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dssued to us as to the discussion on ¢he general. demands, By these rul
© -eertain days haye %o be fixed, and section 182 says: ¢ Notice of a motio
omit or reduce any grant shall ha given two days before the . day appointed fﬁ’
‘the discussion of such’grant’, Ppe Rotice issued to ys provides for all th
- .grants to be discussed op all the days, anq it is impossibla for,us to give two
: iys‘ notice required under section 132~ such notice is to he regarded as du
. notice. I Suggest that separate days should .be fixed for the discussion
" :separate heads. . N : .

. . . o
The Honourable the President ¢ Thisis o magter which concerns th
~combined convenience of the Finance Department ang the Assembly.
think we should hear the Finance Member’s views on the subject. .
- The Honourable Mr. W. M, Hailey : W, recognise that perhaps it would
bave been much more convenient for the House if we had been able to ask the
‘Governor General to allot definite days for the diseussion of thoge various
"demands for grants ; but we were unaware how long the House would like ‘to
ke" over each question and of” the comparative Importance they would
attach to different grants. For this reason W
" definite allotment of

L € Were unablg o suggest &
time. If in -future ears it appears that yye could

o mﬁtably do so0, we shall certainly propose the allotment of a definite time and!
/. “-date for ench demand for grants. Asitig I i i i )

. . give the necessary notice under section 1325 T am net sure whether I gy i
~ . -order in Putting a suggestion o You, but if T do 50, i
" rules should be interpreted in the most libera]
~that the first orant standing on i
: for that two ys’ notice wil] } ‘
grant. But as regards the others, I woulq ask th

‘ at in apn
Teasonable notice has be

; Y case in which!
0 given, the” motion shall be'
"The Honourab}e the President ; T understand ghot
Mencl)bflr puI(\:Is'thf; %)om;‘ in order ¢, DProtect the rights of Mem

in rder No. .72, e s stion made b the H "inanoe .
_ B&%mber 1s eminently reasong e, %fgnd, _providedy the no&zgu;&(};{:&aﬁl}e 2113:: (:
1112,05 unreasonably short, t.he Chair Will not’ e 'too stiff in interpretipg' tha,f;!

the Honourabl
bers under Stand-

ule,

- ’ ) —_—— . . . "
RESOLUTION RZ SELECT COMMITTEE on ESHER coaryyp.
- TEE’S REPORT. - -

' Chaudhuri Shahab-ud-Din : Sir, the Resolution which, with the leave of
~the House, I wish to move

Is as follows ;
¢ That this Assembly recommends to the Governor e
- consisting of the following Mem),

neral in Counci] that & Committee;
i o of the Assembly, namely, M. Samarth, Sir P, 8.
"Sivaswamy Aiyer, Mr. T. Ra

7 g adu Nath Majumdar Bahadur, Sjy Jamsotjeo;

- Jeejeebhoy, Dr. Gour, Mr. 8. § ha, Bh n Singh, Mr. N. M Joshi, Mr. J.'N.

Mr. Ginwala, Lieutenant-Colone] Herbert, Lleutennnt-Colonel Gid
he chairmanship of the Honourable the. 1

. .o dtlember, be appointed to consider the ’Re rt
of the Esher Committee and to report thejy Teconimendationy t, the Assembly on or before
Mavch 214¢ ' :

.. Sir, the Resolution which I originally intended ¢, Move is slightly differ-
tly Worded, T gave notice of that Resolution on the 21st of January, but as -
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the result of the ballot it was put on the 24th of February for discussion and
was not reached. Therefore, it was not taken up. In the meantime, Sir, .-
8ir “Sivaswamy Aiyer had given notice of almost all the important topics e
-covered by the Esher Committee’s Report to be discussed in separate -
Resolutions to be moved by him. I think his Resolutions covered almost .
the whole ground, excepting perhaps that of the medical services, dealt
with by the Esher Committee. His ‘first Resolution, which related only
to Parts 1 and 2 of the Esher Committee’s Report, ‘was taken up on
the 17th and accepted by Government with a slight modification. .He
" asked Government not to takeany action on Parts 1 and 2 of the Report, and
- mot to subordinate the Indian military staff to the. British War Office. ~Thisi:
priniciple was accepted by the Government and the Resolution was passed by
this ﬁouse. But the other Resolutions, of which notice had been given by
- him, were not taken up. One of them was fixed for the 5th, but it was not
reached. Similarly, other Resolutions of his are yet on the notice board, but .
there is no chance, I think, of “their being taken up this Session. If my - e
Resolution is accepted by the House, I hope all those Resolutions will become =
unnecessary beeause a Select Committee, in which - this House will place its
confidence, will go into the whole Report carefully and then submit a considered:
Report for the consideration and discussion of this House.

I have proposed the period of a fortnight ‘because the Government is

- -anxious, and very rightly, to ascertain the opinion of this House as well as of

the other House to communicate it to the Secretary of State in time. Indeed, -
the Report, as some of the Honourable Members might have observed, was

EAY

signed some day in June last, though it was published in India in November
-and has already been almost a dead letter for so many months. * It is very
-desirable that now the Report should be considered and some action, if possible,
‘taken on it. ' : .

.. Sir, the Report is of special and exceptional importance to India not only
from the military point of view, but also from the political and financial points -
of view. It has been adversely criticised not only in India, but also in.
England. Pa(f)ers, of the standing and reputation of ZLondon Times.
hgve criticised - it adversely. Here, in India, people, whether they have read
it or not, have become sb suspicious about it that they consider it altogether a .
dangerous measure. Those who read it might perhaps change their opinion .
:after reading it, but those who have not read it and are acting only on hearsay .
-or on the opinion of others, their opinion, of course, is very much prejudiced

\

-against it. Yet, the fact, that the entire Indian Press has condemned the . °
Report unanimonsly, I think; is one which the Government should take into -
-consideration, take the House into its confidence, invite a considered report of

the Select Committee, and then submit it to the House for discussion,

There are ouly two or three points which are usually yajsed critic
.of the Report. The first is thatp it subordinates the .I\IilitarybyDl;o“E?nenﬁ,
India to the War Office in England. Of course, this position has been repudi-
.ated by the Government. "The second objettion is that it is a measuve ‘of o
very reactionaty character and that, if accepted, it might in practice ba fonnd™!
inconsistent with the Reforms. This point, I think, is not free from doubt. .
‘Phe authors of the Report say: ¢

¢ Wo desire also to mention that we have bet;n vequested, in considering our recommenda~
tions, to avoid, if possible, framing them in such manner 85 1WAY bereafter prove
inconsistent with the gradual approach of India towards o Dominion status.

i
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Well, despite this ‘declaration of the authors of the Report, peop.le b
rightly oy wrongly, that it ig g reactionary measure, that jn practice it
,ssib{y work inconsistently with the

i Reforms. Evep the Governm
o g:ve admitted that there are phrases and sentence

s in the Report .whi
are  misleading, Sir Godfrey " Fell -on tpe 17th February, as the repo
of the Proceedings of thig Asse

mbly shows, spoke as fo otvs :
_ Point of view of the Government of Indiy is this,
certain sentences i i

Thus we have the assurance of
eport.  Yet it isadmitted that th

%o be construed in such away that
“there is this fact, that the Report; ;
ere and there on some Points of detaj],
Sir Krishns, Gupta hag adde
el it a2 Minute of Dissent, but
. simply intended to suﬁplement the Repo

- " Paragraph 8 of the eport are so im
consideration gt the hands of the Selact C
He ]pljoposes that the numbey of King’
should - ially i i

’ ment should be extended o all p

. he Territorial Force should be mage 5 su

gular army, and that steps should pe ¢q

" educational® institutions for all brancheg 0
saying :

. - . ; .
- ' Our proposals must sdd largely to the army expenditnre, which is alreag hizh, and

* only way of introducing economy without impqiyiy, iency ig dpadr on0Y high, an
Indian element in the ri’mks as well ag in anpei!;::r po%itfggl.?my 8 ,mdgally to increase )
~ So, when the signatories to the Report
and sentences do exist which are misleadine

' s arases
on all points among the Members of the aommittee, it is den'o o ¥
Report should be A report of

very carefully serufinised, such Supremé
Importance and far-reaching consequences should be deg]t with ¢ '
requires careful consideration, )

to say one or two word
before I sit down ; Why have I put in 14 non-officia]g d
Member? T think it 1s the wish

of every Member Present in this House p
-to embarrass Government, but, ag fa, s possible, “to Co-operate and wor
armoniously with Government, ¢o

nsistently  of course, with the interest
ot-Indis.  I'do not think the fact that there jg only one offigia] Member will !
ny

Way affect the soundnesg of the conclusiong g Which the Seleet Commi )
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‘may arrive, and I hope Government will not mind this. The reason why
I have fixed only - a fortnight is this. Sir, everybody is aware that this
‘Session is to come to an end in a few weeks, and the Report has already
.remained undiscussed for so many months. I-wish that it may be finally
disoussed before this Session ends, and that some action may be taken upon
it, it is necessary that'the opinion of this House should be communicated to
the Secretary of State. I must thank the Government before sitting down
for having given me o few minutes of their official day. I would request
‘the Honourable Members of this House not to enter into any discussion now,
.and to accept my Resolution unanimously because, when the Select Com-
mittee’s Report is placed before the House for discussion, every Member will
haye ample opportunity of expressing his views upon it.

With these words, Sir, I move the Resolution.

The Honourable the President: The following Resolution has been
moved : , . , o - .
" *Phat this Assembly recommends to the Govérnor General in Council that a Committee;
-consisting of the following Members of the Assembly, namely, Mr. Samarth, Sir P. 8,
Sivaswamy Aiyer, Mr. T. Rangachaviar, Rai Jadu Nath Majumdar Bahadur, Sir Jamsetjeo
Jeojecbhoy, Dr. Gour, Mr. 8. Sinha, Bhai Man Singh, Mr. N. M. Joshi, Mr. J. N. Mukherea,
Mr. Ginwala, Licutenant-Colonel Herbert, Licutenant-Colonel Gidney, and the Movel, under
the chairmanship of the Honourable the Law Member, be appointed to consider the Report

~of the Esher Committce and to roport their recommendations to the Assembly on or before
March 21st.’

Sir Godfrey Fell: Sir, I do not propose to detain this Assembly for more
than & few moments, especially when I see that most of the Members are
-anxious to get to grips with the Budget. The Governmernt of India very
willingly accept the proposal put forward by the Honourable Mover of this .
Resolution. 'Fhey do so solely in order to facilitate the examination of the -
Esher Committee’s Report, and to enable them, at an early opportunity, te * -
telegraph to the Secretary of State the considered views ‘of this Assembly on .
-all controversial points arising out of that Report. I think I have explained
before that the Government of India are quite as anxious as any one in this
Assembly can be to obtain the opinion of the Assembly on that Report, since
there are many matters connected with the reorganisation of the Army, -
matters which closely affect the expenditure on- the Army, which are at
present hung up, owing to our having promised to take no further action until
we have ascertained the views of this Assembly. I hope, therefore, that this
Assembly will unanimously support this Resolution without further discussion.

Rai Bahadur Bishambhar Nath: Sir, Ibeg to support the Resolution -

4hat has been moved by my friend, the Honourable Chaudhuri Shahab-ud-Din.
I need not say that public opinion has never been satisfied as to the mode.
-adopted in constituting the ¢ Army in India Committee,’ popularly known as -
¢ Esher Committee.’” Nor bave the people approved of the method of recording
eevidence adopted by the Committee. It necessarily follows, therefore, that the
recommendations made by the ¢ Esher Committee * should be looked upon with. "
suspicion. The expenditure on the Army of our country, already very high, is  ~

ing to be increased enormously as the result of some of the recommendations
of the Committee. The money will have to be got from the people’s pockets.
It is only fair, therefore, that the people’s representatives should carefully
examine the Report and express their views on the subject. I, therefore,
strongly support the Resolution and commend it to your acceptance,

o
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o (Af this stage several H

] onourable Members rose and moved that
~'Question be now put.) - ' ' .
. The Honourable ‘the President : The Question’ is, that the question’
now p C ,
The motion was adopted, C
. The Honourable the President: The ‘Question is, that the Resolutio
28 read from the Chair, be accepted. - ' o :
" ‘The motion was adopted, L
B - X "_\. )
GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET.
' Finst Stace ' ’ a

|
. ¢

| RaiJ. N, Majumdar Bahadur: Sir, as one whe sincerely believes I

r ; hobas. domir:lant and a subject country, b

t y 2 common ag, and. as one who also sincere.

- believes, that by tact, good will ang firmness, we shal] ere long be able to ma

the-alre 2 Colonies acknowledge us g equals, J
- -8ssure those-of opr

onourable friends who gti]] v 1d dmést;ayn a.t 02

) long Iriends who wield our iny thad

* . have not the Jeaet intention or desire in what I am going to say o yfa,n f]
Ying embers of non-co-operation,
Being a plain man of Plain words and not 5 diplomat ,wwhe B
does not mean, I request the Honourable HousI:a to take me ::ﬁus‘f; n;thé
I say that my heart fell within myself when I looked at - tho SOrrov

Honourable the Fin i : i
- Budget the other day, and T saig wipy. myseg "t When he iniroduced Y

y bad T known magic, black or white;

d and silver ﬂt.’é
gna.ke him ¢ smiling and 'pomforta,ble’ like hig Predecessorg ot o
. Is denied to us, mortals, in thig iron age, and the ¢,
- filled in other ways.’

He seems to address yg somewhat in this style: ‘Well, Gentlemen, ¥y

et on your trial ; if You do not vote my demands, we sha]] Proclaim jt fromt

. house tops that you are ng good, for ‘the most critieal test of the ca,pa.cit:y of #

..~ Representative Assembly ’ is t yice to ‘the height of the responsibility ’ and to

' vote all my demands.’ - . R
When I saw the Honourable the

: v Finance Minister rising to his full height
and uttering this threat, my heart, old anqg weak as it js, shrgnk within myself;
and I felt myself face to face with my o]q schoolmaster,

wisdom into our thick skulls without displaying his birch

. L hope it will not distarb the equanimity of ghig House and prevent
m doing jts duty to the country or the Government, L

o . % Vide page 663, )

instil!
who could never inst! i




