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Short-Notice Questions and Answers.

RAPID FALL IN THE PRICE OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS.

228. Shri ‘'BRAJNANDAN SINGH : Will the Irrigation Minister
be pleased to state—

(a) whether it is a fact that there has been a rapid fall in
the prices of the agricultural products in the State as well as out-
gide, diminishing the paying capacity of th> cultivators in the Canal
Zone of the State ;

(b) if ths answer to clause (@) be in the affirmative, do Govern-
ment see the desirability of reconsidering the present canal rates
and decreasing it so as to bring canal water within the reach of the
average cultivator ;

(c) if the answer to clause (z) be in the negative, will Govern-
ment be pleased to lay on the table prices of the agricultural
products as repprted in the years 1952, 1953 and 1954,

Shri RAMCHARITRA SINHA : The question of canal rates has
from time to time been raised on the floor of this House. I, there-
fore, like to make the following statement :—

There has been a great deal of agitation about the enhance-
ment in irrigation rates in some of the districts of the State. For
the new irrigation projects completed recently or in the process of
execution, calculation of what the proper irrigation rate should be
is easy. The capital has to be raised by borrowings and an interest
charge of at least 3349 has to bo provided for. The effective life
of any major irrigation project would be hardly 100 years. The life
of a tube-well is only 15 years. Actually, after about 50 or 60 years,
the maintenance cost would become extremely heavy, and after about
100 years the entire project may require complete renovation at s
cost almost as high as that of the original project. The provision
for depreciation, therefore, ought to be at least 139%. To this
it is necessary to add the cost of maintenance and collection of
revenues. The actual expenditure on maintenance and administra-
tion may come to as much as Rs. 2 or Rs. 3 per acre of the
ares irrigated. In fact, for the Sone Canal system it has been nearly
Rs. 2-8-0 per acre of the area irrigated, and yet it has been known
that maintenance has been inadequate, and very much improved
maintenance and better administration are required. The cost of new
jrrigation projects that are being taken up now has been found to be
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Legislative Business: Official Bills ¢

THE BIHAR PANCHAYAT RAJ (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1954,
(BILL NoO. 36 OF 1954).
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*Shri BHOLA PASWAN : Sir, I beg to move :

That the consideration of the Bihar Panchayat Raj (Amendment)
Bill, 1954 and the motions connected therewith be adjourned ill
tomorrow, the 30th September, 1954. 7

*SPEAKER : The question is :

That the consideration of the Bihar Panchayat Raj (Amend.
ment) Bill, 195¢ ard the motions connected therewith be adjourned
till tomorrow, the 30th September, 1954.

The motion was adopted.
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THE BIHAR CONTROL OF THE USE AND PLAY OF LOUDSPRAKERS BILL,
1954 (BILL No. 35 OF 1954),
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