tstant

(e) the population of the Jamshedpur subdivisi ivine
details of the various denominations to which theyllv;::llc?rlllo §Wm°
=]

Mgr. P. C. TALLENTS: (@) There are eight police-stations.

(b) and (c) There is one divisional inspector o
allowance of Rs. 45. ! who draws an .

» In the absence of tl.e questiener, the anstwer wog i ; —
, ! -6 ape s giten at . )
Eaths Mohan Sizha, ghren al tlo ieque:t of Uiyba

1
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[ﬁQn: B, Nirsu Narayan Sinha]

o } [ . . . ) . .
The Hon'ble Babu NIRSU. NABAYAN SINHA: ir, £
how move : ’

‘ fhab the amendménb to Standing Order 72 bé passéd.
. The Hon’ble the PRESIDENT: The question is +
- _ That the amendment to Standing Order 72 be passed.
' The motion was adopted:

HOTION UNDER RULE 24-A RE’ §ITUATION ARISING 60T
OF THE RECENT EARTHQUAKE—contd. -

. _Babu CHANDRESHVAR PRASHAD NARAYAN
SINHA : S8ir, you remember that I had stopped yesterday whern
1 was speaking about the necessity of survey operations to be
started as. quickly as possible and finished as quickly as possible.
I had guite a’lot to say about the survey, bub as I feel that
Governmeént have already taken -action to start ity I do not
think I should dwell upon it for a long time 3 but I would just
mention a few things that seem necessary to me, While the
survey parby is doing its work, it should keep in mind if ther
are certain sifes or aveas, specially in the affected area of
Sitamarhi and a pait of Madhubani, .where, if necessary, the
work of rescue could be done. I want that swch selection of site
should be done quite early, so that sufficient amount of foodstuff
eould’ be stored for all emergency that may arise during floods.
I think although the task seems to be very great, we have got no
alternative but to face it. We may have o make arrangements-
for the food-supply of not only human beings but also cattle. We
cannot neglect this latter class of living organism for the simple
reason that the entire cultivation wrould depend on their existences

Another important point which I would like to be noted is*
that we should from now arrange to have a flotilia of boats almost
on all strategic points. In thig connection, I might mention that
we ourselves have gone in for a large nuinber of boats in our own-
district board, and Y hope similar thin g should be done elsewhere,
Here I cannot but' mentjon what evervone of the members and
you, Sir, yourself must have seen in the Statesman of to-day.
‘We are ail asvare of the fact that only four days back a repetition:
of earthguake in Nepal has, submerged one whole town knowm
as Kirtipur. Sitamarhi itself felt the shock badly. where water
agoin gushed out from the fissures and the water geysers, I hop
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you will tolerate me for repeating the same facts for a couple of
minutes, when I say that in Sitamarhi people live not only on
nerves but worse than that. The land there is practically
trembling all the time and whenever there is any noise or rumbls

ing sound or a shock, you can understand what a panicky .condi-

tion is created there. I mention this becapse whilé the shrvey
is going on there, I would like that the information gathered by

the people undertaking this survey should at on¢e be conveyed 6o

the District Officers, not when the report is somplete but as they

go on from day to day, 4#id that should he made available if
. Ppossible to the people through some agency,

Another important thing about Sitamarhi is that it has ita
own problem, "The site of the town, as is wgll-known to Governs .
ment, is for all practical purposes considered to bhe unfit for -
re-habitation, but at the same timo I have seen myself that many
people have started the work of repair. I do not say thaf if it is
not necessary, they must evacuate the site, but if Government
feel convinced after the report of the Geological Party and the
people who wonld now be engaged in the survey work that the
site is absolutely unfit for habitation, early steps should be taken
- to ensure that no more money cis invested there. ‘-

I would now at once paison to the second great problem of
which mention was ‘made by me yesterday, and that is the damagé
to fields, You know, 8ir, that sand in enormous quantity~ got
itself deposited on the arable ‘lands. You are also aware that in
this part of our province, -the pressure of population on land has
been quite great, That being so, itis not possible for us to say.
or imagine that it does pot matter if one or two districts g0
desert. After all, we do not contemplate that we are going to
neglect a very large number of people. The question surely then
would be what to do and how to do, ) .

I bave myself been considering this point. Some people
throw & suggestion that it is possible for the present that ars and
dhurs could be raised with the help of the sand that has comé
out. You can see, Sir, that that is an crroneous idea ; as soon
as the floods come, as'soon as the rainy scason starts, all the
labour would be lost. The sand will ﬁ.gain flow to the fiedds and
get deposited there. We cannct, therefore, think of raising
ars and dhurs, The other suggestion thrown out has been that
we can build up the roa;ds. Or improve . the. flanks of the roads
with the sand, That again is fraught with the same difficulty
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-1nasmuch as it will increase the difficulty of traffic enormously.
: bg only practical solution which appears to me is one of tank
filling. T think we have no other alternative but to excavate tanks
and whatever mutti is taken out of the tanks should be spread
over the fields from where the sand has been taken and the
tanks filled. That is the only practical method by which we can
dispose of the sand with any chance of permanency. It may
be argued that this process will be difficult on account of the

~ fact that Bihar amd specially North Bihar has very small

holdings. In a situation like this, I think Government will
have to pass some enabling Act investing them with powers
to have quick land acquisition proceedings or to declare
=—I should not say martial rule—but some sort of emergency
. upder which they could operate upon the private lands, Of

~ ‘course,, I do not.forget that the people whose lands will be used

" for excavating tanks will have to be sufficiently compensated.
This system has another merit, that it will employ a very large
number of labour, which although is not a problem at present,
may become a menacing problem a few months hence. This
will also be beneficial to those that are feeling the diffculty
and who have to depend on the land. Their condition will be.
restored and that restoration will naturally improve the
condition of those that are directiy.j?"g;ir indirectly dependent on
cultivation. Now, so far as funds are concemed, I would only
attempt to give at this stage a rongh idea of the requirements,
It is very difficult to give any correct estimate at this stage.
I should have left this task for the people who would be engaged
on survey work but ag I feel, our Goverament will have to go
up to the India Government for some grants, they should have
some rough idea of at lcast the extent of their requirements.
My own impression s that, roughly speaking, the Sitamarhi
subdivisjon wonld require something in the neighbourhood of
a crore of rupees for “this purpose and probably half a crore
would be required for the part, of Sadr and a small portion of
Hajipur including Patepur thana, I have seen a part of the

. Darbhanga district and, of course, the whole of Muzaffarpur, and

I think that those who come from Darbhanga will bear me oub
that although the requirements of Darbhanga will be equally
great, 4t will be a little ~less in proportion and my own
lmpression iss which T think, will be borne out by the loca;
officials, that Darbhanga, - would require about .a crore O%.
rupees for this purpose and balf a crore would sce through the
work of Champaran and Saran angd probably a gqnarter for the
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rest of North Bihar. Taking all together, this gives us about
3 crores and a quarfer. I have based my figure on the few
experiments that were made by Mr. G. N. Basu of Pupmn,
Mr. Parr of Harsinghpur in the district of Darbhanga and by
us on our estate. The average espenditure of the removal of
sand is about Rs. 50 a bigha. The cost of @igging tanks and
lifting mutti would be another Rs. 50 or so. We can rougbly, -
therefore, take it that about Rs. 100 a bigha would be required
for this purpose. : :

Mr. A. C. DAVIES: To what depth of sand ?

Babu CHANDRESHVAR PRASHAD NARAYAN
SINHA : As Isaid yesterday that the depth of sand has been vary-
ing from something like 6 inches to 6 feet. The amount to be spent -
will also vary in thesame way. The figureI am giving is only the
average of what would be required. We have known that where
the sand is only a few inches thick, the cost would be about
Rs. 10 or s0; where it is 4 or 5 feet or 6 feet, it is much more
than Rs. 100, But on the average we take it that about Rs. 50
a bigha can be taken for calculation as the basis. The question
is whether it is worthwhile to spend Rs. 100 per bigha on a work
like this. I do not think tha#’inuch argument is needed on that.
Surely we do not mean to thitk that we will allow the neople
who have depended on those lands to die, nor can we think that
we can arrange migration for such a large number of people,
Then, again, we know that the lands that have becn damaged
were the best of lands that could yield something like 60 maunds
of paddy per bigha and that they were worth more than Rs. 1,000.
If we can reclaim them only by spending about Rs. 100 per

bigha, we should copsider it worthwhile to do.

The third problem to which I would come is what we have
got to do for the housing and for advancing loans to those that
Areé €VeL NOW In a position to take loans and rebuild themsélves.
You know that mainly we can divide the class of people who
ha;ve suffered under four heads—the vrdinary labourer, the
middleclass men (that would include big raiyats, the small
zamindars and the small capitalists), then the bigger zamipdars
and planters, and the bigger capitalists. So far as labouris
concerned, as I have just now mentijoned, it has not suffered at
present. On the other band, there is a very great demand for
labour now.a days, and I consider {hat for the moment they are
better off than what they were before, The middleclass men

3 | 76 LCD
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‘Have been the hardest hit. On account of the depression ibey had
10t laid by anything either in the shape of money or in the
shape of food stuffs, Whatever they themselves had earned before
or their ancestors had left for them were invested in house
property which, as T have already described, they have lost.
They were the people who had not built their Tiouses with
concrele or cement.. Theirs were the mud and brick built bouses
-and they were the people who have lost their all—in life and
property.  Bub with all this, Iy own experience has been, when
I went to those areas, that if wo ask them if they would accept
any gratuitous help—they. would say ‘no’. T ‘have even come
‘across eases where the whole family has starved for full two days
and yet would not, accept anything from the relief parties working
tbere, - This class of people have still left in them a sensé of
-prestige which does not allow them to ask for anything gratis
.or aceept any help free. For them we must start giving loans
s soon as we can arrange them. No time should be lost cn
Abis, I want to lay as much emphasis as possibly I ecan
command on this point, and urge the Government to take
Ammediate steps to start loan for this class of people.

- You will realize that now_coming to the: bigger people
I mean the bigger zamindars'.é?;f-’d planters, I have only to say
‘that exceptions have becn found in other cases but exception
in their case is almost nil. They have, one and all, suffered.
You will bardly find any European planter with any house or
any Indian zamindar with anything which they can live under.
Now these people will again require, not all of them but surely
‘Some of them, some prop and I think it is fair that they ShOUI_d
be helped to put themselves as far as practicable in such a posi-
tion as will enable them to pull up by themselves. If we lcave
‘them at the lurch at present, they will be lost for ever, On the
‘other hand, if whatever assistance is required is given to them
‘now, I am sure, they will arrange the rest for themselves.
_Another advantage of advancing loans to these people is that
they will fJe able to employ other class of workers and their
-problem will be automatically solved, If labour has not been
2 great problem in this Province, it is only hecause that we hag
had a very large number of middle class and zamindars an

ho
planters wlio coyld employ a very Jare ar of people W
_exist here, - P Yy a very large number

' If they do ﬂotAget;some-assistance the . question would be
. Whethep they are to maintain the stai’f. and . workers thex had
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emuloyed so far. - If they do not, for want of finaucs, they cannot
also start the work of reconstruction. I hope the whole Council
will give me their valuable support in this demand as it is oaly
a question of financing loan and not spending money which will
never return to either the provincial coffers or to the Imperial
Government. So far as loan is concerned, I +will say that it
should not be on a bigh rate of interest. It was rightly pointed
out by a friend of mine yesterday that the interest should be as .
low as possible, and I remember he suggested three per cent.
1 say that there is no reason why it should be three per cent.
As far as T understand, the rate of interest on fixed deposit. ab
many places these days is about 2 per cent. I should be glad to
be corrected if that is incorrect. If that is so, it means that s
very large amount of money is lying idle gomewhere. . Govern=
ment should find that out and I would suggest that the rate of
interest should be 2} per cent and the loan advacced should be
Dayable in the course of %0 years. Asan alternative if this is
considered too low a rate of interest, which I personally do not,
then I would suggest that there should bea sliding scale intro-
duced so fav as the interest is concerned so that the amount could
be increased towards later years. I have discussed these things
1In my own district, and when I sayeso Isay with the authority
of the people that if even a sliding scale is intraduced, they will
agree to that, ¢ '

The fourth problem about which perhaps Government is
already impressedis the problem of local bodies. The municipali-
ties have got to rebuild themselves. I'he district boards have-

- suffered terribly and sufficient funds have got to be found out
for them to put them in their proper- and the former position.
Here again, I should like fo give some idea of the requirements. .

-We in Muzaffarpur in this short time havo tried to cather fizures -
about our loss and what we would require. Roughly speaking,
what obtains in Muzaffarpur obtains more or less in Da.rbhaug.?&.
and the same in a lgsser degrec obtains in Motihari, and of
course mgch less in Saran. So, if we have some jdea, in one dis-
trict possibly we could make a rough estimate of what would be.
required in othe.r districts. The roads and bridges in Muzaffar-.
pur would require something like 24-97 lakhs, roughly 25 lakhs.
The building wherein I h.ave included the buildings for schools,
dispensaries, veterinary dispensaries and repafrs to office buildin gs
the cost of which isonly Rs. 20,000 would require another 3 lakhs
and a half. Ihad made & mention of water-supply “and it*



136 MOTION UNDER RULE 24-A RE : EARTHQUAKE
[B. Chandres}1vai~ Pd.cl\’arayan Sinha]

requirements yesterday. On that score our requirements would
be nearly Rs. 70,000. If we add all this up, it comes to about 29-17
lakhs, we can say in round figures Rs. 30 lakhs. Darbhanga
would require another 20 or 25, Champaran and Saran presuma-
bly 10 and others about 5. 'We.can ronghly say that for aboub
60 or 70 Jakhs we would be able to rebuild things so far as dis-
trict boards were concerned. I cannot give any figures for the
municipalities, for t{heir problem is a problem of only town-
planning and mending the roads and improving their water-
supply if that has been found defective, 1 believe Government
will have those figures earlier than I would attempt to do.

- I have, therefore, Sir, given you my idea of the damage, the
requirement as far as it comes to me and what funds would be
required for them.

To sum up, I would require, in the first instance, (1) the
survey to be finished as quickly as possible. (2) The sand must
be removed without any loss of time sothat the fields can be
prepared for the next season. (8) The third thing is that the
district hoards and municipalities must be definitely told to start
work and finance promised. (4) The fourth which is almost
connected with the survey and::of which I made a mention
yesterday is that arraugements for the drzinage of water should
be done as quickly as possible. (5) The fifth is the most

Important item of reqnirement. The arrangement for advancing

loans cannof he -delayed. It must be started much ahead of
rains.

It is not possible for me at thig stage to point out where the
funds could come from. This is a big problem and I am sure
that Government is alive to that. We can only throw a sugges-
tion that it must be partly in the shape of grant from the

cannot wait for that. I also want
my seat that all our ideas “are bage
tion at this stage. But I hope that subsequent verification will
not lead to very great variations, But granting that it did—
though I am not prepared to admit for a ?noment that anything

. at all been exaggerated, but
granting for & moment that it hag heon so if you arrange for

to point out before I resume
d on our incomn plete informa-
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more raoney than the actual needs, nobody will snatch that
away. It will remain there. 1t may either be returned to the
source from which it comes or spent on some other profitable
scheme.

When T have said this, I fcel that before I complete my
requests, I should make a last appeal to Government &s well
as to the people of this province. I feel and I sincerély believe
that this is o time of our national disastgr. 'We are faced with
a national calamity, and we have got to deal with this problem
in that spirit. I would ask Government to take non-officials
in the fullest of confidence and I would at the same time
request all non-official agencies to co-operate with the work
of reconstruction that has to be undertaken by Government.
If this is not done, there is always the chance of over-lapping,
or something left undone for want of information. If I had
not felt that the work that is so far getting on does need this
sort of spirit on the part of both, I should not have ventnred
to make this appeal. At the same time I realize that the task
of Government and the non-officials engaged on this work is
tremendous and they have their own difficulties, but noharm
would be done by having complete co-operation so faras this
matter is concerned withdut any distinetion of political views
‘or other considerations that ordinarily weigh with us.

Lastly, I am compelled to take notice of what has appeared
in the press today about the statement which was signed and
published by some of us including the leader of the opposition,
Mr. Sachchidananda Sinha. Pandit Jawahir Lal Nehru who
kindly visited our affected areas has criticised that  chit ’ and ia
the course of his criticism bas mentioned at one place * that the
immediate steps and measures that could have been taken at the
time when the havoc occurred or after that were not taken”. He
has mentioned at another place that even the District Officers
who wauted to take quick action had no assistance from
their Government. This is entirely a matter for Government
to say whether they had that -assistance or not. So far as
we are concerned we again .want to repeat what we had
published before and what I mentioned yesterday that wo
bad complete satisfaction that they were taking such-actions as
they could humanly take wuoder those circumstances. Fver
since then I have found myself that whenever I have gone with
any demand or project to my Commissioner, I have found him
readily pushmg that on to the Government and doing things for
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me without any hesitation. - He ia the one man who has neither
spared himself nor allowed others to sparé themselves. We had
‘had no difference so far and that the spirit in which we have
worked is praiseworthy. But when we have said nll this, I must
" also say that Government should not feel that {lat is all. ‘1he
-Bame spirit, the same efficiency has got'to be maintained until the
Teconstruction has been completed.

: The Hon'ble the PRESIDENT: I have just . received
a request from Babu’ Lalita Prashad Chaudhuri who isill to
ailow him to bhave bhis speech read either by Mr. Sinha or Rai
Bahadur Shyamnandan Sahay, and I ask Rai Babadur Shyant-
nandan Sahay to read that speech. :

Babu LALITA PRASHAD CHAUDHURL®: Sir, inrspeaking
on this topic I being the only member present frow the district of
Champaran' from the rural constituency Non-Muhammadan or
Muhammadan shall plead for patience on the part of the House
to give me an opportunity to place before you a correct picture of
the devastation caused by the terrible earthquake of appalling
misery and distress which the people have suffered in my part of
the country. Here I propose to deal with the condition of my
constituency, my district and the town in which I live.

Sir, T learn that there has been a tendency,to minimise the
magnitude of the losses suffered by us, and the miscrable plight
of the people of the place. I am afraid that the case of the
people whom I represent has not been truly:and correctly placed
before the public and the Government uptill now, and their real
condition has not been brought home to the authorities, '

Sir, the state of affairs of Monghyr and Muzaffarpur has
naturally attracted foremcst attention becausc of the large
number of deaths in those towns, But, 8ir, the tale of woe and
misery of my part of the country has been none the less, Though
the death roll has not been so high as elsew here, but considering
the size and population of the town of Motihari, I think it has
suffered not less than any other place. Oneof the main reasons
of smaller number of deaths in the town of Motihari has been
the oxistence of very wide roads running across the town. These
roads, although flooded with sprout water coming out of
numerous fissures, at first afforded ample saf ety to the people who
took their stand on the roadsides. ~But this was not the case in

- _®The spsech was road out by Rui Bahadur Shyamnandan s;h;.;y, with ths permission
of Hon’blg the President. Lo S o ’ :
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Monghyr and Muzaffarpur; so in this respect the town of
Motihari has been fortunate. But the loss to the buildings due
to tho total collapse and irreparable cracks has been as large as in
any town in the province, Not minimising the loss sustained by
. Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga, Monghyr and Sitamarhi, T venture to
say that the fate of Motihari issingular. N6 man can have any idea,
of the town and the villagesand the havoc caused by the earth-
quake without visiting the town and- the, villages themselves.
In fact more woeful are Motihari’s tales than those recounted by
Babu Chandreshvar Prashad Narayan Sinha. As a layman
I can say that it is unsafe to rebuild the houses on the same land
owing to the dangerous cracks of the houses with so many
fissures created everywhere in the town. :

]

_But, Sir, whether the death rollis high or low, wo are
concerned more with the economic condition of the people and
the remedy to deal with the appalling condition of misery and
distress that has overtaken them. :

Sir, our condition had already been rendered entirely bad
before the terrible earthquake occurred. It has occurred at
atime when the people wege hard hit by the visitation of
successive floods. You might be aware, Sir, that between July
and October last year, i.e., 1933, people of the sadr subdivisior
and part of Bettiah subdivision had to suffer thrice from three
successive floods causing great loss to their crops, bkadas,
agahani and rabi. Twice they sowed their dkadai and agahani
crops and twice they were destroyed by heavy floods. The
agahamt paddy crops which they -cultivated very late in the
. season, z_md. for the third time, yielded a return of 50 per cent

only. Again towards the end of OQctober 1933 the rabi Crops
very early suffered heavily on aceount of excessive rainfall. So,
Sir, during the months immediately preceding the earthquake,
as many as six times crops were washed away or damaged. 'Lhe
rabi crops. whick ‘they again sowed after the floods bave
also been damaged as to the extent of 30 per cent . and this
almost on the cve of the season when the people were

holding hopes ot gome vecoyery from their distressed
conditions. - ‘ ‘ N

Sir, coming as it did at the top. of series of visitations of
floods tbat had already caused enormous Joss and rendered the

<«

condition of the peaple entirely miserable, the carthquake has.

increascd the suffering manifold not only of agriculturists but
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also of all classes of people. It has thrown them into the
vertex of misery from which they see no hope of ernergence for
Yery many years to come. Sir, these are devastations of nature.
But  the appalling scenes of distress and devastation the
varthquake has caused have staggered the whole population.
ILigh and low, all havé suffered terribly. Houses of the rich
and poor have been destroyed, clothings and other personal
8oods have been bugied under the debris, Business has been
disturbed and dislocated, 75 per cent of the agricultural heldings
have heen damaged owing to heavy deposits of sands, sugar
mills have becn destroyed or thrown ouf of order, causing loss
to the inill as well as to the cane growers. River beds have risen
above their level, ney channels of water appear to have been
formed with grave danger during the rainy season. In short,
Sir, we have hecome homeless, clothless, foodless, workless and our
whole economic outlooks bave become entirely gloomy. People
have become nervous and are possessed by constant anxieties
of getting help and succour, Where to build thejp houses,
_ either on the olq sitc or mew, hLow to build, whero to fird the

and the busipesg men are anxious to find mougy and stalls and
shops to start theirLusiness now. The cultivator is at a loss as to
what to do with the sugarcane on his land, where to find {he
inoney with. which to clear the sand deposits on his holding,
Where to deposit it, and huw to auginent measures of his
subsistence and again how to find fodder for his cattle,

The landlords, too, in theip tarn,
proprietors, are faced with a difficult situation in the ccllection
of arrears as wel] ag current rents. They are anxious whether
they would beable to fing any money from collection to pay the
Government revenue or their estates wouq be sold up. Besides,
they will find difficulty to make both ends mect, The vast bulk
of the middle classes have been hit hard to an extent never before
oxperienced particulas ly those who have ng substantial amount:
ot cash lmlance with themselves, Al ¢ €88, Sir, will require
help and succour. *h

Particularly the small

We, especially in Motihari ang its
What . would happen during the hot Seasons when fires are likely
10 break ouf, or during the CLsUing rains when the floods
Fequently occur in the locality. These are the problems -that

°

suburbs, are ‘wondering
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are exercising the public mind at the present moment. And
Sir, in surmounting all these difficulties we all look up to the

State for help. It is the State that is capable of dealing with
such mighty problems through mighty efforts.

. The Government has taken steps to. give relief to stricken
people. The Collector in the person of Mr. Marwood, who soon:
after the quake came upon the scene leaving his wife and
children alone, with the help of the other officials ar d non-officials-
of the town organized relief measures and controlled the price -
of foodstuff, salt and kerosene oil so far as was possible at the
time. He has been interested in securing relief measures on.
a large scale. He is sfill devoting days and nights to the task of
relieving the distress of the people, 0

The Government has taken steps to give reliet to . the
stricken people. But the measures which the Government will
have to adopt without loss of time will beon a larger scale.

- Ishall add a word about- immediate relief, The. Ma,r_wa.ri‘
R(]a]i?f Committee left on February 11, bus there is still need of -
relief, ‘

The relief measures which diave 0 far been adopted . will”
have to be augmented many times over and continued for many
months to come. ° _

Now, Sir, I seek the attention of the House, and (o state
the lines on which any relief should procecd. First of all the
Governnient should take immediate steps to provide work to the -
landless labourers or peasants on payment of wages. The labour
population may be employed in removing sand from the agricul-
tural holdings, clearing the debris, and making water outlets
for the rains, and demolishing the damaged houses.

{2) The raiyat should be granted remission of current rents, .
and the realization of all the cesses and taxes including income-.
tax, and canal water tax should be immediately postponed for .
sufficiently long periods to be determined by a committee of
officials and non-officials, ‘ .

With regard to the current and futurerent, the raiyais are
clearly entitled to remission and reduction of rent proportionate
to the area of the holding that has hecome. unfit for cultivation,
and such lands should be declaved as deara lands; and if in the
enquiry such lands are found fit for cultivation, they may be -

4 76 LCD
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assessed with ren%. Loans should be advanced to raiyats at the

minimum rate of Rs, 15 per acre for cultivation expenses
without any interest.

() Sugarcare from the local areas be obtained and supplied
meet the shortage of fodder for cattle free of cost by

Government. In case sugarcane ve not had, fodder should be
imported from outside.

(4) To avert the threatened loss, growers of sugarecane
(on account of tis breakdown of sugar mills and the raiyats
aving a large ares of sugarcape) be supplied with power
machine by Government, the price to bo repaid to the Govern-
ment without interest by instalment system.

(5) The landlord should also be granted remission of _the
land revenue in proportion {o the fall in his rent collection.
Le should also recejye a grant of loan for meeting the expenses
of cultivation of his zirat land or bakasht, at the rate of Rs. 15
Per acre as proposed in the case of the raiyats,

(6) In view of the extent of injuries done to the crops and
the fields as a result of the recent earthquake, the period of civil
certificate decrees in the more affected districts should be
extended for g reasonably dong period. This extension of the

period shoulq include casas of reinstitution of cases and limita-
tion. : . '

(7) Loans should be advanced to the persons for recons-
truction of houses and buildings of permanent nature. But
during the period of suspense when expert opinion_is n.ot
decisively pronounced as to whether the present site is inhabite
able, and the terror which agitates the public mind does nqt
subside and the people  normally restored, buildings of semi-
Permanent structure, nawely, tin sheds are necessary, and that
also requires a, great amount of money to pe advanced to. the

public of urban area as loans without interest. T suggest in
this connection that g committes consistip

of officials and
non-officials be formed to enquire into thg ﬁiela
temporary or Permanent l)uildings, officials should
include the chairman of Motihari and My, . B. Varma,
Bar.-ag-LaW, and myself for the district of Cham

; needed by a large hody of
porsons who have their +0ld homes destroyed, zr 80 d?zmagezlr as
to be quite unfit for habitation. In

such cases th ount ' of
loans should not be lcss than halg of the total am?)uaﬁttn :fn'lqss
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sustained over the damaged buildings and should be made a
charge without interest on the building constructed. As such
loans are needed by the large body of the middle classes
inhabiting urban and suburban areas and rural areas the amount
-advanced to a particular ingividual should be made repayable
within a period of 25 years, the payment of instalment to
commence after the expiry of the fourth year. '

(8) Loans be advanced to the. busines8 men for business
purposes on the security of the landed property.

(9) Loans without interest should bo given on personal
security to professional men and private employees who have
suffered much and have no reserve to fall back upon and find it
difficult to make both ends meet. The amount of such loans
should not be less than Rs. 60 per head of a family annually
besides advances of loans for building their houses. : '

- (10) I have made so far my humble suggestion of the lines
on which relief measures should be proceeded in general.
I shall now crave your indulgence to deal with the special
condition of the houses and the people within the municipality
of Motihari, that is within the grea of over 2,450 buildings besides
the 600 other holdings occupied by the Bettiah Raj, the railways,

and the Government and the open holdings and the huts of the
poor citizens of the population. '

Out of the above 2,450 private buildings, all except three
have been made desertable and are unfit for future habitation.
The houses that have not completely collapsed cannot be said
to be less damaged. For almost all such houses with rare
exceptions have become wholly useless. Some of the buildings
which do not bear any sign of serious damage outwardly have
so much cracked and torn from inside that entrance info them
would be-rngky. My own houses for instance, which to all
appearance give the impression of having escaped damage, have
in fact been so much dawmaged inside that I do not dare to stand
inside for even a minute, Walls have leaned back and.one
fears when one treads inside it Sych buildings are many in
number in the town of Motihari whose materials, if collected,
can be utlh.zed in the construction of new ones by the.owners.
Such premises can be pulled down by - the Tabourer. He and
I should sound & note of warning that we learn the dynamites
are being employed for the demolishing of houses that have
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become -ilninhabffable, but I assert, Sir, that 50 far as Motiha.l;
18 concerned there are very few houses which would deserv:
drastic treatment causing unnecessary loss to the materials.

In this ‘connection T should like to suggest that a thorm;%l;
geological survey of the locality should bo immediately mad.

0 order to ggpertay whether there are dangers ahead. People

Of Motihari ang it suburbs have become panicky on account f;f
80 many alarming reports published in the columns of the prei :
46 is urgently- Decessary that such state of affairs should bf f
once removyeq by an- authoritative statement on behalf o
Government, In this conoection, I may be permitted to draw
© attertion of Government to g - very persistent rumour
that has heen afloat for some time now that the headguarter
of the distpiet of Champaran will be transferred to Bettiah as
the old sites of the town are likely to be condemned. - 8ir, th::
£ Government ‘will add insult to injury. T
would meap, loss to the public of Motihari and the Sadr: Subdi-
Vision of Champara.n, as there are still more than one suitable
sites for the reconstruction of the town or the headquarters. of
g!le' district if a4 all the present site is declared unfit for habita-
that j ave not said anything about- the funds
which the loeallz’odIiesh ?\ ill require for the construcplon of. ;:oa.,ds,
Canals, culyepts aud bridges, say, very impor'bg,nt bridges Joining
otiharj ¢ uzaffarpur and Govindganj may easily be
Constructed oyt of a very small amount for fair weather, These
are of primary importance for the public at large. In my humble
Opinion the Overnwent instead of spending on large scale on

JOvernment buildings should devote great sums to the relief of
the district ‘people. S -

Overnment. For this
it should seck the help of the
Imperial Government and urge thap the Government shonld
rise equal to the 0ccasion when the wanted solicitude of the Goverp-
ment for the People of the country will he Put to a severe test:;
“Govérnment can also earn the poodwil] and contentment of the
-_.‘eople%by timely and adequate help in the Ina W o)
‘sure will go 4 leng way in easing the Political situation of the
‘country. We a]l hope th.a,t the Government will not (ake the
usual plea of the Paucity of fupgg, his is a time ‘that all
shoulq Come in an unstinteq neasare, T need not recgl] the
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way in which the Japanese Government combated similar situa-
tion in their country very recently. It is fresh in our memory
now that the Japanese Government, apart from relying on
charitable contribution, spent a huge sum fo the value of one
arab of rupees, and that when only two districts had suffered
from the earthquake. ° . _

A mightier empire of the British Government can easily do
many times more than what & lesser power had done. In cons
clusion I want fo make some more suggestions to relieve the
distressed people both by way of providing work to the un-
employed, and taking such projects in hand as are essential
for the people of Champaran for their future welfare and safety.
I may suggest that the Gandak embankment wherever it is
damaged should be repaired at once. Some suitable ocanals
connecting the Sikarahana river to those parts of the district
which have the large deposit of sand should be constructed for
irrigation work, if expert opinion supports them, As regards
the settloment of lands to the people for the building purposes,
care should be taken that permanent and old inhabitants be
given preference in settlement. While taking measures for
reconstruction of both rural and urban areas, the importance of
certain ‘measures of ‘immediate relief should not be overlooked,

mean export of food grains and ghee. These things should nof
be allowed to be experted outside the affected area, utility of this
easure is obvious and requires no special pleading. '

One word more and I have done. I think that the number
of deaths in my district is -heavier than that ascertained by the
Government up till now. A private enquiry in town, important
bazars, and some five hundred villages goes to show that nearly
fivg hundréd people have lost their lives, and if fuller enquiry
is made in the remaining affected villages of the district, the.
number. must be fifteen hundred. I make bold to say thap.
the number of deaths may. go up to thousands. Loss of lives
to the cattle is nowhere mentioned, their number is not negli-
gible. My own knowledge based upon an enquiry omly in.
threg hundred villages put the number to eight hundred, so the
whole district especially the aren seriously sffected might have.

suffered the loss of thousands of cattle.

It is very difficult to, ascertain the whole loss which that
district has suffered, but éven a rough. calculation puts the figure
somewhere near 60 (fifty) crores of rupees. All these go to show.
that the work of immediate.rlief to the people and the wWork of
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Teconsttuction involves a large sum of money. From what has
been desired above and the reports published in the press, it is no
denying the fact that a serious famine ig threatening the district
in the near future. ‘Government must be Prepared to face the
situation developing day by day. I again make a fervent appeal
to the Government to rise to the oceasion for justification of its
existence in this critical period of the life, when people particu-
larly of the middle classes preferred death by earthquake to
death by starvation and untold miseries,

Mr. W. H. MEYRICK : Sir, I regret Yesterday I was not
in the House when the Hon’ble Mr. N. N. Sinha was speaking
about Motihari, but I understand that he said that 1 -would
supplement what he_had said, later on. I will endeavour to do S0
fo the best of my ability, although much of what I had to say
has been said by the last speaker, and I will be as brief as I can
in what I have to say. I think there are many people here in
this House and elsewhere who do not know much about Motihari
or what the real position is there. The town itself is rather
a scattered one, but the main part of the town is on the lake-side,
There are two. big lakes and everybody knows that the lake areas
got the worst shock more than any other parts, and as a result
practically the whole town has gone and no residences are left
fit to live in, and the worst is that ‘there is no possibility of our
being able to build on that site again. But what I would like to
emphasise is the prompt action taken by the officials straightaway,
Indians and Buropeans alike. They were at once on the scene
of action, and I should like to say as briefly as possible what they
did and how they set about this very difficult task. The position
was aggravated in this way. Communications, telegraphic as
well as ruads'and railway, were all broken. Wedid not know
what had happened outside Motihari.. From news we had it
appeared that the .whole of the railway from Paleza Ghat
and from S8emaria Ghat might have been completely ruined, and
there was a possibility of our practically not being able to ‘get
our supplies for months, excepting possibly by road, ‘

housing of all these people—practically the Whole population—
apd geiting them temporary sheltess. Everybody had to—
Practically everybody—spend that fipst night in the open, making
the best arrangement he could under the very difficult circum s-
tances. What the suffering was can well be imagined, but it was
alleviated to a large extent by the arrangements made and gettin g
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assistance from outside in thé way of grass; bamboos and other
things needed to make temporary huts to house the people. The
District Officer at once divided up the town into wards putting
a captain in charge of each ward. That captain was told to enlist
people as volunteers to work with him. - His duties were, after
rescuing the injured, to makee-arrangements for the removal of
the dead, and to make arrangements for drinking water, and
generally to divide up his party into guards for day and for night
and to see that no property was looted. This work was ver
efficiently carried out, but at the same time I don’t think that
the result would have been so satisfactory, had it not been for the
very prompt action taken by the police. ‘I dare say you may
have seen in today’s paper about the looting in Nepal and what -
extreme measures they have had to take to stop it. Eighty-one
looters have been shot. In Motihari, practically in the whole
town, except for the very minor number of cases there has been
no real looting. Certainly, in Motihari the police have worked so
satisfactorily that we feel quite safe in regard to our property,
and everybody had their property lying in the ruins or on the
roadside where they were temporarily camping. In each ward in
the party of volunteers there was a doctor or someone with medical
knowledge who assisted in the work voluntarily for the relief,
giving his services free. e '

One of our biggest anxieties naturally after the injured and
the housing was the feeding, and not knowing what had happened to
the railway it was very difficult, especially as the stock in- the
town was very low, to be able to cope with the situation for long.
A food control department was at once started and prices were .
controlled, but our difficulty was how to give people confidence.
to bring in the foodstuffs, ~Roads were so broken and bridges
were. so damaged that carting of grain was impossible. "What
could be'brpught in had to be brought in by people on their..
heads. This work was done very satisfactorily, thanks to the
staff of the Bettiah Raj and the Madhuban estate who by giving .
their assistance persuaded people to bring in their grain pointing -
out that there was no danger to their lives, and further the prices
they would get would be adequate. .As a result of the arrange-
ments made we found that very soon we were able to remove all
control and that there had been no. profiteering on food except
in minor cases Where it was nipped in the bud at once. ‘

Another anxiety was that of kerosene oil a,xid',saltj—'-‘twd'very
great neceseities, and this was aggrayated by -the fact that Nepal -
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as a'rule takes all its supplies from our district Champaran.
The railway being broken the supplies for N epal were cut off,
and the result of that was that N epal was ready to pay any
Pprice for these ¢ommodities and prices went up, of salt to double,
that is salt Rs. 12 to Rs. 14 a bag, and kerosene oil RA. 6 to
Bs. 7 atin. With these attractive rates there was every prospect
of what few supplies we had in Sadr Champaran’ being drained
into Nepal. Therefore, very strict control had to be put over
these two articles by sérving notices on everybody with stocks
not to sell without permits. Needless® to say there were some
people who did not disclose all their stocks, but the system of
permits- worked so- satisfactorily that after some days they
found that they could not dispose of these concealed stocks
without permits and, therefore, they declared t];em angl came
under control. Why the permits worked so satisfactorily was"
that the scouts and ~others picketed the roads all round tlie
town and when anybody taking out a bag of salt or a tin of
kerosene o0il had noba permit with bim, they knew that
this had come from concealed stock. This worked so satis-
factorily, the resnlt being they gave wup the temporarily
concealed stocks, and we were able to make arrangements for
sufficient supplies not only for the town but for villages outside.

e had to have 4 chain of guard8 in every village, along the.
border to prevent food from going through, and this was done by
the kelp given to ug by the Assistant Food Controllers whom we
had in every thana. The Police gave considerable help in
stopping any smuggling of that sort and controlling prices and
assisting us in every  way. DBesides; many other gentlemen
worked with us in'the relief measures. I don’t think there is any
need for me to - say anything about that. They. have already
béen described and: I think wha is being done in every town has
been done-in Motihari, and there is a Central Relief Committee
working with its branches in each thana’; and not only that,"
there are others from outside coming into Motihari with money
and foodstuff and clothing and so on, and they have co-operated
wonderfully with the officials, so there should not be ovei-
lapping. The assistance given by these agencies has already
been mentioned but they found' that after working there for
sometime their duties in the town were do

3 . ne. They asked to ga
out tothe villages and help, and got theinformatiog they wantgd
and now are working outside.

They are iding temporary”
houses free to those who cannot afforg t, gﬁ’c"tffézl up Pthemy.
selves, The difficulty of getting hamboos and grass for making-
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temporary huts had to be faced, and the idea was to make two
big yards to which these articles could be bought at reasonable
rates. The idea of the yards, however, was given up and the
cartloads of bamboos, grass, etc., were sent into the town and sold
there.

-]

All these arrangements worked satisfactorily. No profiteer-
ing in bamboos or khar or other grasses took place. The price
of bamboo never exceeded Lis. 16 per hundred and now it has
dropped as low as 10 and 13 per cent. You will thus realize
how everybody has co-operated in the town of Motihari in

working the arrangements and how satisfactory the rvesult has
been.

Tho losses in the villages have already been mentioned
and I am quite sure that what has been suffered in Muzaffarpur
and Darbhanga has been suffered equally in Motihari. Measures
to meet these have been mentioned also, and there is no need
for me to go over these again. But I do think that some
practical demoustration i required of what the damage s
to the 7abi crop and to what extent tho land has been covered
with sand. The sand has made it, impossible to cultivate these
lands for the next crop. I propose as far as the estate . manage
is concerned which eovers. 70 square miles. in four thanas &o
have an estimate niade of the crop. damaged in each area,
showing what percentage that rabi crop is to. the total cultivable
arca. 1 also propose measuring up. every bit of sand and
cultivable land; that has heen covered by it and partially or totally
ruined. " Sugh.a, demonstration will give a very good idea of the
position, if aot; fur the” whole of Bihar. at any rate for South,
Chiimpaian. ‘ .

- I thaok: Babn Ghandresvar Prashiad Narayan Sinla for.
what be'hasisaid about the planters and I agree with all that
he has.said-that:both zamindars and planters have been very
badly: hit indeed; and I think it is_quite true to say that ther mow
gaods you had the .more you have been bis, 'he man in the-
tatts house has not been hit so much ag the .man who lived in
a pukka building, which. is altogether gone. Thd zamindurs
apd. the-planters, I domot think, will "want in most. cases, any
relief in the form of a gift; but whayt they will want. is assistonco
of Government loans on casy terms. and L think they are
deserving of that help, .., - ° . o Vo

5 . b .. - T8LCD

°
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I have nothing more to say, but I do think that the loss
of property and money is not everything. The loss of those
who lost their relations is a very great loss indeed but the loss
of courage is worst of all. Government should give assistance
not only to the raiyat, to the zamindar, to the planter and to the
towns-people but to,everybody who'has suffered. With this help
and courage I am quite certain that some years hence the
shadow of this disaster will largely disappear.

Rai Babadur LACEHMI PRASHAD SINHA : Sir, com-
ing as I do from that part of the province which has seen the worst
of the earthquake and its aftermath, I should like to participatoe
in the discussion initiated by the Government and make a few

observations as to ghe situation created and the relief measures
that are necessary.

There is no doubt that Bihar has suffered one of the greatest
natural calamities of human history. In the words of Dr, Dunn
of the Geological Survey of India, the Bihar earthquake has
been one of the biggest and most extensive earthquakes in
history. A true conception of its intensity aud destruction that
it has wrought both in the loss of human lives and property can
be formed only by those who have either themselves been the
unfortunate victims of this great tragedy or those who bave
visited the scenss of destruction. Being one of the victims my-

self, all my houses having been reduced to a mass of ruins, I

must say that Monghyr, which was once a beautiful and
flourishing city, is no more. Lofty palaces of big persons,
beautiful structures, dwelling houses; shops and puablic buildings,
have all been reduced to debris and dust. It is & scene of
disastrous upheaval, stark desolation and ruin that spreads itself
before one’s eyes, Those fearful and deadly three minutes on
the afternoon of the 15th of January 1934 stil] linger in our
memory.- Thousands of precious lives were lost in the twinkling

ofan eye. The collapsing roads and walls in eop ted ts of
the town buried hundreds alive and £ th gested pax
but the peace of death, whil b or them there was nothing

Lroubled with utter distress were out under the bare canopy ©f

Pier,cbing cold, The destruction
. . 1
lines of streets and roads, Pathég?sSl le for days to trace

1¢ and hegpt- i ere the
.8cenes enaoted before , our eyes. Peo eart-rending w

eople having lost their all 0%
elr dear ones—were hovering
ching for the bodies of their

this earth—worldly riches anqd th
¥ound their destroyed houses seqy
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relatives and their treasures hidden by piles of masonry and
brickwork. It is a long taleof unprecedented woe and suffer-
ing which perhaps beggars description. Estimates may differ,
but the fact remains that in Monghyr the earthquake has taken
its toll in thousands of human lives and the financial loss that it
has inflicted on the ill-fated town of Menghyr may well be
computed at crores. The rural areus in my district have also
suffered as the result of the earthquake and their needs must also
be attended to. e

I must here pay my tribute of admiration to the local
officers, the Government and other independent relief organisas
tions who have been prompt in the field to the succour of the
stricken town of Monghyr. Perhaps they have done all that was
possible to provide temporary relief to the afflicted and destitute.
It seems to me rather inopportune that articles in the Press
should be coming out repudiating the works done by the relief
workers, officials or otherwise, and I consider that such things
go more to injure than help the cause of the distressed. -

After these preliminary observations, I should like to make
a few suggestions to the Government as to how best permanent
relief can be afforded to the sufferers. It isimperative to pool
together all the resources availdble in this province and also the
financial resources that may be available from the Government
of India in the shape of a free grant or loan and other souroces,
to chalk out a comprehensive programme of permanent and
substantial relief, apart from immediate measures of relief, for
those who have suffered *from the recent earthquake in the
province by the adoption of the following means :—

(1) By granting long-term, credit, say for 20 to 25 years,
to persons affected for reconstruction purpose at
nominal rates of interest.

(2) By making free grants for rebuilding purpose to those
who have been rendered utterly helpless and who
cannot afford to repay.

(3) By granting remission in land revenue demands,
road cess, water rates,” municipal taxes and rates in
proportion to the loss sustained by the areas affected
by the earthquake. © °

(4) By granting adequate charitable relief and faccavi
loans to the agriculturists in those paris where the
crops have suffered most. -
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" (6) By providine, on co-operalive basis, the sug?rg‘atgg
" growers with bullock and power niills to erush e
locally and convert it into gur or des?zz sug?t‘; cthé

making arrangements for finding” a market for 1
. same, ' A ' l;n"’
- (8) By ‘making such arrangemenits that thleb Stabn‘(()ll‘b:"'
- sugarcane crop in th: affected argas will be al !this
' cd as much as possible by lactories working in M
province as well as outside, so that the gl’o\f?lll

may be saved from the disastrous loss with whic

they are threatened.

(7) By adequate grants to municipalities and district

: boards to enable them to restore road communica-

tions both in towns and rural areas and carry out
Necessary earthwork repairs as early as possible.

The most stupeadous and -perplexing problem that now
confronts us is that of rabuilding shattered towns and restoring
the economie life of tho community. Tne magritude of the task

can be gathered from the eloquent appeal of His Excellency Sir
ames Sifton, who says—

For the reconstruction of Tokyooand-Yokohama ten years ago, the

equivalent of eighty crores of rupees was Spent angd the need of Bihar is
1ot to be measured in lakhs,

. Charity alone will pot make go0d such a hig disaster and Lelp
up to pull the province out of the abyss. 1Itis obvious that the

Overnment of India should raise a loan of at least rapees thirty
grores, and it should he charged not to {he hapless province of

ihar alone, but to the whole qf India, and to Great Britain,
which should in thig tragely stand by the stricken province.
In Monghyr town itself {here are about 9,000 holdings and
13,003 houges, If we deg o

: . uct from these Gog houses which may
cither belong {0 ricl, Peaple or may e the Property of Govern-

meat, 12 40 are thoge of the middle ang Poor clags f psople
which have to be rebuilt by means ofp grant;in;eslo(;ng. PI%

the averaze to rebuild each louse wij] Wwork out at Rs, 3,000,
16 will mean alout {hree erores

of rupess (g rebuild the shattered

~down of Monguyr alone, When the GOVGrnment of India have

declared its jnrention of crea eW provinees by pron.ising

S8ubventions for a definite period, why cannot they take the

eSPOrsibility of re-ereating and Te-building 4 province that has
en devastated and wrezked through this great tragedy ?

ting
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‘We-fully appreciate that the:local Government are devoting
all their energies to-devising means to- facilitate the reconstruec-
tion of the province, and that they have been prompt- in publish-
ing the provisions of the-Bihar and Orissa Natural' Calamities
Loans Bill, 1934, which they propose to introducer in the present
session of the Legislative. Council to grant leans to the owners of
buildings which have been damaged or destroyed by earthquakes-
or other natural calamitics. The preliminary step has thus been-
taken by the local Government in the hope*that they will get
financial assistance from the Government of India for the
purpose,

1t is important that the financial assistance from- the
Government of India,.in whatever form it, may. be, must- be
adequate to meet the needs of the situation. The whole of India
has nobly responded to the heart-rending cry of Bihar- and the
collections, both in the Viceroy’s Fund and Babu Rajendra
Prasad’s Pund, may perhaps be well employed to reduce the
interest on loans, because ever both put together will be just
like a drop in the ocean and we cannot expect to start recons-
troction through private berevolence alone.

The problem of recanstraction in urban areas is {wo-fold ;
(1) the rebuilding of the houses of the middle class and the poor
people ; (2) affording adequate finance to petty shopkeepers and
businessmen with a view to enable them to make a fresh start.

So far as rural areas are concerned, houses will have to bs
rebuilt in many areas, entire villages may have to be replanned,
roads repaired and reconstructed, —wells re-excavated or new
wells sunk, the lands covered with sand will have to Dbe
reclaimed and short term finince will have to be provided to keep
the cultivators going till the next harvest.

So, what is needed is to chalk out a comprehensive
rogramme of relief by means of a reconstruction loan. It may
be necessary to give a part out of this loan by way of gratuitous
relief to the poorer section of the people who have no 1means
Joft to repay and the rest to be advanced af a low rate of interest
to be repaid in easy instalments. ° ‘ o e

The loss to agricultural lands has also been heavy. Thou-
sunds of acres of oil, it is feared; has been permanently
corrupted and turned into desert. Such is the fate of th? deSt'
fortile lands in the . country to which Bihar owed its
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a.gricul‘tural prosperity. Here also the loss can be estimated at
crores. It is high time, therefore, that Government should
seriously consider the question of granting suitable remissions

in land revenue, cess and water rates to those landlords whose

7

lands have suffered.

Similarly, in the case of urban areas those whose houses
have been destroyed or damaged should get a remission in
municipal taxes. This tragedy coupled with the economic
depression makes the lot of the people very hard indeed.

_ In most of the affected parts the crops have considerably
suffered on account of the thick deposit of sand and mud and
it will, therefore, be necessary to investigate the extent of the

loss to the cultivators and give them adequate charitable relief
and taccavi loans, °

Our friend, the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Abdul Aziz, Minister of
Education, deserves our thanks for the admirsble manner- in
which he is devoting himself to the cause of relief in general,
and also in devising means to save the cane-growers from the
utter loss and ruin, in particular. The problem is how to absorb
the 150 lakh maunds of surplus sugarcane crop valued at about
40 lakhs of rupees as a result of the destruciion of seven sugar
factories in North Bihar. It is gratifying that the Minister has
taken steps to solve this problem to an appreciable extent.
Government have already sanctioned Rs. 2,560,000 lakhs for the
purchase of hullock-driven cane-crushers for the purpose of
manufacturing gur, and Government are also making arrange-

ments to let the factories in the province and outside absorb
this surplus cane,

- Stricken Bihar needs sympathy not only of the Empire;
};\:: of the whole world, in tge g,x}'rea.t traged{r that has befallen

In 1923, when Japan was struck by a similar disastrous

earthquake, she received . o vont
countries. ’Great Britlgiz all possible help from differ

’ th i tal
ordered their S%“adrons an oy ited States, France and Italy

and the Pacifi
relief corps were sent to gg an by. i untries.
A national mourning day wag ¢}, ! oy -_different  co for
the gufferers in Japan. - inaserved in France and Italy fo

‘national treasury and the League g  Nato,000 Yen from ker

- . , f Nations, 10,785 (Rs. 5,628)-
According to the report of the s LU, 109 * O
woney and articles that were séng i mergency Relief Board the

N 3 a. . Lo .
abroad up to the end of October, 1925 ‘%efef e bapanese  fzom
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Monetary contributions 22,123,492 Yen (Rs. 1,76,88,769)
contributions in kind (estimated value) 18,613,000 Yen
(Rs. 1,48,90,400). ' :

The disaster of Japan will pale into insignificance as compared
with the disaster that has befallen Bihar. The Bihar earthquake
is known to have been one °of the greatest of which human
records exist. It is believed that the length of the epicentre
extends richt up from Motihari to Monghyr—a distance of
about 135 miles. Epicentres of disastrousedapanese and New
Zealand earthquakes in recent years were not more than about
25 miles long. According to His Excellency the Governor’s
estimate the area of the greatest destruction in Bihar is as large
as the whole of Scotland and supports five times the population
of Sentland and does not include those parts of Bihar lying south
of the Ganges where the loss of life and damage to property was
on a lesser scale.

In the great tragedy the like of which has not heen seen in
any part of the world in recent history, stricken Bihar espects
that the world sympathy will be stirred, and widespread will be
the response to her heart-rending cry for succour.

Khan Bahadur SAGHIRUL HAQ : Sir, the Hon’ble the
Finance Member has given us@ very detailed account of the
havoc wrought by the disastrous earthquake of the 15th of
January last. We have heard of the harrowing accounts of the
districts of Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga, Motihari and Monghy?
from our friends, Babu Chandreshvar Prashad Narayan Sinha,
Rai Bahadur Lachhmi Prashad Sinha, Mr. Meyrick and others.
My district of Saran has also had its share of the misfortune,
The town of Chapra was badly hit. A number of houses in
mahalla Katra and Bhagwan Bazar have been completely des-
troyed. Tho houses of the Collector, the Judge and the Civil
Surgeon have been badly damaged. The towns of Siwan and
Gopalganj escaped with the collapse of a few houses, but most of
the }.210118(.38 in these towns have also been badly damaged. In
the interior of the district, Masrakh, Parsa, Sonepur, Dighwara,
Basantpur, Bz}rharia, Baranli, Gopalganj and Baikuntpur are badly
hit. Suflice it to say that almost all the masonry housesin North
Bihar have been badly damaged and-a large number have been
completly destroyed. Monghyr is in ruins. The normallifesin the
stricken area has been disorganized. No time was lost after the
15th by the officials of my district in"taking prompt action and
giving necessary relief to the sufferers. Blankets and money are

being distributed cven now. Temporary grass huts have “been

2]



156 ’
+90 MOTION UNDER RULE 24-A rE : EARTHQUAKE
[K. B. Saghirul Haq] < "

erected for thoge zvho have been
A n rendered ;
:gifﬂi%iﬁzﬁ’s, building materials and otherhg::nnﬂg:il&?g the leces
Oﬂic;ials 1\20 oil, etc., have been successfully contr lls,’ Sl;lc l ?S’
their zeal Non-officials also did not and do nof lw?r le(:! 'yd “
diate rg?i 11-'11- helping the sufferers, ‘The stage of f"i?rir)l(:v”;m o
Confront::l ]?.’LLH my opinion, almost past and we are Illl(])?\-’
constructio “lea.more lmportant and difficult problem of res
restoration %‘f walilsv may be considered under four heads : (1)
reconstruction of l?;-i?(l;ipnprg’a(nzd) {gboralt o o communications, ()
- (=] I i N Ed IS 13
gﬁgtcfgfa?flifmtmn by the deposit 51? :alﬁg.tmli :xi llalgfcil f:éi[i)dfilzg
the Re'iefI% Suggestions, because it would Le the business of
eXpert; Oénmlssmner assisted by an advisory comumittee of
and go intoatt;lh 1 nop-officials to make out a programme
suggestions Onetl etglls. I shall confine myself ouly toa few
restoratio 1e broad feature of the question. So far as the
is that tl;l% of water-supply is conceracd, wy humble suggestion
ie. the distr}vzrll)g should be carried on through the lceal bodier,
but with a blc oards, the local koards and the municipalities,
advice | etter expert advice. What [ mean to say by better
ehbuoh'lis;’-t]imt their present engineering staff is not competent
comfr’mn'o nandle this matter successfully. The restoration of
o chairmat';’mns wlllrhgn_m to be d®ne. through the same agency.
out Wait'man of a municipality I can say that Government with-
With th ?i‘g for Suggestions from any quarters are corresponding
they wifl 3031 bodies a,boyt; their requirements and I am sur:é
fion Tk o the needful in this direction. Then comes the ques-
have fra rec(i’nStrgctlon of houses. For this also, Gove;nilne t
cOnne'cti'me Ia Bill, ‘We have got copies of the ' Bill. In fhn
Toent of ?11,_' 11‘7“0‘111('12 like to suggest that the period for the r o
Tt shoul d°§:}£ﬁ i'geg:sztguction of %muses should be ' fajy] y ﬁggﬁf
friénd, Mr.- Hi . years. 1t was rightly saj v
would btf I;egﬁ?ui?gdr \{-QStlerday that most of “\% hat‘)llilsesby'hg}x
could be'éxpécted from then d be dwelling houses ang ool
oo m'alge'“ irom them, The ownersof &y, h oy febutn
o o ;i.“rjsfpayment.s out of théir savineg ¢ ouses would"
1g8: ink if the period is niot going to b % tom their earn=
g';ars, later on both Government and the ( E xed frem 15 to-20
: ves in a difficult pesition. My next gy : tors will find‘them--
on such loans should in no case ex ceed 3 ggestion is that interest
ment fiad thomselves in difficolty o ‘raigy p Joueioy dg o O TR
at g 1-;8‘ y lower rate it'is open to thep 1, = i0F this purposo
A little higher-rate of interest em fo . raise'n loan - even
wate terest and pay the' differ oyo.even
. _ ¥ tho’ difference " between.



MOTION UNDER RULE 24-A RE: BARTRQUAKE 1567

. .

(15th February 1934]
the interest on their own loan and the interest they charge from
the debtors, also the overhead charges, out of the Viceroy’s Fund.

Sir, lastly I come to the question of reclamation of lands.
This is a very very important question and it relates to the
villages., The village population is' not vocal like its brethren
in the towns and they should in no case be neglected. I under-
stand that it is proposed to advance loans to villagers to reclaim
their lands under the Land Improvement Act. My submission -
is that construction problems cannot be solved by individual
efforts, It would be much better for Government to help co-
operative movement in securing long-term finance for this pur-
pose and to advance loans through co-operative societies. To be
more clear I prefer that land mortgage banks, should be opened
at once to meet the situation. But it may not be acceptable to
Government, because I remember to have read their resolution on
the recommendations of the Committee on Co-operation wherein
they say that they do not agree with the recommendations: of
the Committee and are unable to favour the idea of establishing
land mortgage banks, Well, 8ir, I do not agree with Govern-
ment, but in any case if they find themselves in real difficulty in
opening land mortgage banks it would be better for Government,
instead of advancing Takavi loafis to individuals, to provide the
existing co-operativg movement with long-term finance for
advancing loans to the existing rural societies and those which
may be formed later on in the siricken area for the improvement
of their lands. My idea is that societies as corporate bodies
would be in touch with the Co-operative and Agriculture Depart-
ments and thus be able to reclaim their lands with joint effort and
expert advice and assistance. This work, no doubt, will have to
be conducted, to a great extent, on scientific lincs with costly
implements. ‘

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN : The earth-
guake shocks of the 15th January in North Bihar were unprece-
dented and the suffering of the mankind due to destruction of
life and property is really indescribable. What North Bihar
was before the 16th January and what it is now can only be fully
realized by those who are the citizens of this unfortunate area,
Monghyr before tlle 16th January was considered to be the-most
beautiful spot 1n I\Ol‘th. Bihar and it is now a city of ruins. The
Statesman rightly said when summing up the situation of
Monghyr that the city nomore exists. Ihave the honour of being

T8 . - 776 LCD
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a citizen of this city and it was my misfortune fo sce this beauti-
ful city destroyed so mercilessly hy the elements of nature. I say,
Sir, that never in the annals of bistory such gigantie destruction
of life and property has occurred in such short time either at
the hands of nature or mankind sg well equipped with medern
machines of destruction, and our calamity cannot be cowmpared
with the earthqualkes of Tokio and California,

Sir, the shocks were so severe that it was impossible for us
to keep our balance and it is no wonder that the cities of
Monghyr, Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga and other towns of North
Bihar which took centuries to build were cow pletely destroyed
in about three minutes. I subuit, ir, that in the affected area
the destruction of Monghyr town was more complete than any
other urban area and the condition of the people who are left
Is more pitiable. People who were rolling in wealih are reduced
to poverty and the conditions of middle class and poor people can
be more imagined than described. We at Monghyr have now
a very uphill task before us and in our stragele for existence
we are heavily bandicapped. I hope T will not tire the pitience
of the House by giving in a very fow words the accourt of what
tqok place at Monghyr. On the 15th J anuary at 2-15 ».M.,
Sir, within the period of three minutes the entire buildings were
razed to the ground. Houses which eould stanl the charge
of dynamite crumpled as if they were made of mud. Mud
buts and pucca buildings all fell and at Monghyr there is not
one .house exeept the Collector’s bangalow which by minor
repair can be made safe for people to live in. The area in which
my house was situated was the most open area of the town. Sir, in
this area between the hours of 2-30 and 4 ».m. on January 16th,
we, a few persons of the locality, extracted ag many as 80 persons—
?:éa.d :fnil'falivea—.frpm. the debris. From thig I submit,pSir, the
" ?l‘Opckthnaé.n Blanz]a‘,lrl:les to people of such ares of Monghyr town

Chowk Baza Bar; BRTE
imagined. These arems were "2 and Bari Bazar can be well

. : ; wiped out. Sir, I cap
say this to the credit of Mpy, Mainwari -,

* Wher I reached this area after 4 P.];Ig: xdt}ﬁr.lg) ﬁlziel t:.lf;
I found these officers Wthere. from before i lk' 211:11611
_tluran.gements as was then possible for the re ; ma ing e
locality. I met these office Scue of peoplein tha

IS again th roni
learnt from them for the first time t%:aclﬂgeﬁf‘lfln;;%sati?lt i}lllf-‘;
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bave got in touch with Bhagalpur and assistance from Bhagalpur
will arrive before morning at Mongbyr. I met these
officers again on the 16th and Mr. Dain, our Divisional Com-
missioner as well, when the rescue and relief work was in full
swing. 'The same day private relief parties also arrived from
Bhagalpur. 1t is really sucprising to all of us at Monghyr how
so quickly the Government officers managed so well to control
the state of affairs, specially when the Distriet Officer was handi-
capped in his work by the complete disability of the Superinten-
dent of Police, who was amongst those who were severely injured.
One hardly realizes what a lot of people have been rescued
from the debris, and it is a miracle -how some of those who
bad been rescued were alive. I take this opportunity of
expressing the gratitude of the people of Monghyr to Mr. Dain
and Mr. Mainwaring for the admirable work dope in the city of
Moughyr in:mediately after the carthquake. These officers have
rendered glorious services to mankind and to them a good few
people owe their lives,

Sir, the rural conditions of North Monghyr are as bad as, or
nearly as bad as, the rural conditions of Darbhanca. Though
the losses of life are not so great in our rural areas, yet in many
villages all the village housgs have cracked and a geod few
have become irrepairable. In the thanas Khagaria, Gogri,
Chowthum and Bakhtiarpur the lands have cracked, fissures have
been formed, wells have gone dry and at places the lands “have
become sandy. I also honestly suspect that on enquiry it will
be found that land and river levels have also changed. Sir, these
few words from me may give you the idea of our sufferings.

Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Member in h's speech to-day

‘has given us the full information of the conditions of the affected
area. The losses of maukind have been so great thab this

calamity is really an all-India affair and my suggestion to the

Hon’ble Member is that 15th January should henceforth be

recogmz‘ed all over Indin as the day for national mourning- alike

_hy the (.-xo‘fern.ment and people. It is gratifying to us sufferers
that organizations all cver India have sprung up to help us out

of our difficulties. All shades of opinion all over the country are

anxious to mitigate our sufferings. ~Our Provincial Government

-are fully alive to their responsibilities, In view of the geness
of the calamity it is very desirable that public organizations and

_the loca! Government should tackle the situation in the- spirit
of co-operation. I, therefore, appeal to such public opinion ag
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may h&‘_fé differences with the Government tq forget for our sake

or the time being their differences, and I also appeal to the Govern-
ment not to assume that any statement made by any particular
Person either in hig personal or representative capacity js the
statement made ipn the spirit of adding to the ‘heavy burden of
the Government. 8ir, to restore normal condition in Bijhar’s
affected ares, crores &f rupees and gigantic human cfforts are
needed, and it remains to be seen what Bihar’s so-called Lational
organizations are ready to do to help the sufferers,

Before I submit my suggestions to the House about ihe
Ineasures necessary for giving rslief to the people of North Bihar
I beg to bring to'the motice of the House the two immediate
needs of Monghyr town. During summer and raics climatic
‘conditions of Monghyr as a rule are not satisfactory and we
have visitations of epidemics. This year’s conditions being
very much ageravated, 1 submit it 18 very necessary that the
Government should remind the local officers concerned to {ake
all steps to keep the drinking water free from possible contaming-
tion. The second immediate need is the improvement ip the con-
Sérvancy work of the town where, due to present circumstances,
there is considerable room for improvement,

Now, Sir, I place before the Fouse the followip suegest]
for the relief of the sufferers in North Bihar § suggestions

r;—

1. Consider‘algle portion of the « Viceroy’s Reliof Fund”

be utilised for Blving gratuitous grants o the people for bujld-
ing permanent buildings who dug t, their poverty are unable to

avail themselves of the opportunit f i i
Government, PP J ot taking loan from the

2. For Mbnghyr town, Government g
planning scheme ang the town ghoylq be laj

: - d out accordingly.
If possible, the houges be built of sych ; .
local conditions. Sué bypes as .Wlu Sult best the

4. Free techaical and axpert advice
all persons for building Purposes, either ¢
‘strvuctures. :

be made available for
®mporary or permanent
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6. Necessary relief, either in the form of remission or
sufficiency of extension in time, be allowed to all persons who pay
cess and taxes to the Government for such payments. :

7. Monghyr district board be superseded and its funds be
placed at the disposal of District Committee of officials, non-
officials or both, to be utilized for the entire district including
urban arca. '

8. Necessary legislation be introduced to check high interest
on the part of private people who lend money for building and
agricultural purposes.  Also, less expensive method be thought
of for litigation of the type of small cause court and rent suits.

9. Government should have in view a scheme for providing
work for such class of persons as due to the earthquake have
lost their services or are about to lose their services and lastly,
tbe Government should economise in all her expenditures of
recurring and non-recurring iypes. :

In order to restore the normal conditions huge sums of money
are needed and such needs cannot bs met from the provincial
resources, equally one cannot hope that from the charities
alone it is possible to restore North Bihar. Loan alone can solve
the question of funds and the mopey being cheap it will be more
th%n possible to get a successful floatation. This is all I have to
submit. o

Maulavi SHAIKH MUHAMMAD SHAFI: Sir, I do not
wish to'dilate upon the extent of the destruction which has been
caused by the recent earthquake, because I believe that by this
time the hon’ble members of the House fully know the nature
of the severity of the destruction which has been caused by it.
It would be enough to say that so far as Darbbanga, Madhubani
and Samastipur towns are concerned, you will not find any
house worth living in, and I believe that more than 90 per cent
of the houses lave been damaged and have fallen down. That ig
the situation in which we are placed in that district. I must
say thatafter the earthiquake officials as well as non-officials did
their work with great sympathy and attempted to vedress and give
relicf to those who were affected. Tn towns huts were built,
blankets and grains were distributed to<the poor people. I belive
that, so far asrelief work is concerned, the town people hada good
deal of sympathy from the relief parties but the rural population
was not so fortunate., So far ag my district is concerned, you will
be surprised t9 hear that up till now they have not been able fo
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enlist the sympathy of officials in' giving them relief. Since
:'Jbout 4 or b days the Central Relief Committce has been sending
its workers to give some sort of relief to the villagers. The
village people poured in the town and when they found that no
relief is going to be given to them, they felt very sore and
helpless. Through the district board only wells are now being
cleaned in the rural arveas, but no other relief has been given
to these villagers in the Darbhanga district, That is the point
which I wish to.Lring before the House and the Governtpent.
The prevailing idea is that the villagers have got merely huts
and mud-wall buildings and therefore they have not lost much.
In the local committee this sort of view was wexpressed, but
it was perhaps not remembered that these villagers, who previous
to this calamity svere heavily indebted and whose produce
were sclling very cheap, were even before the quake financially
in a very straitened condition and hed to purchase their
necessities «f life such as kerosenc oil, salt and cloth at a higher
rate than what was prevailing in the towns. These people are
really in such a bad state that a ery on their behalf was raised in
the Jast Council that some attempt should be made for Lettering
that condition. They were already in a bad plight and it was on
account of their poverty that they had mud-walls and very few
Lrick walls. But all the same they have all suffered and {heir
mud-walls were for them like brick-walls. I think their troubles
were not [ully realiscd and eonsequently their claims wers brushed
aside in giving them inmediato relief. You can easily picture
theic helplessness when they saw that no immediate relief was
coming to them, specially when ‘a vast area of their land
hecame sandy and extensive rabi crops were spoiled. I hope
thait when any scheme is made or auy step is taken for giving
relief to the people of the afflicted or affected arca, the claims of
these villagers would not ba neglected. If these villagers are
not helped and their financial condition is not bettered and
no serious attempt is made to give them relief, then in what
plight would our province be which is mainly an agricultural
country. We live by their labours, we are fed by ‘them and
they are our backbone and strength. And jf they suffer hearvily,
I am sure the House wi:l realise that the whole province will
suffer. Therefore, it should be our concern to seep that if any
relief is necded by them, it should he given to them ungrudgingly
and on theoretical arguments their claims ghoyld not be brusheil
aside or belittled. ~

(I nterval for lunch.)



