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THE BIHAR IRRIGATION. AND..FLOOD -PROTECTION (BETTERMENT
CONTRIBUTION) BILL, 1958 (L.A. BILL NO. 12 OF 1958). -
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SPEAKER : Thls is the Iast straiv -of1 the camel’s back

Shri RAMESHWAR PRASAD MAHTHA : Itis ealso a point
whether this is the last straw on the ca,mel’s back- or’ there are
more straws.
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“3 (b) (i¢). No betterment contribution shall be levied 1f the
cost of such work, not- being a tube-well, river pump-
. ing set, reservoir or storage dam, is less than rupee

ten lakhs™ ;
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“2 (d). ‘“Irrigation work” means any work of _irrigation -or
any system of such work, natural or artificial, cons-
gructed, improved or maintained by the Sta.te Govem-
ment and includes,—

als, channels, tanks, we]]s tube—wel]s, reservoirs,
(z) all ;g';;ds, sprmg-ponds, lakes and other natural collec:
tion of water, or parts thereof, all embankments,

: barrages, weirs, dams, guide banks, river pumping.

. gots, end all other works which afe constructed,

‘ improved or maintained by the State Government

for the purpose of irrigation’ :
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., -Bubject o the provision of section 4, the State Govern-
' -inent shiall .be entitled 0. levy and rocover & better.
ment ‘contribution “in gocordance with the provisions
of this Act from the owner. of any land which in its
opinion is ‘benefited by .any irrigation work or flood
protection work or part of such work whether com-
pleted after the commencement of this Act or at any
time before such commencement but not earlior than
he 15th-day ‘of August 19517
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" A Jand’ shall.be deemed to be benefited from an irrigation
work if it is capable of being benefited from such
" work notwithstending. that the benefit is not' enjoyed
due to any action or inaction on the part of the
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fifth of the rates mentioned in clauses (a),. (b)', (c),

2.

Palamau, Singhbhum, Dhanbad or Santhal Parganss,

the rate of betterment contribution sh
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There was, however, a set _back in our production during the
quingquennium covered by the First Five Year Plan. Thus, against
an average annual production of 4917 thousand tons of the five
important cereals during the five years ending 1950-61, the average
annual production was only 4,600 thousand tons during the quin-
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Quennium .ending 1955-56, While.the . average - annual production of
%erea.’lson a.;all-lndib.basisisestimated to have incl:ea,sedby 26 per
: I8 ending 1966-57, the

Ttant oereals in Bihar is estimated to have
gone down 8 per cent. from the quinquennium ending 1950-51
to the quinguenniym, ending 1955.56,

cent from 5 years ending 1951-53 4o five ye
production of the impo
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All-Tndig, Index. Bihar Index.

] - 0.5 68.4

- 1951-52 - 9.1 74.8

1952-53 101.1 93.8

1953-54 119.1 103.3

1954-55. 114.4 75.8

~ 1955-56 : 111.3 91.1
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For some works, part of the cost : has been
recovered (or is recoverable) from the oultivators ejthep in oagh
or through labour contributions, A be.ttergnent lqu on landsg
served by wells and tanks s, therefora, 10t justified. Minor irrigatiop,
works like tubeswells ang 8torage tanks, which Provide 8ubstantig)
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‘DAILY DIGEST.

(Thursday, the 24th September 1959.) g
y : Pagzs.

Bill under consideration 1

The Bihar Irrigation and Flood protection (Betterment 227
Contribution) Bill, 1958 as reported by Select Commi- =
ttee. Further discussion on the  Amendment given
notice of by Shri Ramdeo Singh for ‘gjreulation of the
Bill forthe purpose of eliciting opinion thereon on the
Original motion of eonsideration of the Bill (Contd.).
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