WOOL DISINFEGTION AND LEAD POISOKING. e

As regards the second Resolution; namely, the profection of women a_n(i«

children against lead poisoning, the matter is an extremely simple one. So far -

as we are concerned, in India we have very few trades in which there is any

possibility of lead poisoning occurring. Lead smelting has been started in

Burma and steps are being considered for the starting of lead smelting in
India itself. 1f lead industries be started in India, we shall have to take

effectual steps to protect women and children who are likely tobe exposed to

lead poisoning, and with that in view we are suggesting a clause in the new

Bill amending the Indian Factories Act for consideration next month.

1f the Assembly, therefore, approves of this, namely, that we should take = |
steps to protect women and children against lead poisoning, I-think we shall -

have satisfied the League of Nations for the time being. .
- The question is that the Resolutions be accepted.
The motion was adopted.

.

RESOLUTION RZ ESTABLISHMENT OF GOVERNMENT
' HEALTH SERVICES. . . g

The Honourable Sir Thomas Holland : Sir, I beg to move the following
Resolution :

*This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that he should examine
the possibility of giving effect to the Recommendation concerning the establishment of
Government Health Services adopted by the General Conference of the Tnternational Labour
Organization of the League of Nations convened at Washington on the 20th October 1910."

I should like, in speaking on this question, to refer, if I may, in order to
save speeches on my part and to limit the strain on your patience, very briefly
to the amendmnent which Mr. Joshi proposes to move that instead of examin-
ing the possibility of giving effect, we should take steps at once to give effect
to this recommendation regarding the Government Healtlr Services. :

If Mr. Joshi will stir his memory for a little, I think he will probably con-
* firm the ideas I arfived at with regard to the amending of that recommenda-
tion, that it was introduced at a time when the Conference at Washington was
discussing unhealthy processes—the employment of women and children in
connection with unhealthy processes. The recommendation reads as follows:
(after the usual formalities) . ., . . ~

‘ having decided upon the adoption of certain proposals with regard to women's employ-
ment ;| unhealthy processes, . . . . and having determined that these proposals shall
_ take the form of a recommendation, we recommend that a Government service shall be
charged with the duty of safeguarding the health of the workers, which will keep in touch
-with the International Labour Office.’ : .

I take it, therefore, that, although ﬂlé wording is not quite clear, ~.

it was the intention of the Conference at Washington ~ that this

recommendation should apply only to ‘and follow on that dea.ling‘w.ith-.f'
the question of the employment of women and children in conneckion.

-with lead and other unhealthy processes. But it does mob apply, to.
-workers as a whole, because the question of the heal

th of workers )

.as a whole is'a wider one that is déalt with by "our ordinary Medical Service-

~in India and by sanitary and Public Health Departments as in other ¢o°
I fancy, therefore, that Mr. Joshi has overlog)l?ed. at this } onglea.rl ncg;iézs
sequence of events at Washington which,as I said, is not very f,l(:a.t t{e Con-

- except in this special paragraph 2, from which it -would-appear processes when -

ference was considering specifically the question of unhealthy

LA

A ! - -

ther conntries. .-
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:]lzgyka:.;é{ed for the institution of a special Government Health Service. 'T
in

1t is right that we should jn due course inquire into {he necessity and the
pp_ssib'xllty of establishing this service, and we are already moving in the
direction of (!omg. something with regard to providing medical aid for the
women, and inquiries are now being made by Miss Broughton, who has been
attached to the Lahour Buyegn of the Centrul Government and has had a great
. of. €xperience of women apd children’s Iabour under the M inistry of
Mnmt_lons during the yar. Wearealso in touch with the Infunt Welfare move-
ment in the hope that e shall be able to join forces with them in the question,
"not of Inspection from the legal point of view, but of inspection with .o view
elpgng the women and children in the clogely congested Industrial areas.
ut my point now js that Mr. Joshj might accept my suggestion that the
Tecommendation refers specially to unhealthy processes. And the reason why
I think Mr. Joshj has Partly forgotton the fact is that on turning up the pro-
ceedings of the Conference, when that question was put to {he full conferencey
find that Mr. Joshi did not vote at all. 8o dhat apparently at the time he di
Not consider that, from the point of view of India, there was anything very
mportant in these Government Healtl, Services. They are not, so far, very

Important, because, as [ w we have not yet gt; s althy processes.:
-in indnstr}es. s ¥, yet started these unhealthy 1 _

The Honourable the President: The question is that .

v “This Assembly recommends to the Governor Gen : . 1ing
ity LS ; eml in C ; hould exan
the posslblllti’} of giving effect (o the Recommendation r:-on(zl;:']rf;}vt'h ;tlu]:lec:tzlll;lisluncn of
_Goven.xme.nt ealth Services adopt?d by the General Conference of the In ternational Labou?
Organization of the League of Nationg convened  at Washington oy the 20th October 1919

Mr. N. M. Joghj : Sir, T am quite aware of the circumstmlcc-“',“'l",cllll
8-25 py.  brought forwand this recommendation before the Washingto

onference. 1 know that it avose out of the discussion of un;
healthy processes, . But, at the same time, T do not accept the theory tha

There is no word in the recommendation which limits its application. 1t
a.pphes. to all Wworkers, and I therefore feel that the Joining together of these .
two things, tiz., dangerous trades and the establishment of Health Servicesy
. Then, Sir, ﬂ,‘is Question of the establishment of ealth Services is very -
1important, and it.does not also involve heavy expenditure upon Government-
I do not think there is mucl, to e considered in this question, Not only
that, but this question of appo-nting some medical officers has already been
considered by a Comm.xttee appointed in the year 1906, and T sha]] read whab
they say on this question. - ' ‘

The Honourable the President : Is the Honourable Membey movihg his
amendment ? - )

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Yes, Sir. T wish o move my amendment.. I beg tO"

- move:

. *That for the words ‘examine the possibility of giving’, the Wol'db‘give' b¢
mbs@it\;ted.’ : ‘ o .

‘e ’
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The amendment is very small indeed, and it only asks Govemment:?‘:w' give
effect to the Recommendation regarding the Establishment of Health Services
I shall read now the words of the Textile Factory Labour Committee of 190

¢ With regard to the fifth question put before them whether o separate staff -of Medical
Inspectors should be appointed, the Committee were quite agreed on the desirability of sueh -
appointments. :

They are of opinion that a number of Medical Officers should" be assigned to se wrate-.
areas, these to depend on the number of works and the facilities for reaching them, and that
their whole time should be devoted to the work of Factory Inspection.’ '

Sir, although we may not have factories which are very dangerous or the
processes of which are very unhealthy, still we have a2 ‘number of factories ~ -
which are such—even the textile factories are such—that if 2 man works there -
for a long time, he suffers in health. Look at 2 mill hand in Bombay, and -
you will find him pale. He is more liable to suffer from consumption than

" people who work in oftices. If this is the case then, it is absolutely necessary
* that there should be some officers who will look after the health of the workers, -
and who will examine the health conditions of factories. I know that Govern-
ment appoint Fagtory Inspectors. 'But unfortunately, among these Factory

Inspectors, there are many who know nothing about sanitation and hygiene.
It seems that, perhaps, when making these appointments Government consider
it a disqualification for a man to know anything about hygiene. I therefore
_strongly feel that this recommendation should be given effect to without
much delay. This will not involve great expenditure. Let the Govern-
ment, in the beginning, appoint a few Medical Officers in each, Pre~
sidency, and if they really want to economise, T shall.recommend to them
_ to appoint Indian medical graduates instend of European I. M. S. officers. .
Certainly that won’t cost much. I therefore move my amendment and I = -
hope that this Assembly will accept it. ' ' Lo

Mr. B. Venkatapatiraju: Sir, I regret to oppose the amendment of -
.31 p.a. M. -Joshi, for the simple reason whether we have got enough -
. "Medieal Officers to attend to the pRrsons who are already suffer~ .
ing in the couniry and whether we can spare any of them to attend fo the
factories. The other question is whether the general taxpayer is to provide .
medical help for these workmen, or whether the factory owners should provide
these officers. These are questions which the Government. have to consider.
Further, Sir Thomas Holland-is perfectly right in saying that Government - -
should take these into consideration when making provision, and there is no
use of saying that the Government should provide it. We have to provide
it and we are in .a position to provide it, and, therefore, T think it is better .
%mf;l w?l should sdccept the original proposal as proposed by Sir Thomas
olland. : L

Mr, J. Chaudhuri : Sir, I beg to support Mr. Joshi’s amendment.~ Tt it
. absolutely necessary that the Medical Services should not be appointed by $he
- factory owners, and it is one of the obligations of the State to see that proper .
conditions of health aye preserved in all factories. As M. Joshi said there
maay be cases of phthisis, and of course, the factory owners will try »to-.econoq:;.se- L
and they would not try to appoint the right sort of medical men. Besi ?ﬁ"- .
this, there is another element, and that is, that the Medical Services thgtla?w. )
be provided should include lady doctors because women and chxldren‘forr;‘ml a :é;ie |
part of the labour population in large factories, and there should.be female medi-

cal officers who should look aftey the comforts and. ,he”‘ItH of these women and

b
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-children. These are thé duties of the State. T would further suggc.st :1;3:
it is obligatory on the factory owners to provide for education ulso"l‘“? rtt‘ﬁ' ng;ic
which, when the Factory Bill comes, we shall make suggestions, \\lf)l iy
-ave absolutely necessary in this country to improve thelot of the I }n; e
classes. One is'education and anotheris health, and both thege tlun;:s. oug ll" 0
looked after by the State, not merely in the interests of the labouring - .l-“:h-e:
“but if the labouring classes are better educated that will inerease o
efficiency of lubour and incroase the production which will he as "~tor’
to the interests of the country as  to  the interests of  the f:-l.(-l ee.:l
owners. Therefore 1 most heartily support the amendment that has )‘b]e
moved by my Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, and 1 appeal  to llmm:l’:nce
Sir Thomas Holland to accept this amendment, and Government may 2 o
give effect to the recommendations of the International Labour Organisa
in this respect., - :

" 335 Py, Mr. N. M. Joshi: Sir, I rise to give an explanation.

. , ride

* My amendment does not recommend that Government “should P"O)‘(')::llt
amedical help for all factory workers. Tt only asks Government to “1:1[ al<0
some health officers to enquire into the health conditions of factorics an chat
to look generally after the health of the workers. But I did not mean tren
Government should establish o separate Medical Service in order to tr
every patient in all factorjes,

Mr. Chaudhuri Shahab-ud-Din: I have stood up to support the am ?tng

- ment of Mr. Joshi.  So far as I have heen able to gather the real ol)JCCq o

the recommendations of International Labouy Organisation, as well .a-t he

the Resolutions pat hefore this Assembly by the Tlonourable Mover, is b .
protection of health and manhood of Indian labourers,

[ &
- ; . . X a,ke
- I fOl' one thlllk thﬂt any scheme or armngement, “’lll(ﬁh (IOCS llOt' m

in
very sufficient and efficient Provision for Protecting the health of labourin
classes shall remaip incomplete.

The ‘objection, that, the cost of creating a Health Department, or, m”’-klilg
any other arrangements for the protection of health, should not he borne

It is in the interests of m{""IEOO 0
C ing this question. In fact legislation is ‘going ues
be proposed for this Very purpose next month. I think India’s reve; Wwe
should bear the cost of Protecting the health of her labouring eclasses. 1% 0,
are to follow the *eécommendations of the International Labour Organisatiot
we should follow it as it ig made, and should not nullify or modjfy its effect o
introducing the words ‘examing the possibility of giving’. The words
the recommendation, on which thig Resolution is based, are as follows

- - . r

‘ The General Conference recommends that ‘each Member of the Intornational I‘“lelly
Organisation, which have not already done go, should establish, g soon as possible, nOtr vice

a system of efficient factory inspection, but also, in addition theroto, a Government ,ﬁekwp

especiolly charged with t_he duty of snfezum:dmg the health of the workers which wi Inter-
in touch with the International Labour Offce. [ Page 109, Bulletin No. 4~ The ‘

hational Labour Organisation.]

. 0 s s .‘ 't ].n its

8o, if we are to accept .the lec_ommendatmp, We must accept it "
"éntir;;j'] and should not, by introducing the qualifying words, nullify 1‘ts very
‘essence, ) ' :
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: - ' i
For these reasons, I strongly support the sound and sensible amendment
proposed by the Honourable Mr. Joshi. . '

Mr. Harchandrai Vishindas: Ialso rise to support the amendment of
9.39 par, M1 Joshi as against the proposition which Sir Thomas' Holland.- -
‘ ** has put forward, for these considerations. To say ‘ examine the- -

possibility of giving effect to’ as distinguished from *giving effectto’ leaves
aloophole open for not giving effect to the recommendation. The ground for
adopting a Resolution of that nature would be that we are in a state of doubt
as to whether circumstances have arisen to give effect to.the recommendation or
not. But I think that we are not in any doubt at the present moment that
these institutions should be started. Therefore, I think the sense of the:
House will be that Mr. Joshi has hit the right nail on the head -and that, ,
instead of waiting and tinkering with the question, by examining into the-
possibility, we should give effect to this recommendation at once.

Then, as regards the objection which has been taken by Mr. Venkata
patiraju on the ground that the Government have -to contemplate the con-
sideration of the question whether the cost will be borne by the State or by--
‘the factory owners, I think that question does not arise; it has no bearing:
upon the issue at all. The Resolntion does not speak of the cost being borne-
by one party or another, and on that point I think Mr. Chaudhwri’s remarks
also are hardly relevant. Therefore, I respectfully urge that Mr. Venkata--
patiraju’s objection does not deserve any consideration. The point that is.
taken in the Resolution itself by Sir Thomas Holland is that: .

*This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that he should examine-
the possiblity of giving effect to the recommendation concerning the establishment of
Government Health Services adopted by.the General Conference of the International Labour
Organization of the League of Nations, ete., etc.” .

It will be seen that in this- there is no question of which party should
.bear the cost. Therefore, I submit, Sir, tbat the objections which have-
been taken by Mr. Venkatapatiraju and My, Chaudhuri do not arise in this:
- connection at all. . ) ,

Mr. R. A. Spence: Sir, in opposing the amendment, may I point out
that the Resolution merely asks that we should learn to walk before we run,
and that it is much better that the whole ‘question should be carefully
examined before definite orders are issued concerning this recommendation.

Rai- Bahadur Bakhshi .Sohan Lal: Sir, I also support the amend-
9.49 * ment moved by Mr. Joshi. The hot climate of this country
.42 P.M. iti X 1 ies in “thi
and the unhealthy conditions surrounding factories in this
* country, together with the unwholesome and insufficient food supplied to the: -

workers and the length of the hours during which labourers in this country, .~
are engaged by the masters of factories, necessitate the establishment of . -

health services such as have been recommended by the General Conference; "

. to safeguard the health of -thesé labourers among whom are to be found -
children and women of weakly constitution, With these words, I. support ..
the a:mendment to the Resolution. . L

Rao Bahadur T. Rangachariar: Sir, I am sorry ‘that I have to
oppose this amendment, Mugh as 1 wish that medical relief hould be glgex;
to safeguard the health of the workers, I feel sure it would be th:)o ;l?uc 0
a burden to throw upon the Government at this e to ask themfo
establish at Government expense health services ¢ha »-ged W‘th this ‘_hlty . We

- t
3
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- .-I think we ought not to he persuaded by this false cry of plnil:mthrom'the

~
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avre now concerned with the health of a few thousands of lahourers. What
about the millions in the villages who die of malaria and various other
diseases are we able to carry medical relief to their doors 7 1s it not the
complaint everywhere that we have not got enough money, enongh men.
When we have to think of the health of millions of our countrymen, \\"ll?t
i this solicitude about the health of a few thousand laLourers engaged
industry ? It is justa misplaced sympathy for industrial lalour, hecause
this labour counts_for much in European countries. In this country als0 the
cudgels. are taken up by those who pose as philanthropists,  But what about
the agricultural labourers who die in millions and hundreds of thousands
31'1 over- the country? We have not got enough funds. or enough men
Where are the medical schools and colleges to truin men for this work
Thg old system of medical science has died out and we have not got evt:l“ ‘
assistant surgeons to look after the health of the villagers,  We eed funcs
very badly in order to give medical relief to millions in this country, “;,Lr

!’ahe health of the industrial labourer. When, Sir, we hLave to consider

nterests of millions, let us not waste our funds by merely misplaced leniency
© In thesge matters. . -

h my

Mr. Jamnadas Dwarkadas: Sir, T cannot sce eveto eve With has
o M e -

Honourable friend, Mr. Rancachariar. in the are nts
845 par, ‘ iend, ngachariar, in the argume 4
. . advanced against the. .amgndmcnt of 1?1\? onourable frient
Mr.Joshi. His argument amounts fothis: It js not possible for G“-‘"’rnmcnl"
he says for us, to look after the millions ; therefore, we should not look aﬁtec
the health of a few who are entrusted to our care and who toil from mo"nll:;'

till evening for the purpose of increasing our wealth, 1 do not see any foll'ab ’
in that argument at all. T graut thatitis the duty of Government to s¢¢5 Iv'
the health of everyone in the country isproperly looked after. But if the Go i
ernment has so far failed to look after the lealth of the millions, then ¥ ¢
Means propose legislation to compel Government to look after the

..g_lsztlzdmgi(l)l.ions, to whose rescue rf{y I'Iouourablgz friend, Mr. Rang

the'BuE:xgr "lse.that for the purpose of preventing help being l'e“"hegr in
this H ers s, I think, an argument which cannot hold much W"'l w”
-this House. Now, 8ir, I think that there is a oood deal of force ’ ta-
e;:;;d'ln th; ‘(’irgument advanced by my Honouwrable friend, Mr. Venl\f’ing -
I)1 RJ:u.] tion 3 not think that the intention of Government i ™% .y -
e t.cso " -1011? l,n the ;E.orm in which it has heen moved is to sbe ve)ul"
question or fo -evade it altogether. Tt ig really, I think, for the Pl

e of going i r
pos going 1into the uestion thoroughly and finding out how fﬁihg;
1

ton Conference. I think, there is, ng T wa: gorce
H y AS C al of . .
the arguments advancgd l?y‘ my Honourablzalg{-ieidg?\(f)[%, (l{}iznkatapatlr?']:r
There are already - organizations in all provincial Governments to 100K oV
the health of the population. Tt isalso not quite proper to ask the Y%
ernment of India to take this up and to make the people P2Y :wl.s,
If a schéme can be devised whereby the mill-owners, the factory '%b oy

- could be made to pay for it, I do not think that it will meet Wi atte?r

- of fact they- themselves engage medical men to look after the

‘kind of disapproval from the mill-owners themselves hecause 8¢ “é Jlth Of, .
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their employees. .However, I do think that the function ought to%be ful-
filled not through the factory-owners but through the State at the cost,
I think, of the mill and factory owners. To decide this question, the Gov-
ernment is required to go thoroughly into the details of the question, |
and, therefore, to accept Sir Thomas Holland’s Resolution would, I think, -
be advisable for us. ' .o

Mr. J. P. Cotelingam: Sir, I may inform Mr. Rangachariar, if he does

not know it already, that throughout the country to care for the health and

- welfare of the millions of people that may require = such help we are
starting health and welfare associations. In South India, atany rate, we
have begun to form these health and welfare associations to care. for the
people in villages and .in  the rural tracts. Honorary services are now
being requisitioned and I have no doubt. before long, we shall have a number of ~ -
organisations throughout the country caring for the health and welfare of the
millions of people in our land. Of late, there has been a hue and cry raised
that our schools and colleges have not been- inspected by medical men and
provision has been made throughout the country for the medical inspection of -
schools and colleges, and I see, therefore, no reason why some effort should .
not be made at least for the inspection of the labouring classes. All that the
Convention has asked for is not only that we should have a system of efficient

_factory: inspection, but also in addition thereto a Government service specielly -
charged with the duty of safeguarding the health of the workers. Therefore,
Sir, Iam in hearty sympathy with the amendment moved by Mr. Joshi. And,

" in doing so, I should like to point out to Sir Thomas Holland what he himself
pointed out to us this morning, when he asked us not to accept the amendment
moved by M. Majumdar. :

W hat he himself pointed out to ‘us this morning when he asked'us not to .
accept the amendment moved by Mr. Majundar, was this. He said, that if .
" 'we appoint a committee, it would take a long time before effect could be given
4o its recommendations and that it would be a round-about way of getting -

what we want. Mr. Joshi goes straight to the point, and I think in this -
matter he has the support of the House. e says that instead of the words
¢ examine the possibility of giving effect,’ cte., ete., the words ‘the time hag
_come when we shall be able to give effect to the recommendations made by the ’
‘Washington Conference’ should be inserted. Therefore, Sir, I beg to support

heartily the amendment moved by Mr. Joshi.

Sir Frank Carter: Sir,.I agrec with Mr. Spence. 1 do not think that

- there is any urgency in this matter, and I think we can safely leave it to.

- Government. I heartily support -the Resolution moved by Sir Thomas _ -
Holland as I think that it would be far better to examine the poss'ibility":?_,.
of giving effect to this Resolution than to actually give, effect to i
Government have already said that they will increase the number of medical - =
men in areas where unhealthy industries ave situated, and I think we ean pafely "
leave it at that. ' o ) .

. Munshi Iswar Saran: Sir, I am afraid, I have got that vice. of philan-.."
thropy to.which a reference has been made by one of my, Honourable fllend‘ L
We ave told that we should not attempt to run before we have learnt to walS - -

* There ave some people, Sir, who, having been endowed with 2 Pec‘ﬂ‘?‘ﬁomm:lfis x

" mind, can never run; either they walk, or they limp of sit dol‘)\ig- Sty "I“rflom .

* matter, to be serious, is so simiple that,—I think the Hano?a‘:lment hich ts

 Holland will pardon me for saying, so,—the mighty SOTE: Wihich he
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represents should be able to make up its mind quickly rather than ask this
Assembly to give them time to think and to examine the possibility of
giving effect to the proposal contained in this clause. The matter is very
simple and the question is, are you going to afford protection to these
poor factory workers? We have bLeen told that honowmry workers have
now hegun to take an interest in the welfare of these workers. In o
way, I bave been an lonorary worker myself, having been connceted with
several educational inctitutions. * But 1 should feel very sad indeed if all
these poor, unfortunate workers dependud for protection”on honoyary workers
such as I was or such as many of my friends were. We want an organiza-
tion,—I would much rather accept the remark’ of my Honourable friends
Mr. Jamnadas,—supported out of funds supplicd by the vich and wealthy mill-

" owhers. As far as we 4re at the present moment concerned, it does not matter

where the money comes from. What we are concerned with is that there
ought to be a service whose responsibility should be to look after the comforts
and convenience of the workers and the sanitarv conditions of the factoriese
An argument has been advanced which, I must sav, is simply irresistible:
My learned and Honourable friend says : ¢ Oh, millions are dving in the villat:’-e,s’
you do not care for them ; why hother about these few unfo;tm?atc creatures -

The argument of my friend reduces itself to this: ¢ If weallow these unfort

.nate men in the villages to die like flies, what d i : )
n i1 ges oes it matter to us !
- number is increased by a few more’. 1 take strong exception to

this views

.I submit, Sir, it is the clear duty of Government to tak ps—the Assembly
is perfectly clear on this Point——)to organize a servicet;::‘eors(%:}')sto lt(})l(:'k}:ftcr
factories and the labourers employed therein. As regards questions regarding
funds, pérsonnel, ete., I submit, the Assembly at present s not called upoft
to expréss any opinion. T shall appeal to the Honourable Siy 'Thomas Holla®
not to wait, think and cogitate. Before he runs, let him yun straight ©
and not remain stationary. : ’ ‘

The Honourable Sir Thomas Holland : Mr, Presi . we
: ; : : Mr, President, I faney that .V
have been talking as if we differed when we really are all in g’hbsmn ial
dl8(1'1*36111911‘0- All the same, it has given risé to a very interesting discussios
and for that reason T did not want to intervene before., But now, I think, ”’f

- we are beginning to get a repetition of ideas, it might be of advantage if

suggested an opportunity for closing the discussion.

It is not correct to say; that we are merely éoing to sit down and think.

- It is not correct to. say tbat we bave.done nothing so far. The Govern-

notice. There is no use ga
. There is no use taking any mmeasures un
effective and useful.

.merit has been at work already laying the foundation to carry out the spirit of
this recommendation, at any 1ate. We have already attempted 1o get oub
experts from home to undertake a systematic survey of the atmospheric con”
ditions of our factories, especially with regard to humidification and the
quantlt)’_‘)f carbonic acid in them. That is a matter which will require " &
considerable amount of rescarch work of a detailed kind before we cap
undertake to lay down rules or to insist upon a form of inspection thal
will. be *fair and effective. It is.for that reason that the GovernmeD

hesitates to use anything more definite than the expression used 11

I bave moved. We cannot movein these matters at a moment’8
lloping if we are going in the wrong directiol-
til we know that they are going to %%

the Resolution
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Now the proposition before us is the establishment of a Government
service, especially charged with the duty of safeguarding the health of workers.

. We have done a great deal already in other ways in helping the workers, and I
hope that the ordinary Government health services will do a great deal more.
But they are not specially set apart for that work and for that work " only.
We have been doing what we can in this direction and we are pushing on;
but we shall not be able, before the next meeting of the International Labour
Confererice, to say that we have actually established a Government service

" specially charged with this duty, and for that reason the Government has teken 2
cautious line in the wording of this Resolution. If it will help Mr. Joshi,
I am quite prepared, on behalf of Government, to' recommen the Loesl
Governments, to employ medical women to assist in the inspection of factories,’
and whenever Government are able to do so, to employ whole-time medical
men. But we must remember that in this Assembly that we cannot issue
orders if the Local Governments have to pay the bill. The Factories Act is
administered by the Local Governments and they have to pay the bill. Itis
all very well for us to pass Resolutions here, but it is not so easy, for us to-
force our will upon the Local Governments. Under the Reform Scheme
they have a perfect right to do as.they think best in such matters, as they

“have to pay the bill. We will recommend that on behalf of the Government -

of India if Mr. Joshi will withdraw his amendment. Or, alternatively, if he
will not, I will accept it. I don’t mind which the difference between us is really
negligible. ' ) '
Mr. N. M. Joshi : Sir, in view of the assurance given by the Honourable
Sir Thomas Holland, I shall not be right in pressing my amend-
ment. But, in withdrwing it, I shéll make one vemark. The
" Assembly knows that we are now in the days of provincial autonomy. The
provinces have come into their own. T think it is better that we shou;zi treat
them with consideration.

The amendment was, by leave, withdrawn : ‘ L
The question is that the Resolution, which runs as under, be accepted :
¢ This Asseiubly rocommends to the Govarnor General in Council that he should

4 p.u.

examine the possibility of giving effect to. the Recommendation concerning the establigh<e’

ment of Government Health Services adopted.by the General Conference of the International

‘Labour Organization of the League of Nations convened at Washington on the Wth

October 1919. ’
. The motion was adopted.

RESOLUTION RFE MINIMUM AGE OF ADMISSION OF CHILDREN
: <~ .IN INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT.

The Hononrable Sir Thomas Holland : Sir, I beg to move the following, .

Resolntion :

¢This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council— of amission
(a) that he should ratify the Draft Convention fixing the minimum age of admissy
of children in industrial employment adoytedb by the General ‘Confam?a\f
. the International Labour Organization of the League of Nations can :

Washington on the 20th of October 1919, “subject to the following |

reservations :— L ‘ :
| : : but less than 20
({i) that it shall not apply to factories emplqyln%.moxebghan 10 but less ' an
persons unless the Tocal Government 0 ‘n_rects. 3 Lildren betweon th .
(5%) that transitional regulations shall bo-made r;gzgrl;zgs c 1 ren. ¢ ages
" of 9 and 12 already lawfully emplo,yed in factories._
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