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that the maund of 822 lbs. is the standard weight, prevalent in the whole of
India and that 300 millions of Indians know the maund and the seer and
nothing else. They do not know the hundredweight or pound. Therefore,
this Bill, if passed; will result in some inaccurate, and possibly illegal transactions
by clever deparis, who wish to deceive the cultivator, For these reasons, I

oppose the Bill. '

o Mr. J. Hullah: I pointed out, Sir, at the time when I introduced the
Bill, that we had consulted all the I,ocal Governments; that they in their.
turn consulted the members of the indigo -industry, and that the propogal
had received general approval. I think I made it clear also thut the proposal
was made to us by the indigo industry itself, and e were assured that
throughout Northern India the maund commonly used wus the ¢factory
maund,’ z.e., 74:66 lbs.

The Honourable Member has alluded sympathetically to the position in

which the ignorant and illiterate cultivator may find himself. The people

. most concerned are the members of the Bihar planting industry and we may
be quite certain that they are able to look after themselves,

As for the factory maund not being the standard maund of India, we
know that throughout India there is an enormous diversity of weights and
measires, From province to province, from district to district, even from
town to town, there is a diversity of weights, and one of the weights, in which

- there is most diversity, is the maund. It is , because the factory maund is

- not equal in weight to the maund of 827 lbs. most commonly uged in general
trade, that we have proposed the adoption of a weight which is standardised
and well known in commerce. - '

The Honourahle the President: The question is that the Bjll be passed.
"+ The motion was adopted. :

- THE IMPORT AND EXPORT OF GOODS (AMENDMENT) BILL.

Mr. C..A. Innes: I move, Sir, that the Bill further to amend the Import
and Export of Goods Act, 1916, be taken into consideration.
. Chaudhuri Shahab-ud-Din: I rise, Sir, to move that this Bill be referred
to a Select Committee, ,
. 8ir Frank Carter: Sir, I do not wish to o ose the extension e
duration of the Import and Export of Goods Aclt):P until the -81st B?Ifa:ilzlh
1922; but I do wish to press upon Government the advisability of removing
the restrictions on the export of rice, and similarly that of wheat, at ga very
early. (!ate. N umerous representations have been made to me to remove this
restriction-on rice and I cannot help thinking that the precautions taken by
Government are unnecessarily guarded, I hope that Government, will see

they are satisfied that supplies of rice are safficient for the needs of the
N, M. Samarth: T domot k .
Mr. N. M. damarth: 0 ot know, Sir, that it is necessar is stag
to go into the question whether it is good for the consumey ands%}; ::;fl}lgh;?wta‘rgﬁ
. public, that Government should permit the export of rice. In regard to the
émark which has fallen from the prévious speaker, I hope Government rill
not in any way countenance his suggestion and' remoye e restrictions on

a
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rice so long as.famine conditions prevail in some parts of the country, as they.
do at present. . :

Chaudhuri Shahab-ud-Din: Sir, if I am allowed to move the amend-
ment that the Bill may be referred to Select Committee, may 1 Thave your
permission for stating my reasons in support of that amendment ?

The Honourable the President: The request made by the Honourable - -

Member is ivregular.  He made his motion, and, as I "understood, resnmed
bis seat. But if that was done under a misunderstanding I will stretch the
. rules and permit him to .

Chaudhuri Shéhab-ud—D'm: I was waiting for orders from the Chaiy,
and, in the meantime, the Honourable Member (Sir Frank Carter) stood up.

The Honourable the President: 71f 1 may make a further explanation
from the Chair to the Honourable Membher, there was no need for him to
wait for permission from the Chair to make 2 motion or move an amendment
at a time provided for in the standing orders. The little misunderstanding
we had on a former measure perhaps led to some confusion in the Honourable -
Member’s mind ; but there was no need for him—I hope the Assembly will
take notice that there is no need for any Member—to wait for leave to move
an amendment at a moment which is clearly provided for by the rules.

Chaudhuri Shahab-ud-Din : The reasons, which have prompted me to move,
 that this little Bill may be referred toa Select Committee, are not very many.
I will say at once that the Import and Export of Goods Act was born in 1918,
in ‘the shape of an Ordinance, which was doomed to die a natural death after
. six months.  But it appears that the Executive Government thought, perhaps
rightl({, that the life of this Law should be extended. Therefore, an Act was

passe ] . : fore
duaring the continuance of the war and for a period of six months thereafter.

About 4 yenrs after that, it was found desirable to further amend the Act and
it was decided that the life of the Act should end on the 31st day of March
1921. Now that it is coming to an end automatically on the 81st Mavch next,
the Government has thought fit to introduce this Bill to extend the life of the
Act by another year. There may be reasons, very strong reasons, why the
export and import of goods should be restricted ; but this Assembly does not
know these reasons. On the other hand, so far as I am aware, the restrictions °
" placed by Government on the export and import of go‘ods have in many ways

. affected, and affected seriously, the trade of India. Therefore, I propese that
this Bill may be taken into consideration . after the Select Committee, the
appointment of which I suggest, have gone into the reasons which the Govem+ -
ment may have to.urge in support of the Bill. If, after considering those .
reasons, it is found necessary that the life of the Act should be prolonged further-

in 1916 providing, ¢wter alia, that the Act should remain in force =~

to 81st March 1922, the Bill may again come before this House in a week o &, -
fortnight. At present I ain not satisfied that there are reasons why the . /.

. import and export of goods from India should be further restricted * for-

_another period of 12 months. The law wasa war measure at first, bub its -

life has been prolonged from time to time, and by and by it may take a place

rmanently on the statute book. In my opinion, it is our duty to know >

. e A " the gentlemen, _
hat reasons eXist in support of the Government. position. If the gens o
ghﬁ form the Select Committee, go into those reasons, an‘kﬂ; ﬂ_‘%" :ﬁ?‘:ﬂce ~
- js-gatisfied on the pomt, the Bill may be passed into an ACE. (il ty t t%xy
do not know, it is their duty to know, because they owe a duty to the
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Government- as well as to their constituents and the public at large. It is
their duty to go into the matter thoroughly. It is, for these reasons, that
I trust the Bill will be referred to a Select Committee for report.

Mr. Harchandrai Vishindas: Sir, I proposeto support the amendment.

~ I think the amendment is a very reasonable one. By appointing a select
committee, we shall not he: committing ourselves either to one course or the
other, against the legislation or in favour of the legislation. I think, Members

of this. Assembly are aware, that this question of rice export has caused great

" agitation in the “country. I do not mean to hold any brief on behalf of the

rice merchants because it is mostly from them that agitation has emanated ;
we havé to take into consideration the case of the consumer also to- which
Mr. Samarth has very reasonably referred. But since we have not had very
satisfactory data before us to go upon, to come to any satisfactory and
definite conclusion as to which course would be right, I think it is the proper
course suggested by Chaudhuri Shahab-ud-Din, that we should appoint a Sclect
Committee, which, if it consisted of very high experts including those who
are dealing in trade, will, I dare say, come to a very satisfactory con-
clugion on the ‘question; then, we shall have very true guidance when
we eventually decide the question after receipt of the Select Committee’s

report. As I say, I do not think there is any hurry for getting this legislation

: thron.gh ; but, if there be any hurry, in the- opinion of the Government,
I think the best course would be Lo give instructions to the Select Committee
. tosubmita very early report; if there be no hurry, then things might

take their course properly ; and as between these two alternatives of rushing .

this legislation and of waiting until we get the Select Committee’s report
1 think, the latter is the better course. e A PO

Rai Bahadur Bakshi Sohan Lal: Sir, I also support Chaudhuri’

Shahab-ud-Din in his amendment ; and, I think, that a reference of the Bill to
_ 2 'Select Committee will give further consideration before the Bill is passedl into
~law. Such a course would safeguard the intevests of the public better than
.“mereli passing the Bill now without referring it to Select Committee. I think,
that this is a question which can be properly referred to Select Committee for

_ purposes of report and obtaining information.

~_ The Honourable Mr. W. M. Hailey: Sir, we are all interested ifi the
observance of the full procedure laid down for the sittings of this House ; and,
it isin the interests of the Assembly itself, that I would ask you, Sir, if you would
~ be good enough to call upon the Honourable Member to complete his motion in
the form laid down by the rules. The rules provide, that in making a motion
that a Bill be referred to a Select Committee, the motion shall name the Membe;‘s

. of the Assembly whom the Mover may desire to see included in the Committee,

Chaudhuri Shahab-ud-Din: I propose, Sir, that a Select Committee
" of the following Members of this Assembly be appointed ; .

Mr. Samarth, Mr. Rangachaviar, Mr. Norton, Mr, J, Dwarkadas, Mr.
- Barua and the Mover.

The Honourable Mr. W. M. Hailey: Si}', I must not be’ thought to be
an undue stickler for form, but I feel I am obliged to agk you, Sir, %o request

the Honourable Member to say whether he has obtained the permission

of the Members cited to serve on this Committee,

e
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The Honourable the President : The . Honourable tlllle'vFina,nce" Ménih;e_r
“has p-t a point of ovder retanding the motion just made by the Honourable
Member, Chaudhuri Shahab-ud-Din, : S

-
. .

Rao Bahadur T. Rangachariar: Wil you permit me to point.
out, ~ir, . . . . T S .
The Honourable the Presicent: Order, order. It is for the conveniente
of the House in making a decision on the question of the reference of a Bill or |
any matter to a Select Committee, that it should have a reasonable amount of -
-time not only to consider the proposal for — reference to Select Committee. but
also the perconnel of it. Therefore, ‘it is desivable that Members should . .
stri tly observie the rules 1iid doya for that purpose. Has the Honourable
Member thé anthority of the ceutlpmen mentione(f)in his motion for placing
their names on the motion appointing a Sele.t Committee ? T

Ckauchuri Stalah-u”-Din: ‘o, Sir. They are here; of course; and .
if any one is not propuwel to work o+ the Sele.t Committee, I will propose otlier
names. The ameadment iteelf has been proposed’ just now, and I had no
time to conistlt the ¢ entlemen whose names I-have mentioned. -

The Honouable the Presient: I have already informed the Honoun-
atle @lember 1 am willing to ailow a certain amount of elasticity in the
interpretation of the vules; but a 1ule of this nature must be observed. . No
doubt it would add an air of infcrmality to the proceedings to have conversa-
tions Letween Memlers in ovder that they may “find out from one- another .
whether they are willing to rerve. but that had better be done in: future behind . -
the scenes. and the motion made in due order when the Assembly assembles
for business. . Therefore, the Honourablé Member, though I have allowed him -
a good  deal of latitude so far. muct now conform strictly to the rules. Since -
he has not coug Lt the avthority-of the Members mentioned in his motion, I

“must rule that his motion is out of ordet. . : ‘ Lo
. Rao Batafur T. Ran:a-tariar: With your permission, - Sir, may .I’
“point out that paragraph 68 of the Manual. clause (8). of which the Honourable -
: -R/I_r. Hailey quoted, applies only to the Member in, charge of the Bill. So far -
.as otler Lembers whe move amendments are concerned, they are governed by
69 (?) (a). which does not require an Honourable Member who movesan -~
amendment for veference to Select Committee that be should name the .- .
Members.  That clause which requires the Members to be named applies only
to the hMemket in charge of the Bill and not to other Members. -
. The point may arise on another occasion and it is an important one, I myself--
intended to give notice of an amendment, but 1 considered the matter and T .
f'h,"(}‘a‘-}'ht it best to bring the point to the notice of the Assembly. The
langrage is obvioye. ' S
_ The Honou: able the President :- The point made by the Honounrable the -
Tinance I\le:vr seems to me to be perfectly legitimate. The Honoum'b!e '
Mvr. 1t angachariar hag not quite appreciated the bearing of the various rulés .
and orders on the sthjeet. "If theve be any .doulit in his mind, 1 ndw. mulge-‘
the 1 ling on the subject that though I bave allowed a certain amount 'ot:
latitude to ITonovsal le X enit ers thic morning, and partictlarly-to { baudburi-
Shahahb-vd-Din, it relation to the a.ppointmenf, of the Select Committee, sm}h
Iatitude will not be allowed in futvre, - Members will have, first of all, to- seek
theauthority of those whom they propose as Mexibers of §e}ect Commr_ttee before
presenting the motion to the ‘House. - I may add, that it is to the- convenience

L o . . X
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of the Assembly, as 8 whole, as well as to those individual Members asked to
gerve, that they should be consulted beforehand and that due order should be
observed in motions relating to Select Committees, as indeed to all other
‘motions brought before this Assembly. : :

" Mr. Harchandrai Vishindas: May I enquire from the Honourable
the President what the position now is and how we stand, TIs the amend-
men{;i suggesting the appointment of a Select Committee ruled out-or does it "
gtand? - :

The Honourable the President: The amendment has been ruled out of

_ordler. The motion before the House is, that the Bill further to amend the
" Import and Export of Goods Act, 19186, be taken into consideration.

Mr. Harchandrai Vishindas: Then Fpropose to move an amendment,
that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by
22nd March 1921. I move that amendment, Sir.

(While the amendment was being writtén by the Mover, the Honourable
the President said) ~ .

The Honourabls the President: While the amendment is being written

- _out, the original guestion is still before the House: :
The original question was— - °

* that the Bill further to amend the Import and Export of Goods Act, 1916, be taken into

considération *: . _ .

gince which an amendment has been moved—

¢ that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opini

Maraatdne, ‘ purp g opinions thereop by the 22nd
» Mr, 0. A. Innes : Sir, I rise to oppose the amendment which has been

. moved by the Honourable Mr. Harchandrai Vishindas. The effect of this ’
amendment, as Honourable Members will see, is-a direct negative to the
. Bill, This Bill, as I explained on the last occasion when leave to
fntroduce it was given, comes automatically to an end on the 31st
of March next, and if this Assembly accepts my proposal, the Act will

‘be extended by one year more. It has now been proposed that the Bill should

be published and circulated for opinion and then taken into consideration one

month Hence. If the amendment of the Honourable Mover be accepted, it
would be entirely impossible for us to get the Bill through the Legislative
- Assembly and the Council of State before the 81st March when the ‘Act comes '
, automatically to an end. I am quite sure that the House will not agree ¢ ..
deal with this Bill in this way. I should like to point out the issues involw.“it_:(‘;‘ffnl
In the first place, as I tried to explain on Friday last, if we do- not” pass th®
, Bill, the whole of our coal policy, or a great portion of our coal policy go"j~ .
- by the board. In the second place, if we do not pass this Bill, it may be ‘ve \a
difficult for us to carry out our policy of restricting the export of rice. As\
1 have already said, as far as my Department is concerned, we are anxious to
getrid of these restrictions, buf I think this House will agree with me that
 there is-a considerable body of public opinion in this country which is -strongly -
in favour of these restnctnon§ on exports being continued. If these restrictions -
- are co,}tinued, we feel that Government ought to have the powers given u$
by the Import a:nd Export of Goods Act. T would like o point out, that we
" bave had these péwers for many years. 8o far as T am aware, we have never "

' . abused. onr powers and I do not think, that this Hduse will refuse to continue

- #he Act for one year more. Sir, I beg to oppose the amendment.
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Rao Bahadur T. Rangachariar: VSir, I do not think it would be wisé

to adopt this motion, simply because the motion to refer the Bill to a Select
Committee has been ruled out.-

other hand, I think public interests require that we should pass the .original
motion. ' .
Rai J. N, Majumdar Bahadur: Sir, in rising to support this" amend-
ment, I do not wish to detain the House very long, but what I wish to point
~out is this, that under the existing law, the export of rice is not altogether
prohibited. The export of rice has been only controlled by Government.
‘But what this House wishes to know is, wimt is the sort of control that is
exercised by Government, and who are the persons who have got licenses to
export rice from this country. Were these licenses given to any particu
-firms or any’ particular set of individuals or they were granted to all the perso 18
who were eligible for them.  There is some misapprehension in the pubho
mind with regard to this matter, and it ought to be gemoved. I do not know
what truth there is for such misapprehension, but it is generally assertéd that
under the present control - system there is some difficulty for Indians “to
secure licenses for exporting rice, unlike their European brethren. I do no$
know whether that imputition 1is correct or not, but that is the
general impression, and that impression should be removed before the Bill is
ssed into law. If the control is extended for one year more, then the
._g?gisculties under which Indians labour at present in the matter of securing
licenses will also continue. - Therefore, I should like the Honourable Member
in charge of the Bill to make a statement as to who are the persons who
‘were entrusted with the export of rice under the control system during the
' few years it has been in existence, and who are the persons who generally
got licenses and who are the persons who have been refused licenses. Sueh
~ invidious distinctions ought riot to be made. The Honourable Member in
charge of the Bill says, that the Bill comes automatically to an end on the
818t of March next. Why was not the Bill introduced earlier? Why should
-the Bill be rushed through the Assembly with such haste ? Why should not an
opgortunity be given to the Members of this Assembly to consider its ﬁros
© and cons? There may be some public opinion  against the export of rice, or
there may be some opinion for removing all control. I think this House. |
-should be given an opportunity to consider the whole matter in all jtg bearingsj: 7 -
but this course is generally avoided in this House.” Honourable Members n
charge of Bills want to rush the Bills through and do not allow the Members
of the House full opportunity to discuss the matter, to consider what effect it
will have on the public mind, what effect it will have on the trade of India, or
how it will affect the different interests c
respectfully, that the

consider the whole matter and the Bill should not be rushed through in sueh
haste on t.l)ex ground that it will come to an end on the 8$1st of March.
Bhai Man Singh :

i

it

I think it was an after-thought. But, on the '

ests concerned. I, therefore, submit most
Members of this House should be given an opportunity to . -

‘Honourable friend, Mr, Sir, I vise to support the amendment moved by my |

: Vishindas. This is a Bill which gives power to_ the
Executive to restrict the right of

i import and ' export of goods and this
- power can only be enforced in timésp of emergglcy. Igdm‘e sy, that
- there were times of emergency when the Bill was first introduced.and
passed. Now'we are asked to extend it .for one more year. There was a
proposal before the House for a reference t§” Seleot ‘Committee; . but unfortn-
nately, somehow or other, that has fallen through. Now another course open .
tous is to get opinions on the snbject. I sub;rgt that, without gag much

. . 12
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information as is posssble on the subject, it would be doing an injustice to the
‘country to pass an Act without knowing the opinion of the public. If this
amendment is carried, we shall have some time to get these opinions. We could
get the opinions by the 15th or 20th March, then on any day after that, and
before the 31st March, a Bill could be brought before the House and passed.
So.even that ground does not stand.

© " With these remarks, Sir, I support the amendment.

The Honourable Mr. W. M. Hailey : Sir, I am not the Member in
charge -of this Bill. I have no doubt that all the technical points will be
- fully considered and explained to the House, if necessary, by those who are
‘in charge. But I venture to appeal to this House, as a business body, to
take 2 businesslike view of the motion now before it. You are a reprcsentati\{e
Assembly. You have here men who have been elected from all over India
to represent the views of the public, and when we put forward 2 Bill in which
we ask that we shall be given power to continue an existing Act, an Act
which has been discussed in our Legislative Council and . the action taken
‘under- which has been canvassed in the press, times without numher, what
do you say to us ? ¢ Oh no ; do not continue it another year ; we want to
know what the public says about it.’ Isthis House, or is this House not,
fepresentative of the public ? Is it going to take up the attitude that every
time a question arises of public importance, every time that .we have to refer . -
it some well-worn problemm, that discussion must be put off until the public
can form their opinionson it? There is only one question really before the
House on this particular motion, and that is this: do you or do you not
want Government to retain the power of restricting exports ? If the motion
 is accepted, that power will lapse. I may tell you, there are many Members of this
‘Government, Sir, who would only be too glad to see the whole system of
restrictions swept away ; but they know from the press, they know from repre-

* " .gentations made to them, that thereis a large section of the Indian public

_‘whiich places importance on the retention of these restrictions. Well, are you
‘going to-make it impossible for Governmentto retain these restrictions? It is
‘o question of how Government carries out those restrictions ; it is no question, -
“for-instange, such as my Honourable friend opposite raises, as to whether there
4s difficulty on the part of Indian traders in getting their licenses. All these
questionscan be raised separately. You can do so by Resolution or by question;
you can adjourn the House for the purpose. This is simply a question of~-.-
‘allowing the Government the power of continuing restrictions, and that is the ﬁ;'
. only question before the House. And I say advisedly, Sir, that if the House 4]
*“cannot now, without going through the long process of referring this matter =+~
to the public, which means consulting Chambers of Commerce, which means
consulting other commercial bodies (a2 matter of three or four months time), .
- if the House cannot, .without going through that process, decide that question
now, then, Sir, there is some danger that we may lose some ‘of the faith, which
we have learnt in the course of previous discussions to acquire, in the business”
like sense of this House. . _ ‘

-~ Mr.J. Chaudhuri: Sir, may.I move that this Bill be referr 140 o Select
;* Committee composed of Mr. Shabab-ud-Din . | | e referre .

;" - The Honourable the President: Orwder, order, T have already ruled &
Motion to a Select Committee out of order, L -

-

\
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Mr. Jaminadas Dwarkadas: Sir, I had no intteition of speaking on
this motion, but the remarks that have fallen from my friends here and the .
Honourable the Finance Member have compelled me to stand up and sy 3
few words. I, Sir, agree entirely with my Honourable friend, Mr. Ranga~ .
chariar, when he says that the amendment of Mr. Harchandrdi Vishindas
should be negatived by this House, and there’is a good deal of force in the
argument advanced by the Honourable the Finance Member, that it is not
businesslike that we should, at this moment, because we believe that the
Government have not used the powers to our satisfaction, get up and negetive -
a Bill which we know is essential for the purpose of safeguarding the interests
of the masses of the people. I believe, we all agree that certain powersit is -
necessary to vest in the Government for the purposg of safeguarding the
interests of the people. Perhaps there is a doubt in the minds of some of us,.
and I think the doubt may to a certain extent be_justified, that the Govern-
ment have so far not used the powers properly. But is it notopen to us, I ask-
the Members of this House, if in future the Government abuse the powers, to -
come to this Assembly and take the Govetnment to task for the abuse of such .
powers ? We have these powersin our hands and why should we, in spite of the
fact that we have these powers, prevent the Government from taking the

. powers in their hands to restrict certain exports in.order that this policy may
benefit the masses of the people as a whole ? 1 thiuk the wisest course for us
“is to allow this motion to be carried, and if, in future, we find that the Govern-

_ment has not used its powers properly, then it is open to us to take the
Government to task in this Assembly. We have sufficient powers under the
Rules to take the Government to task. A '

One word more, Sir, and I will have done. I wish,” Sir, that the .

Honourable Finance Member, in objecting to certain remarks that had fallen

from the Membeérs of this House, had not made a statement that he had lost
faith in the good sense of this Assembly. Views may differand statements may
be made on which it may not be possible for us to see eye to eye. But I am-
sure that the Honourable Finance Member will be convinced that whatever-
difference there may be in views, this body certainly continues to represent the.
interests of the masses. Itisa body representative of the people and will-always,
I am sure, acquit itself as such. ' '

Babu S. C. Ghosh : Sir, I am sorry, I have to oppose the amendment, and: = |
. -on this ground, as this law is going to have a natural death on the 31st March, .
I should certainly say, thatit should be passed. My Hononrable friendy
Myr. Majumdar, has said, why bas not the Member in charge brought up this °
Bill earlier. But, I ask him, could this Bill be brought up earlier than this ? . -
It could not. Therefore, I say, that it was brought up in proper time and'
no objection could be taken on that ground. There is a good deal of feeling, -
specially in Bengal, about the export of rice, and lately in the Bengal
Council, they passed a Resolution restricting the export of rice. Therefore, I
submit, unless this law be passed at once, this restriction cannot be-maintained.
* . I oppose the amendment, and T support the Resolution as moved' by - the:
Member in charge. . S
~ . "Mr.Harchandrai Vishindas: Sir, after listening to the speeches delivered = -
" by the Honourable the Finance ll)\ieg;ﬁ;rhst:ﬁn?nt;. Hdlfqn‘l'ﬁble_ fnm_u!t_ S
Mr. Dwarkadas, I withdraw my amendment, as I hadno.intét‘xtion‘qf"’,m,b“? asss .
ing the Government, nor do I wish any Honourable Member to losé his fa;;tli‘m.
the good sense of this Assembly.  ~ Y I
The amendment was, by leave of.the Assembly, withdrawn. -

- ' °
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The Honourable the President: The question is, that the Bill further

" to amend the Import and Export of Goods Act, 1916, be taken into
consideration. The motion was adopted. '

, Mr, C. A. Innes: Sir, I beg to move that the Bill be now passed. I
should like to' say & few words before I sit down. Iam sorry that anﬁ
‘Member of this {Iouse should have thought that we tried to rush this Bi
through. If the Honourable Member, who moved the amendment that the
Bill be referred to a Select Committee. had only come to me yesterday and had
suggested that he would like this Bill to be referred to a Select Committee, I
should have been very happy to have worked out a Select Committee with him

and he .would have had no trouble in getting his motion through. 1 now
move that the Bill be passed.

The Honourable the President : The question is, that the Bill be p;lssed»
. The motion was adopted. ' .

RULING IN REGARD TO SELECT COMMITTEES.

. The Honourable the President: As regards the question relating to
the appointment of a Select Committee, an Honourable Member has drawn :
my attention to Standing Order No. 40 which will be found on page 25 °
(Igo._70) in the combined Manual. The point raised is, that the words ‘or
at any subseqent meeting ’ in the second section of clause 70) contem plate the
appointment of a Select Committee after the motion that a Select Committee be .
appointed has been passed. I think, it isa misunderstanding of the words.
The clause reads :

* The other Members of the Committee shall be aprointed by the vAssembly when the

motion, that the Bill be referred, is ma de, or at any subsequent meeting. ’

I interpret those last five .words to mean not that the whole Com-
mittee may be or shall be deferred to any subsequent meeting, but that
- when any Member of a Select Committee, already appointed, dies or
.Tesigns or has to give up his work or for any other cause, it shall be open
to the Assembly to appoint his substitute at any subsequent meeting. 1t i8
clearly indicated in the Rules. I have already laid down from the Chair that,
as & rule, any motion for the appointmentofa Select Committee: shall he
. accompanied by a statement of the names of Members proposed to be
appointed, and ~ the Mover of such motion shall infoym the House that he
bas t%e authority of those gentlemen for so proposing tixeir names.
- . The President: I understand that. the Leader of the House is prepayed

gg:z (f;; l\l}l;lc{:i . a statement rega..rding.the business to be t.:a.ken on Tuesday, the :

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS FOR lst MARCH 1991, ~ .
The Honourable Mr. W. M. Hailey :- Sir; on th .
propose the following business; yi Shy on the first of March we

* Firstly, the presentation of the Budget. Second] the Bi ' ‘
the Indian Penal Code will probably be taken.fato co:]lilflltﬁ}éf;ntoaf:llﬁg

hope, passed. Then, it is hoped, that the Bjlls to amend th, e el
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dindion on that date. Thirdly, it is proposed that time shell bo wiven Tor

Mr. Joshi to move a Resolution recommending the introduction of" leaislation.
_’fp,r the registration and protection of Trade 1 nions. . £g1siatloft.

- .- The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch 1] 9 p -




