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THE BIHAR LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. DEBATES.
The 19th Janmuary, 1989. . ‘

Proceedings of the Bihar Legislative ‘Assembly assembled under the-
provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. .o

The- Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Patna on Thursday,.
the 19th January, 1939, at 11-30 A.3%., the Hon'ble the Speaker, Mr. Ram-:
dayalu Sinba, in the Chair.

— ~

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS,

————— ——

COMPLAINT OF INCGIVILITY AGAINST THE NUKSES OF THE PATNA MEDICAL
COLLEGE HOSPITAL. )

113, Mir. SUKHLAL SINGH : Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) whether it is a fact that the nurses and especially the Anglo-
Indisn nurses attached to the Patna Medical College Hospital call the
patients in general by using the word « tum ” and not «“ap” ; ot

(b) if the answer to clause (a) be in the affirmative, what action; if
any, Government propose to toke in the matter ? :

Mr. BINODANAND JHA : (a) Government are informed that thié
is mnot so. : ~ '

(b) The question does not arise. : ,
Mr. SUKHLAL SINGH : What is the basis of the jnformation 2 - +

Mr. BINODANAND JHA : Report from the Superintendent of -the
Medical College Hospital. ’ o

Mr. HARIKISHORE  PRASHAD: Did the Superintendert
enquire from the patients ? ‘ . .

Mr. BINODANAND JHA: Government believe that such reporfs
are given after enquiry. )

—

NUMBER OF DEATHS IN TIE DISTRICT OF HAZARIBAGH CAUSED BY SMALL-
'POX, CNOLERA, MALARIA, KALA-AZAR AND BY WILD ANIMALS.

114. Mr. SUKHLAL SINGH : Will Government be pleased to
state she number of deaths of men and women in the district of Hazaribagh,
" thana by thana, caused by small-pox, Cholera, Maldria, Kala.azar, and
also by wild animals, respectively, during the year 1937-38 ? .

Mr. BINODANAND JHA : A statement is laid on the'table.
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I may add that the Appropriation Accounts.,and_ th:c i:dance with
will be scrutinised by the Public Accounts Committeo in ply Rules and
the provisions of rule 131 of the Bihys Legislative Assem

bly in due
that the report of the Committee vill be presented to the Assembly
course.
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RESOLUTION,
APPOINTMENT OF A qoy

OIALS
MITIEE CONSISTING OF OFFICIALS AND NON-:;;‘I EAST
29 ENQUIRE INTO THE apggg op THE TRAIN DISASTER ON GHACHAKL
YDIAN BAILWAY BETWEEN ppp HAZARIBAGH ROAD AND. CI
- STATIONS,
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This Assembly further expresses its heart-felt sympathy for the families of
the wounded and tho dead involved in the disaster.
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miscreants! The train falls down 20 feet down—this can be very well
imagined—and five bogies are wrecked. Out of five bogies three are first
and second classes but bwo are admittedly bogies of third class. We can
very safely imagine that these two third class bogies are often crowded and
the capacity of each bogie is 144. If that be taken into consideration
then in the two bogies—it can be very safely inferred—more than 200
lives have been lost. I am supported in this inference of mine by the
fact that the fire broke out soon after the occurrence. If the report is
correct that only 15 minutes or half an hour after this a mysterious fire
broke out, then there was hardly any way by which the passengers could
cscape. The position of 20 feet down in which the train went down and
got wrecked and the instantaneous breaking out of the fire would hardly
give an opportunity to the passengers to escape. Considering all these,
it can be safely said that the loss of lives is not only 21, as has been
reported, but must have been very much appalling. But this, as I have
pointed . out, can be said only of Chachaki. The causes are far below and:
the Bihta Tribunal only said that the railway administration was respon-

sible as also the XB Engine. The enquiry was not made on a wider
scale.

I, Sir, at that midoight time when tho Bhadaura occurrence took
place, happened to be at Arrah. I intended to travel to Patna by that
very train but I could not. I had on occasion to meet a member of rail-
way officials and railway coolies and then, Sir, I am emboldened here to
say one thing which, 1 hope, will reccive the attention of Government also,
and that is, Sir, that there is a large discontentment prevailing amongst
the subordinates of the railway administration. Sir, the coolies or the
gang coolies who have been entrusted with the task of keeping the railway
line safe are very much discontented today. Have our attention been
drawn to the fact that there has been a considerable retrenchment amongst
those people ? Has this fact been investigated that the task of inspection
which was entrusted to one particular gang, or the distance which was
previously entrusted to them, has been very much enlarged ? That is to
say, one particular gang at present has been given the task of inspection
of larger distance of the railway line than it was originally given to it.
1 was told by many of them that at present there is a great discontent-
ment prevailing amongst the rotrenched staffs and the coolies are very
much  harassed by the higher officials in more than one way. I was told
that these poor men are very poorly paid and sometimes they have to pay
Nazrana or bribe to higher officers for some thing.  Although it is difficult
for me to believe this state of affairs but these are matters to be considered.
Why do so many of these disasters occur in Bihar ?

Sir, the Bihta enquiry, as I have said just now, was confined only to
one point. There were three other very important matters that were
oxpected of the Bihta Tribunal to be enquired into. One matter was the
XB Engine. The Tribunal declared that this was a very bad thing. Another
thing was whether the track was all right. Most of us who have travelled
were impressed that the track is also to some extent responsible for "hﬁt'
But Bihta enquiry is silent upon that. Now the third mattor Was the
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the last speaker seemed to indicate, that the present disaster or the series
of disasters of this kind have been occurring with greater frequency since
the present Congress Government assumed office. It may be that within
this short period a large number of disasters did take place, but the
first disaster, of great magnitude in the year 1937, which took
Place in this province occurred just before the present Government
took office. So, it really commenced before the present Government came
in office, and any suggestion to the offect that Government of this
province, was in any way, either due to neglect or through other causes,
responsible for these disasters would not be justified. As a matter of
tact, I have heard some suggestions being made that due to the release of
a large number of terrorist or other political prisoners such accidents may
have been more accentuated or that they may have been more or less
responsible for them. But even that on scrutiny does not hold good
because, after all, when we are talking of the present accident being the
result of sabotage, we have to remember that we have not yet had any
judicial pronouncement : it is purely an opinion expressed by the police
of this province and by Government Inspector of Railways. But we
have yet to await a judicial pronouncement Or any pronouncement that
may be made in this connection aftar o proper and impartial enquiry.

- Mr. KRISHNA BALLABH SAMAY : May I inform the hon’ble
melpber tha}; no such announcement has been made on behalf of the
police that it was a case of sabotage ?

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS : Well, Sir, reports haye appeared and
as yet Government have not thought it fit to contradict “them. Reports
have appeared ip a number of newspapers that the police of this province
and the Inspector of Railways consider that this is a case of sabotage, and
a8 yet Government have not contradicted them.

Mr. RAMCHARITRA SINGH : Will the hon’ble member let us
know the name of the reliable source from which he has got his informa-
tion'?

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS : I have read the reports in the local
press, in the ¢« Statesman ” and in the « Patrika * ’,

. Mr. RAMCHARITRA SINGH : I said reliable source " from
which he got his information.

Mr. KHETRA NATH SEN GUPTA : For the information of my
hon’ble friend, I may say that a telegram was receiveq from the Govern-
ment Railway Police by the Additional Deputy Commissioner that this
was a case of sabotage. :

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS : I Suppose my friend, Mr. Ramcharitra
Singh has got the-answer ; but at any rate, the hon’ble Mr. Ramcharitra
Singh considers the Searchlight to he a reliable papor. We may differ
from him in that respect but that is his yiews.

)
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i it with great respect for the considera-
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not a case of sabotage, and it will not be out of plac e e
what we do resent on the part of the railway autbonillme:il; e s gone
declaration that this is a case of sabotage, before really B
perhaps beyond themselves. It will not be out of plac 1o Darbbangs
here that the other day when His Excellency was travelling to bhanga,
one of the carriages of the train got fire ; we do not know the reago it
was suggested that probably it was due to hot axle getting fire.

railway people immediately started the news that it was a case of sabo-
tage. Well, whatever may happen,

the railway authorities unfortung.tely
start the news that it is a case of sabotage as they think that this is
the best defence to put up. What we do object to is that such reports
should not be circulated before the r

eal cause is known. Ttis true, Sir,
so far as the cause of fire is concerned, it may be due to various reasons.

Some of the hon'ble speakers suggested that it may be an act of acci-
dent, if so, it istill more deplorable an

dit would need careful examination.
One of the hon’ble members on the opposite said that probably it was
due to sabotage. He also suggested that in cases of disasters of trains
such accidents are, at any rate, very few. I would, however, only appeal
to the hon'ble members that gt this stage we need not ex i
nion, as to what is the cause of this accident ;
be laid by this House ag o what is ¢
is what we wish to enquire into.
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k place to Prevent recurrence
Sir, that it i
took place within such a g

hort period and™ all within th; i

some cases, it is also suggested %hat it is due to fay]y i: tlgep:::(:ﬁ:& rai};t
slippers and 8oon. I can only tell yoyu what | Personally ' tf ed in
the case of Bihta disaster. I Was then at Ranchi, The Y notic e
me ab about 7 o'clock in the morning.  Jygy beforg o e his
news, tha Gomn}lss}ongr of Patna ang the Inspector-Generelrezelp t’.Of tere
:‘r)o%(\’)lteo '?1'11 dgggiil;i?nn .00 Zamindgy azdngzlrltcgr bha
to the 'place of oc o 1v1sion. Was directeqd o proceed
to Gaya district. all possihle help instead of going
Coxpmissioner t0 go to this Parti ! his 0ews, we directed the
assistance as much g Possible N ;> Bear Bihtg and. render
phoued to take steps for the accompyg da;t‘ O8pital Suthorities were also

~ e of th injured, Two days
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later, I was myself on the scene and what I noticed then was that the
ballast was disturbed for nearly two to three furlongs indicating that
the lines and the train were both running together. Now, in that case
whether it was due to X. B. engine or whether it was due to any other
defect in the engine, it istoo much for me to say. It is a matter for
the experts to decide, and now you have already got the report of that
committes. Now, Sir, I hope without any dissension, the House will
aceept the resolution in order to stop recurrence of such regrettable accis
dents and to have enquiries made as to the causes of such accidents, and
with a view to preventing such accidents steps may be taken- by the
(entral Government.

Mr. SAIYID MOHIUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I can add nothing
new or helpful to what has been so far said. I did not in fact want to
take part in the debate. Yet the word came tome from my chief, that
somebody from our party must get up and speak and I appreciated his
idea. Let it be known that the resolution has the support of all sections
of the House. All of us must strengthen the hands of Government to
take up the question earnestly and vigorously. Nothing could be
more ridiculous than to suggest that the Government in power today
caused the accident in question. Mr. Yunus has refuted the _8uggestion,
He pointed out that it was not the present Government which was in
power when the Bihta disaster happened. He said that another Govern.
ment was then functioning but he did not disclose the identity of
Government which was then functioning. (Laughter.) I can throw
no light, Sir, upon the causes which lie at the root of these disasters
on the railways. I came across an intgrestmg admntmment in a paper
yesterday. The advertiser was a ruilway company. They said, +
you want to see this world, travel by our railways, but if you want to
see the other world, travel on the East Indian Railway”.

Government, I am sure, Sir, will not fight shy of the resolution,
They ought to -accept it for what it is worth, We know that the railwan.
ana the affairs of the railways lie beyond the contrel of the provincial
Govermment. Yet they are entitled to look into what has heer happen.
ing within their own territories, Nothing would prevent them from
trying to get at the causes of the disasters in question. Iet them
form their own conclusions and forward them to the Government of India,
The Government of India, it goes without saying, would accord a It
of respect to the conclusions which our Government arrive . at. The
province of Bihar has become the home- of these tragedies. The trains
would go off the rails no where in I.-ndm except in Bihar. The name of
Bihar is habitually coupled with train disasters. I have nothing more to<
sey. 1 earnestly support the resolution. Government, I ‘hope  and
trust ; would see no difficulty in accepting it

Mr, KRISHNA BALLABH SAHAY: Sir, we welcomo .the oppor

tunity that has been prasented to us by the resolution pmesemtad “‘:::

the House and I am glad to say that we whole.heantadly endorse T

resolution and accept it. An enquiry ought to he -made.intothis W '
6 , 515 Legis.
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. : ) . . . . have

i ' “generally with the question of Tailway disasters that
g;li:es;e;l:g;l %611'1- in Iymmbélf, during the course of the last two years. As
hon’blé members have seid, Sir, the matter is indeed very serious and
ihoﬁgh fortunately deemment. have been exomerated from any responsi-

we have” got to play a part in

ment “did not “tonsider fit to issue & contradiction because the_y were
seeking an opporl:imity‘to make a statement in the House. T is true,
Sir, that both the -view points have been presented to Govel:nmegt. We
have got the materigls in-our Ppossession, some _supporting, it might be
& case of 8abotage, while some fix the rasponsibility upon the railways.
The matter has got to be enquired into. Tt will be unfair on my part
to refer to any' of these points 'in detaj], A8 a-inatter of fact, some
bon'ble members while speaking on this resolution have mentioned one or
two points that might very well be construed in" favour of sabotage, - e.g,,
that the railway employees are discontenteq or that the passengers heard
of gun firo after the accident, I do ot want to -emphasise them. Woe
want to be contented there ang

to say that we shall urge upon the Govern.
ment of India to make an enqu

‘ iry as soon as possible and the- enqui
must be entrusted to an Ampartial tribungl whose judgment wil] aearry

weight not only with the_“Government of India but with the public algo.
_~ But as regards the. fire that broke out some

20 or  30. minutes after
8 rather more tragi

¢ than the req) disaster

There might be various causes. Two ting were found in the mids'(-,
of the wrackage which might have contained inflammable material or gome
passenger in search of his fellow Passenger might phoye lighted magch.
fire and caused .the fire or the fire might pe due to the great speed g
which the train was running or it might pe 80me serious  dofeet,
in the axle. box. I do not want to express g; i this matter.
hen we shall refer the matter to the Government of India we woulci
regnest ‘ them to examine the question of firo which caused the -req)
havoe. - . c . . rea
"+ The third thing to consider is the condu~t of the Barkakq
On' this point, Sir, We seem to stand on firmer ground anq e (f Linel:
to' condemn the action- of the trajp, I cannot agree with ee mc!med
Mr. Sukhlal Singh, who alleges that thig Barkakapg Expre my friend,
sible for the death of the Passengers who- Were w0undgd is dWas !:espon.
groaning for help. But ope thing appearg “to be clegy 'th:t if:hg 1;01::13
chosen this - Express ' could hav_e carried a large number of wound: d
passengers fo the Gomoh Hospital Which wyg ot very far off or aven
to Dhanbad and secondly that ‘the driver angq the guapq may have taken
steps to. dotach ono or two bogics that were Urbing from ‘the regt, In
that case possibly some of the wounded POreons woyq 1oy have succump.
ed at "all. Wo are taking this matter Up, to the overnment of India

Ua Expregg,



1939.] -  ENQUIRY COMMITTEE ON TRAIN DISASTER. 395

‘and the railway authorities. We are having a discussion -with them.
1 can assure the House that we wanb to pursue this matter. 1t has been
said by some hon’ble members that proper medical relief was - nob given
to the injured or the wounded persons. Our information is a bit different.
Our information is that by the 4-Down Bombay Mail, the doctof " in
charge of the Saraiya dispensary, the sub-inspector of Police of Saraiya
Beat-house, a dozen constables and the Public Works Inspector of Hazari-
bagh Road reachad the spot ab 4.45 AM., and gave as much relief as was
possible. Ido not say that moré relief need not have been given, but
it must be realised that the accident occurred at a place which was
remoto from any dispensary as it Was situated in the midst of jungles
and so it was not possible to give better relief than.was given.” The
Deputy Commissioner came to kwow of it at 8 .0, af Hazaribagh, and
be rushed to the scene of occurrence and reached there at 11 A.M., and
from here, at Patna, the Crime Assistant and the Superintendent of Police
also rushed to the place. The Additional Deputy Commissioner also
came there. Sir, I may assure the House that so far as Government
and their officials are concerned they have tried their best to give as
much relief as they could.= But it has got to be admitted that the
accident was very tragic and even the relief that we gave could not
have assuaged the pain that had been caused. .

Another point has been raised by hon’ble members that congress
men were prevented from giving relief. We are looking into these
allegations. We would certainly like that on such occasions, the railway”
anthorities and the police authorities should have co-operation not ‘only
of congress men but also of all others who want 60 render relief. But
I would like to point out to the House the difficulty of the police men and
it is this: the disaster “caused the properties of alarge number of
passengers - to be “cottored here and there. Now, if in the guise of
congress men or in the guise of people volunteering to give relief undesir-
able persons had come in and carried away the properties, the respon-
sibility would have been of the police. Another pointin this connection
has got to be considered. The police were at that time collecting evidence
to decide whether it was a case of sabotage or whether it was a case in
which the responsibility could be fixed on the railway. If undesirable
people had been permitted .much oﬁ the valuable evidence may have been.
destroyed. When 1 mention this, I do not mean to say that well-
meaning persons should not be allowed to co-operate with the poﬁce.
~ As I have already gaid, wo are cxamining the complaint whether the

5 .

railway and the police authorities went beyond their limits.

~ My hon'ble friend, Mr. Birendra Bahadur Sinha, has menti ‘

fow suggestions that ought to be adopted for preventing Eﬁ:h “aeig;;g:sdi:
guture. 1 do not want t!mm to be examined here but I want to convey
to the House.that "h(.” entire proceedings will be sent to the Government of
India Who .W}n examine these suggestions. Government themselves have
been examining one or two schemes, e.g., increasing the number _of patrols
on the railway lines. The patrols could not be Yept standing ‘on the
railway line dayand night bub a contingent of police would bo
employed 83 patrols which would pay surprise vigit on one line on one
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day and og gome other line another day. This is a scheme which we
'@ examining. It might be a costly scheme. Bub we shall have to
ghoulder the burden if we. ‘want to save the. province from such disasters.
Without committing themselves to the theory of sabotage, Government
have as measure of inveatigation fixed a reward to be given to the person

not connected with crime who would give clue leading to the - conviction
of the.criminal. - ‘ :

Qovemmeqtqur-sympathy_ to those who were injured in the accident and
0 nilies . of those who Buccumbed. In fact, to us it has been a
personal 1loss; 8% -you have already mentioned, in the death of Babu
iﬂgﬁsl}vyar Prashad Singh. We feel very much that such an accident
should have bappened in.this province, ~We shall forward the resolution
to the Government of India and uge all our influence to see that full

this ool D8 expressed by. the hon'ble members of
Mr. KARU DUSADH: ‘
Tk, ﬁlﬂa(schedule)vmﬁ% @ wdt *) ﬁﬁﬁ .

« VO RN ¢ qy R sewste i g @ TR & org

B3 o gem ® DN s wred 5y 3
T g WRH Wt Arey ELE
LA L PR —— mite

T W gy ‘
AT & T A O R AR ey TR Y| m;:r; ;ﬁﬁg
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FAY F&T N goar ] )
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IR A A @ shtmamﬁme?aiu(lauyktef)l |
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dcag S @ W a9 K oran ) sefeR An § iyt W
fd @ g @ T 77 TR 3w gatfedt | d=n Tk o,
At G N 2R AT TR E | S

Mr. SHUKHLAL SINGH:

| e wrafa o, T g s & mﬁﬁawﬁw
(impartial tribunal) @ st wHsHe (amendment) ¥ SRTY
WwTiwans W fral st A Tq gHzwm & AW, WEA H"h Q
m%uﬁtmahﬂ%u&mﬁwguﬁwmal

o A% % sity g I MRACL | ma&fiﬁﬁt m X ue
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# gareal @ e fame g@ R W ﬂemﬂagi gﬁqﬁg‘
TR MY At ez e @ af L s ww & fag bt DD e
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s fr @A 3 awrd e oy g @@ (third
" clasy - dgac (passengers) v\r"m WG (inter class) &
!?iat (passengers) =t () (booking) gz R wz) o} | SreTEr
LT TS R — et @ =% it ga T & -
@ A ; AfwT A mq S8 gaR 9t mvew ga i § At SEt m
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"t ; S & e At 99 B aren 28T 3% 78} faar |
Yo dag Aty W YA gmar ¢ f QT Ay (second

class) & gln (booking) M 5z ki iy X wrzdt
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ai_t (railway authorities) d et W TR @ wit Sy tﬁ(
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WA ANAAT  (railway authorit.jes)? I @it BT |
AngREAT w7 galg frar 1 297 WAy (railway authorities)
W awadt w@t W, ow am ¥ G A9 gEd Sawar § e
T (enquiry) & g gar T A 5 Tet faa s an @
W fraR wiaa g § ) _ o

e

mfat ot A Grear M2 Fre e § ot OB ® W @@
a8 Mgt # 2R wrr aff =R A aga gufaa o far 3 e
M AT 9172 a1 frad oG FT AT G, @9 W@

o et mg A St A 3w @ @ owaR ¥ wae T
g “
' Mr. HARIKISHORE PRASHAD:

. On point of personal explanation, Sir, g% ag «&Y Fay §
fa s gWe % dqmas Q gl WE) ¥ wwardfwav

FULAT AT vt N W EH TR wEdR RN §fE gy
AT sine # B 2, Wat oty w@ A<t of cafow o aw W@ @)

: Mr. KRISHNA BALLABH SAHAY: I have nothing more to say,

? Sir, except that from the information that the police has collected the

number of persons killed in the railway accident is 24 and the number of

persons severely injured is 49. 7 dead bodies were received immed-

+ iately after the accident and 14 have been found to have been burnt to
> death and 2 died in the hospital setting a total of 23 killed.

..
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is :
That for the words ¢ a committee consisting of offici

als . :
the Words ‘ an impartial Tribunal » be substituted. and. non-officials *

s T
ALY

The motion was adopted,

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: The question is : |

j Tha.; the words ¢ The hf&ssembly furth .
;y for the family of the dead nd the WOUHdede;‘n\?z]I‘),?gsP? l?h llea;"!z-fel.t sg;:;’)'aﬂg
added at the end of the mation. . 0 the said disaster :

The motion wasg adopted,
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+ .

thus :

Tho Hor'hle.the SPEAKER: Now, the arended resolution runs
Thia Assembly recommends to Government to convey to the pr.op;r authorities
the opinion of this House that an impartial Tribunal b~ appointed to enquire
into the caused of the train -disaster on the East Indian Railway between the
Hazaribagh' Road and the Chaghaki stations on the 18th -January, 1939! which
has resulted in heavy loss of -lives and properties, with'a’ view to "avoid such
accidents in futurs.. The Assembly further expresses its -heart-felt sympathy for
the fa_mlly of the dead and the wounded involved in the said disaster. -
-The question is : ' ’

"That the resolution as amended be. pﬁééd.

The motion iv.aé adopted. '

Tho Honble:the SREAKER: Therd is no other business® for the

day. : . T .

" Mr CHANDRESHVAR PRASHAD NARAYAN SINHA:

what about the busxpess of the Assembly for the month of February ?
reon 0 Hon'ble Mr. ANUGRAH NARAYAN SINHA : We have not

prepared it as yot. I think wo shal] be able to let the hon'ble members

know 1t tomorrow. .

Sir,

30 o'clock on Friday, the 20th

The Assombly then adjourned till 11
January, 1939, L

S
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