P

L. . Ry } )
= -~ T R Iy

THE. LEGISLATIVE. COUNGLL. OF. THR.. GOVERNGR,
o
* BIHAR AND, ORSSL

Thursday, the 20th August, 1931,

woe Council met in_ the Council Chambér at. Ranchi at
11 A.m., the Hon'ble the President in the Ohair,” .
.. - e em—— R o '

. QUESTIONS AND-ANSWERS., .

COMMENT ON THE CONDUCT OF SUB-INSPECTOR: H:: 0. DavID
OF KHUNTI POLICE-STATION. g L
31. Babu SRIKRISHNA PRASHAD*; @): Hag: the
attention of Government been drawn to: the news publishéd. jn
the press on the 1st J uly 1931 under  caption. * Stricture . on
Police Inspector 'p | ' o o .
(6) Have Government.enquired into the ~matter and taken
any action ? If so, what P - T
(¢) Did Government look into the service history of the
officer concerned ? o , N
(@) If so, will Government be pleased to state if this - officer -
was in Khunti ever before in or about the year 1921-22p -
() Will Government be pleased to state the circumstances
in which he was transferred from Khunti? - C -
Mr. M. G. HALLETT: (a) Yes, Government have seen
the report referred to after receipt of the hon’blé member’s ques-
tion. ~ Previous to this they had received areport from - the local
officers about the cage. :
(8), (c), (d) and (¢) The looal offiéers ars making enquiries:
about the action of the sub-inspector concerned and Government
‘have not therefore made any enquiries.

¥ In the absence of the qu:stioner the answer wag given at the request of
Rai Bahadur Dwarka Nath, ) el
o | . Lo



RETRENCHMENZ IN;BXPENDITUREOP GOVEBNMENT 1097
- [20th August 1081}

Member-told us yesterday that ¢ those-provinces .which depend
on commerce and the export;of raw products have.been -hit. -
more severely than we have”. T think .under the category of
these provinces Bombay is-included but:' the ' Governmeént of
Bombay have made remissions in land revenue and rent. A’
resolution which was moved in this Conncil for suspensiont of rént
and revenue was nol adopted by ‘this Oouncil -only ‘about six
months ago. If we had made ocertain ‘remissions and-saspen~
sions of rent and revenue which ‘would result in decreass:in
revenue there would certainly arise the - question of mslking
retrenchment on the ‘lines "adopted . by. Government. - But
Governmont have not made any such-remissions. ‘They have
not foregone any of their revenues. . On the‘other -handthe
cxcise rovenue is showing signs of increase as' the Hon'ble the
Finance Member told us yesterday. ‘Under- these circumstances
I feel that ‘Government are- not justifiedin making’-the little
retrenchment that they have alréady made; particularly- since
they have touched the nation-building departments gnd have left
the watch and ward departments intact. On these grounds Lhave
stood up to oppose this motion. ‘ But if Government scoept’ this
motion ‘subject to the appointment - of & committee, I shall be the
first member to support it since .in:that -cass Government will
not be at liberty to; apply..the ;praning :knife.in.the way, that it
suits them best. ' S , o
The Hon’ble the PRESIDENT : i The question is :

. This Council recommends--to - Government - to adopt. adequate - and
necessary measures of . retrenchment in the expenditure of the different
departments of Government.

" The motion was adopted.

— ! >

REPRESENTATION OF ABORIGINES ON'ROUND TABLE ' CONFERENCE,

_Mr. GARBETT CAPTAIN MANKI : ..8ir, I rise to move
tlﬁe-resolution which stands in-my name. ‘“The resolution runs
thus ;-—— o . Lo

This Council recommends t» Governmont that the representation of the
aborigines in the Round Table Conference and particularly in the Minorities
Sub-committea. of that .conference: is essentially necessary to. safeguard
their interests an | urges upon them the importance of calling the immadiate
atteation. of His Excellency -the. Govornor. Genersl and the Seeretary of
State for India to the urgensy of the oclaims of the aborigines to ha
represente i on the Round: Table Conference,

4 " 1910,
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Bir, in moving the resolution I do not propose to take much

time of the House. I shall try to be as brief as possible.

In the Round Table Conference I find th at all communities
excepting the aborigines have been represented. But the
aborigines have been neglected ag they have not been represented
in the said Conference. 'The aborigines who form g population
of about ome ‘crore and sixty lakhs in India shoyld have
representation in the Conferemce. Tven the depressed classes
have got representation in the Conference, but these aborigines
who form a most important community have not been
represented. If is therefore necessary that attention of the
Government should be drawn immediately to take steps for
representation of the aborigines in the Conference, The interest
of the aborigines are quite different from those of other
communities and the members who are in the said Conference
are not familiar with these interests, and thus separate representa-
tion of the aborigines is essentially necessary, With this object
I have moved the resolution and hope that the resolation would

" be accepted. I therefore appeal to the hon’ble members of the
House that they should accept the resolution unanimously.

The Hon’ble the PRESIDENT : Babu Swayambar Dag hag
sent an amendment to this resolution, which runs thug—

After the word “ aborigines ’” in the

two places where 1t occurs the
words “and agriculturists >’ ghal be inserted. ,

This amendment was not Sent in time and therefore it can
only be moved if no member of this Council objects to it,
mengur. M. G. BALLETT : T strongly object to the amend-

The Hon'ble the PRESIDENT - , )
1ot therefore move hig amendmen the hon'ble membor can

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABDUL GHANI . Kiga. -
Q;J‘.a‘._ﬂ-l L L 5 late 5 oy r® ¥ S resolution
s.uspfand S standing orders I e GT e ;.&6 L5 wulyhyo
J’q’;‘ R wdy «* resolution P wiled = a9 S
'&ﬂvﬁ.u} » amendment, 2 AP w3, gyhylas
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The Hon’ble the PRESIDENT: I have not heard this
explanation from the hon’ble member who has sent this amend-
ment. If he did not receive a copy of the resolutions in fime
and if it is due to the fault of my office then I can exercise my
powers to suspend the standing order but I am not willing to
accept any explanation from any other hon’ble member.

Babu SWAYAMBAR DAB : Sir, I cannot-blame anybody
for the late submission of my -amendment, But I think if it
lies in your power to suspend the standing order it is only fair
and just that my amendment be allowed to be moved.

The Hon’ble the PRESIDENT : The hon’ble member is
aware that this is an extraordinary powen given to the President
to suspend standing orders.- It is only under ocertain
circumstances that I am inclined to exercise that power. I
would not exercise the power when I find that the hon’ble
member had time enough to send his amendmeunt., If he did
not, it was his fault. If I go on suspending standing orders
in this way there would not be any meaning in the standing
orders at all. Therefore, I am not inclined to suspend the
standing order unless I am convinced that for some sufficiént
reason the hon’ble member was prevented from sending the
amendment in time. As no such statement has been made
before me, I am not going to suspend this standing order.

Babu DEVENDRA NATH SAMANTA : Sir, I rise to give
my whole-learted support to the resolution moved by
Mr. Garbeit Captain Manki. The demand made by the
resolution is a very simple one. It wants that the Council
should advise Government to call immediate attention of His
Excellency the Viceroy and the Secretary of State for India, to
the fact that the aborigines have sufficient claims to" be
represented in the Round Table Conference.

That the aborigines were all along under theimpression that
they would also be represented in the Round Table Conference
but to their atter disappointment they find that none has been
invited to represent them in the said.Confercnce. '

That the Government of India as well as the Round Table
Conference have totally ignored the aborigines by not inviting
their representatives to the said Conference.

That having been so neglecled and igncred by the
Government of India, we the alorigine members thought it
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‘umericel strength as  well: as
-aborigines- to. clajm representation
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proper to bringthe matter before this House “in -the hope that

- the: House will eall attention.of His Excellency:the Viceroy and

Secretary of State'for India to the claims:of the aborigines to be
represented in the said Qonference. - :

That the aborigines form a population of about g crore and
eighty lakhs in India and their number being 50 are not such as
to  be neglected for ever.- Sir,’the- aborigines  form one of the
most important “minority. community of  India and- thus they
deserve-attention of Government: = . -

. _ These aborigines have maintained their identity aund
indspendent 8pirit-thfoughout ages, - They have 'special rights in
lands. We find that” these-interests: are al ‘stake and these
require special protection, I may ‘add that the claims and
interests of the - aborigines are- different from those of other
commmuities. And it is highly desirable that there ought {o be
Some one -in the Round Table Conference to represent thete
interestsand rights. That unfortunately none has been invited
$o'represent the.aborigines in the Conference-and there is none
-inythe-Conference who is familiar- with -the “conditions, claimsg
‘and -interest - of the aborigines. - Thus we the aborigines.
‘reasonably apprehend that:-our interests and claims wil] go
unrepresented. 'We the aborigines requjre-special treatment ‘a8
regards the system ‘of - judicial administration ‘also, In the
circumstances. as stated by me, wo the aborigines gre strongly of
opinion that for the golufion of .8peeial problems coneerning  us
separate representation ig absolutely necessary.

Now, Si#, my submission before: the- House is that the
other““faﬁtors entitle - the
V sentat in- -the Round Tabie
B Sy LY st o ey
been.convinced that they have b onterence, ‘1hey have

eon neglected; gnd . this. £

- . , Whereag theiy olgj
been ignored. I believe that their d T ooy Olaims have

, iscontent is growing more and
more gad I reasonably apprehend that jf theiy griegances are

Teach such -8 height as may
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of 1832 in Ranchi and: 8inghblinm -districts; of Birsa rebellion
of 1897 and 18{9 in Ranchi district and. of Santal rebellio::in
Santal Parganas in the latter half of the 19th century. That it
is needless to say that -these rebellions were due to‘discontent
amongst the aborigines for unsuitahle administration. I mysgelf
am of opinion that opportnnity- should .not be given to such
undesirable things: It is ahsolutely necessary that aborigines
should have representation in the Round Table Conference. and
they should be given oppurtunity to suggest -snitable form of
administration. We aborigines.too hanker -after self-determina-
tion, '

I beg to submit again that: it is not toolate for Government
to consider the matter and remove thec:grievances:-of . the
aborigines. Under these. circuwstances- 1 appeal- {o Government
that they should consider the matter- seriously and favourably.
‘With these observaticns, Sir,: I support the. resolution and hope
that the House will give their favourable consideration. to the
same.

Rai Bahadur SARAT. CHANDRA RAY : Sir;. I rise to
support the resolution .with all.the . emphasis at. my command.
As the majority of my: constituents.belong to- the aboriginal
communities it is my bounden duty to voice their insistent
demand. That demand-has -been:: formulated-in - more thah one
cablegram and- representations: to --the ' Right Hon’hle the
Secretary-of State; to 'the Président- of the Round Table
Conference- and -to’ 8ir::John’:8imon and his colleagues, and
telegrams-and representations:to:His Excellency tbe Viceroy-and
representation to Iis-Excellency - the Governor.- The aboriginés
have forwarded copies of all these to me witha. request to press
the matter in this House on their behalf. As I feel that he
aborigines have a just::grievance:in ..this matter, the present .
resolution has my whole-hearted: support. :

Among the different’ minorily - communities- in India, Sir,
the aborigines are; if not the most important, at least one of the
most important. In some. parts of this. province, the aborigines
constitute the large.majority of the population. Thus, in the
Ranchi district they vumber -over 10 lakbs out of a total
population of 18} lakhs. in. round figures, In the Singhbham
district the proportion of aboriginal population is even larger.

In the whole of the province oui- of a total popalation of
8,79,61,868 in 1921, the . aborigines -numbered . ps nany:.as
57,00,000 or 16 per cent, - ; :
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- In the whole of India the aborigines numbered roughly
.1,80,00,000 or 1/20th of the tota) population.

Thus, 8ir, one man in every 20 in the population of India
is a pure aboriginal ; and over and above this, as anthropologists
tell us, there is an appreciable admixture of aboriginal blood in
a considerable proportion of the rest of the population.

The aborigines thus undoubtedly form an important element
in the population of Tndia, .

. In numerical strength, they constitute a very ‘important
minority com munity of India.

_ Even more than their numerical importance is their
importance in other respects.

A large proportion of the aboriginal population of this
-Province are agriculturists who Possess special prescriptive
rights in land, and these rights are liable to constant encroachment
-and require special protection.

Their economic, social and educational problems are in many
respects different from those of the Hindu and Muhammadan
Population and require special attention, special treatment
and special safeguards, and special administrative arrangements,

‘Justice to their special requirements and special problems
can only be expected from the Round 1able Conference, if their
case is presented by themselves or by persons who have been ip
prolonged and intimate touch with their lives ang bave learnt to
see thirgs with their €yes, to appreciate their view-point and
understand their categories of thought, or

. Y L > 88 an emijnepnt
g:ixthl:opologlst quaintly but expressively put -it, ¢, think
ack *’.

~ Wedo not know of any member invited to the Roung
Table Conference who is familiar with first-hang information
or, at any rate, has given the requisite time anq attention o
the study of special needs and problems of the akorigines,

¥

ound Table Confevence, as it is at, present constituteg,

of That is obviously the reagon wh J every aboriginal aembey

this Councj] sent notices {g move present resolut;
; ; . io
. some of them hayy, Just spoken strcngly izf its support,- " gnd_
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I have personal knowledge, Bir, of the keen disappointment
felt by the aborigines of Chota Nagpur at the neglect of the
authorities to grant them representation on the Round Table
Conference. : )

_ Iknow also that this disappointment among & large and
important section of the aboriginal population has developed
into resentment, since they bave found that even the dcpressed
classes have secured representation on that conference wheress
they alone are going unrepresented. B '

In cablegram sent by the Chota Nagpur Improvement
Society, which is the premier aboriginal association in the
province, to the Chairman of the Round Table Conference and
published in the Amrita Bazar Pulrika of the 80th December
last, we read— * Keenly depiore- non-reprusentaticn at
Oonference and bitterly resent unjustifiable stigma of inferiority
implied in Simon Report and Bihar Government recommenda-

tions.”’

Thus it is not my own subjective impression alone but the
declaration of the aboriginals themselves, that testifies to their
bitter resentment at this neglect.

If in the end they find that their special administrative
needs and problems have not been considered at all or not
sufficiently considered with proper knowledge and sympathy and
that suitable provisions have not been made in the constitution
to safeguard their interests, we should not be surprised if their -
present smouldering resentment ripens into silent disaffection,
if not open revolt. ) -

The hon’ble member for Singhbhum has referred to the Bantal-
reb.llion of 1855, the Kol rebellion of 1831-82 and of the Birsa-
rebellion of 1896—1900. In fact, past history and modern
experience show that frustration of hopes of economic ameliora:
tion and political betterment has in the past misled aboriginal
mobs into insane logic and awful aberrations. :

Resentment which may be appeased by suitable measures of
reform in time may not inconceivably develop hereafter into
the virus of political trouble and social revolt. They insistently
demand to have & voice in the framing of a constitution for
themn ; and this just demand ought to be carefully considered
by the authorities and suitably met by the Round Table

Conference. : . )
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-, Inthese circumstances, 8ir, it is-expected that if the attention
- of His: Excellency the Governor General and the Right Hon’ble
vhe Secretary of State and the Right: Hon’ble the Prime. Minister
of England is drawn to the urgency and reasonableness of .this
demand of the aborigines of.the province. to be represented on
at least the Minorities Sub-Committee of the Round Table
Conference, the authorities concerned, it is expected, will
appreciate the necessity and justice of meeting the demand, and
make immediate and suitable arrangements for it.

. 'With these words, 8ir, I beg to support.the resolution with
all the emphasis at my cominand.

" Babu SWAYAMBAR DAS : Bir, I'support the resolution
moved by the representative of the aboriginal populatio: and ably
supported by other members. .My association with the aboriginal
population for sixteen years- in’‘Chota -Nagpur has convinced
me that this aboriginal population has not been properly: treated
by the powers-that-be in the past. They are mostly agri-
endturists and as 2 representative :of . the agriculturists I have
the fullest sympathy. with .these people.. Certainly it is not
fair that a population—an agriculturist. population, which is.s0
numerous in the country should go unrepresented on the Round
Table Conference. -Bir, it is a well-known fact that the interest
of the agriculturists have often-been  not- well attended to, even
by the present Government. 'We the agriculturists are in almost
every ‘way- handicapped. In‘ the m

atter of ed i :
matter of appointment -and in - seve; o ucation, in the

ral-other - matters ‘affecting
the - well-being of the po ulation, -
Therefore I..do not thinkIjPI need 7e aro nimost helpless.

. " say, more than-
a}ggeagega?;s §a1;1d oIn %)alllmlf / of:atheﬂabéigines. whona:;h?rtogi?;
agriculturists, a -1ully support:the, i i

placed before the Counci;l'. "ppoRkiia semlution which has ben

‘Me. M. 6. HALLETT : ‘Sir, whenaver. n. v 1ot
from Ohota Nagpur as the aboriginal teaets it e g0 20™08

al tracts i
lot to express my sympathy for--them - but i usually falls to my

; | ut- afterwards to -
almost every resolution. . Qn..tlus occasion I am g?;dstcfosa;%)g:z
I need not take up that attitude. - .I am Prepared to. accept on
behalf of the local Government:this resolution: and by yndortake

o \ w : y:'of Btate. . Strictly. speakin
tae local Govornment as such has not hadmuch to do. with the
able Conference, but there is- no-
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reason why we should not support and represent the view put
forward by the aboriginals themselves for a voice in deciding their
future constitution. The importance of the prcblem is recog-
nised by all who are acquainted with it, its difficulties were
forcibly brought out in the Simon Report. They pointed out
that it is necessary not only to protect this large population -of
aboriginal people and to preserve their old-established system of
Jand tenure, but they also emphasized the point that it is
necessary to frame a constitution which would allow this
population to develop on their own line and thus asserted -the
principle of self-determination. The solution of the problem
proposed by them was not generally accepted though the problem
was clearly stated, and for that reasom it is more necessary
that it should be further considered by the Round Table Con-
ference or by some committee of the Round Table Conference or
by some other body which will deal with the problem of the
fature constitution. Ranchi has recently been fortunate in
having a personal visit from His Excellency the Governor-
General, though we all regret that it was too short. But I feel
sure that this short visit and the loyal welcome which he got
from all sections of the population of Ranchi and Hazaribagh will
make him feel sympathy for the inhabitants of these parts and
take an interest in the problem of the aboriginal people. I {eel
sure that His Excellency will do all he can to see that their
interests are not neglected. I will therefore undertake on behalf
of Government to bring this resolution and speeches which have
been made in support of it to the notice of His Excetlency the
Governor General at the earliest possible opportunity.

Rai Bahadur SARAT CHANDRA RAY : S8ir, on behalf
of the aborigines I beg to thank the hon’ble the Chief Secretary
and Government for accepting this resolution. ‘

Mr. GARBEYT CAPTAIN MANKI: Sir, T thank th®
hon’ble Chief Secretary for accepting my resolution. |

The Hou’ble the PRESIDENT : The question is:

.This Council recommends to Government that the representation of the
aborigines in the Round Table Conference and particularly in the Minarities
Sub-committee of that conference is ersentizlly necessary to safegunard their
jntercsts and urges upon them the importance of cilling the immediate
sttention of His kxceliency the Governor General and the Secretary of State
for India to the urgenoy of the claims of the aborigines to be represented on
the Ronnd Table Confereuce.

The motion was adopted. ' 2

T —— —

6 VLC,
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Maulavi SATYED MUHAMMAD HAFERZ: Sir, with. the
permission of the House and of the Chair, T beg. leave to move
the resolution® of Babu Shrinandan Prashad Narayan Singh
Sharma with the necessary alterations that I wish to. make
toiit. ‘

The Hon’ble the PRESEDENT : I think thiat cannot be
done’ because Bibu Shrinandan Prashad Narayan Singh Sharma
must get in writing an authority from the hon’ble
member to move the resolution and my assent as well. F was
quite prepared to give it but as he has nct brouglit the authority
in writing I caunot do that.

Batu KALTAN SINGH Sir; I do not wish o move tlhe
resolutiont standing in my name but T wish toadd an explanation

------------------

The Hoo'ble the PRESIDENT : If the hon'ble membor
does'not want to mové the resolution then he cannot say anything
excepta brief explanation of his withdrawal,

ADDITIONAL HOLIDAYS FOR EDUL-FITR AND ID-UZ-ZOH A. FESTIVALS,
" Mavlavi EKEALILUR RA HMAN :  Sir, I beg to move :
Phis Council recommends to Government to

and toadd nne day more before the ¢ Id-

revise the ligt of holidays
* Id-uz-Zoha ? to the holidays alcendy ail

ul-Fite’ and one day more after the
owed for thesc festivalg,

. My object in, moving this resolu
lneonvenience on account of the “ncertainty in the visibility of

the moon. We have 8ut,as the He.use is aware, only two days for
Id-ul-Fitr, namely, the day on whje

tion is that we feel great

here should be op
more added to the two days we have already got oy Ig?;l-t(il:ly
that is, one day before the Id-ul-Fitr holiday. ’
Similarly in the case of Id-uz-Zoha we leel great ; -
X VifS‘e__ T performing the sacrifice on the lag day %vﬁic’h ]i’;cof?xv:d'
*This Cone; :

 steps to mako provision for the
atna College during the present acedemic

$ Thia Connej] recommends 4,
di_atrlo‘tbouds in the provinee :o :lﬁ:::artera tms?gl?enx;?t:sﬁ:ﬁ :::g: for "ithortzing the



