,-QﬁEsnons AND ANSWERS, . B -156Y

() At present the Royal Air Force is a British - service, like the Roy:al’s
Navy. Reeruiting for it is entirely in the hands of the Air Ministry. Con-

siderable numbers of Indians are, however, employed in the Royal Air Force;
in India as mechanics. :

(#57) The question of coast defences is under considet"a.tion.
Companies of the Royal Garrison Artillery like batteries of R
Artillery and Royal Field Artillery are British service units. .

(7v) The Armoured Motor Companies are a portion of the Tank Corps:
“which is at present an entirely British Corps. - -

(v) This is a highly fechnical service. There is no reason why, in future,. -
this service should not contain a larger proportion of Indians, if they are -
willing to serve in it. Af piesent, however, the Indian telegraph operator-
in civil life carns higher pay than the British soldier in the Signal Company.

(vi) Three of the services referred to are purely British organisations
recruited by the Air Ministry or the War Offiée, and the Government of’
India have no control over them. There is no differentiation between British
and Indian units as regards Machine guns. As regards the Signal service;
the average Indian soldier has not at present the education or the technical.
skill to fit him for employment in this highly technical service, ‘

At present.
oyal- Horse-

MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL OF STATE.

‘The Honourable the President: I have received a Message from the-
Secretary to the Council of State :— : o
. “*Tam directed to inform you that the Bill further 40 amend the Indian Tariff Acf,.
1894, the Indian Post Office Act, 1898, the Indian Incomd-tax Act, 1918, and the Super-tax
Act, 1920, and to amend the Freight (Railway and Inland Steam-vessel) Tax Act, 1017,.
which was passed b{ the Legislative Assembly at -its meeting of the 19th Mar
Cll O

A ‘Chs was.
assed by the Council of State at its meeting of the 28vd March, with th .
?ndicatedy in the attached statement. » With the amendments.

¢The Council of Stato requests tho concurrence of the Legis]ativé Assembly in the-
nmendmentgf . - :

(Sd) H. MONCRIEFF SMITH,

: Secretary to the Council of States
The Secretary will lay a copy on the table. -

—— ———

THE INDIAN FINANCE BILL,

he Secretary to the Assembly: Sir, with reference to the- Message-
whit?il you have just-read to the Assembly and in pursuance of rule 33 ofgsi%:

0 Legislative Rules, I now lay on the table the- Indian Finance Bill g
zltféﬁged bgy the Council of State. il ag

Honourable Mr. W. M. Hailey : Sir, I beg to move that, with youp.
ecfil?alllepel'lnission, under rule 3+ of the ludian Legislative Rules, the amzr(::llf
ixl;ents made by the Council of State in the Finance Bill be taken into consider-

jon. : . . .
atl‘Sil‘ P. S. Sivaswamy Aiyer: Sir, I wish to ask for ¢
. e - ation from the Honourable thc. Finance Minister. The first point o
mlf?(:l[xnl desire information is, what i1s the amount of reve -
whi

. . nue expected
maising the postage on letters from 6 pies to 9 pies ?—1’age 14, Sehetll)ule IIII.)y

WO pieces of

o




, g a 1921,
' 1582 ' * LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [24-@ Maxzc
[ 4 )

s . iyer. : c . Schedule
. ok ?1 S;;:: Zﬁn\lvyhi%g? :!lesire information is in regarélnuf: ot will
IvThe:efgn %hat is the amount of deficiency in the rev

1V, page 15,

i vessels
cansed by reducing the surcharge upon traffic by inland steam
- from 2} annas to 1} anna ? ‘

| in reducing
i k whether in re the
N ' achariar: May I also ask L e
the-gn:ghfragl;afgulri?x;lf‘:l}g is the intention of Government to in
freight on these Steamship Companies ?

| i Will the
Mr. Ha ndrai Visghi ‘ k a (uestion. sult
) C 1 Vishindas: I have ?.lso to :.Ls t 5o the resul
: Honom:able zzl;af‘ingzee Minister kindly enlighten us.as to what i

. the
tions, on
 of the Council of State’s amendments ag compared to our Resolutions,
whole? :

‘Btve replies at once to these questions;

result of this, Su‘:
ect of raising to nine pies the rate on letters. Té’; tl e;uthink, by say -
: e 2 gain of §( lakhs, but I ean explain the matter ‘.ol;oéed in the ame“er
. ing that the net result of the postal arrangements no‘lvsp]akh:q to the good ovae
ments of the Counc;| of State will be that we are for post-cards, on pos.t]&ze
* our Budge Xpectations, after, of cowrse, allowing bm( uli)te willing to elucida
.. alone, Tf that point is not Perfectly clear, I should be g
R further; ‘but, taki

i State
he Council of
, taking it shortly, as the amendments of the

; d
iginal Bill passe
» W€ are now 18 Ipkhg ¢, the good on postage. As the orig
by the Legislative Assemb]

. Therefore
¥ stood, we were 48 lakbs to htheafti) 0Id think, that
. Our 48 lakhg o Postage “hag begp reduced to 18 la,ke s
18 the cleayegt way in w'ﬁich I can describe the difference.
Then, §

‘ . y Aiyef, he re-
» Sir, a5 vegards the second question of Sir Siv ;g\:l::;n }irfl'eight fax o8
-« Terred, T think, to the question of Proposed halving o t, this halving, 8i%
.+ applied to Inlang Steamship Comppnies, The effect of that, |
is ﬁhat we lose from 12} to 15 lakhs, .

ues-
; 1 think, was the same as the second g

f not, perha,ps he will tell me. diffel-ento
Rangachariar: nNo. - My question };vasW hat is o
ced, is the freight going to be increased ?

1} anna which '

o
you have redyced ?

o The Honourable Mr. W. M, Haj
vl i

. anna
ley: I can explain that. .',P lgollnkpa.ﬂi\es
_ ave reduced ig in order tq allow the Steamship

/ i Ncrease their freights in order to

Al

e

he
reight, take 1} anna, -andtheir
hem in order to -raise
ed working charges.
- My, Vishinda.s put a uestion. P han
36 1 did not talke it oy, % erhaps |

the n:,tl;;eﬁ?;zg:‘sn%?iﬂ&isgmda?l: On the \V'hole; what s the net reslllgsa({s
.ﬁngﬂcially » loss o gain, ang z‘;lx?lmuzﬁx;‘g © 4 compareq to our prop

. sl , I Will
" The Hdnourable Mr. W. M. Hailey : Sir, with your permission o

iver sked what was
* - The first question asked was by Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer. He as
. -the eff,

oeS. .
he Jrino chal'v e
il' increa.se(l wor Llno

ing it
¢ would not mind repeabing |

“EY
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The Honourable Mr. W, M, Hailey: The exact fesult will be, Sir, th;t
<on the Postal arrangements we shall be, as I have said before, 18 lakhs to the*

good. With regard to,steamships, we are 15 lakhs down. We are theref
still 8 lakhs to the good. g > therelore

Mr. Harchandrai Vishindas: But t
also. .

The Honourable Mr. W. M. Hailey : They are immaterial. The'_
run to thousands of rupees and not lakbs.. I think you may take it for

-granted that they are such that we can put them on one'side for the purpose
of our Budget calculations. .

~ Mr. Harchandrai Vishindas: Sir, I don’t know whether the Honouy-
-able the Ilinnnce Minister cotlld reply to a question of this nature. He may
not be able to reply. Supposing we were to reduce the postal rate from 9 pies
'to 6 pies per tola, taking all other suggestions of the Council of State agthe

:are, what would be the diffevence ? - Perhaps the Honourable Mr. Hailey will
.answer that if the information is available. T

The Honourable Mr. W. M. Hailey : If we did that, Sir, we should on
the postal arrangements be minus Rs. 42 lakhs and on the steamship arrange-
ments Rs. 15 lakhs. Rs. 57 lakhs on the whole.

Mr. T. V. Seshagiri Ayyar: May I rise to a point of oider, Sir?. As
tegards the postal rates, the § anna rate having been once disallowed by this
“ssembly, is it in order, now that the Bill has come back amended, for us to
xeopen the question and go back to the § anna rate? After the Finance Bil -

. Was discussed, the § anna rate was disallowed by a majority of the Assembly.
“The Bill went to the Council of State. The Council of State have made cer-
‘tain amendments in regard to postage rates. Is it open to us now to move
that the -rate which was disallowed by a majority of this House should be
reintroduced ? ‘ : -

The Honourable the President: Does the Honourable Member mean

whether it would be possible under the rules to allow Members to faise a
.question which has already been discussed and voted upon here ?

It would lead to cousiderable inconvenience if that rule were to be applied
‘too strietly. I would point out to the Honourable Member that the position
in ‘which we are in relation to the amendments which have been sent down
-from the Council of State is that we should open rather a long process unlesg -
.we can agree to the amendments as on the paper.’  On the particular point he

is moment ; if he will 13jge

here are some other amendments

it a little later, I will tell him what is the case.

- Mr. B. Venkata,paﬁrajiu: The previous discussion was onljr with referenée _
-to half-an-anna for half-a~tola ; the present question relates to half-an-anua for
.one tola, therefore no previous Resolution stands in our way,

Moreover, may I be permitted to point out, we have under 48, Petrol

ghe words, ‘ intended for use-exclusively as fuel ; supposing we add afte: ril;‘l?é
word ¢ fuel’, or for lighting purposes * what would be the loss ? '

The Honourable Mr. W\ M. Hailey : I am afraid I did not cateh that
Sir. ' ' . : L il
Mr. B. Venkatapatiraju : It was suggested to reduc
ith reference to kerosene oil used exclusively as fuel,
';?ghtillg purposes’, what would be the loss ? |
‘ \

¢ thetax ad valopey -
It we add <op fop-

qQ
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- Mr, C. A Innes: I might explain, Sir, with reference to this arpen(_lmen:;_ :
. " In 1910, when we introduced a tax of 1 anna 6 pies on mineral oils, it :iaf. ;
decided that certain classes of very high flash point oils used for Bartui] ol
purposes, namely, for batching of jute, for lubricating purposes and high ?ﬁ :
point oil used exclusively for fuel, or for sanitary or hygienic purposes, shot g
be given a contession. It was-decided that oils of this class, instead of bI:}Im 9
taxed at 1 anna 6 pies, should be taxed at 74 per cent. ad valorem. om
-the House will remember that we have raised the general ad valorem rate fro .
.74 per cent. to 11 per cent. Owing to this fact and owing to the rise 10 ber
. value of some oils of these special classes we find that what was intended to )
-~ 8 preference in favour of these particular classes of oils has now becoT?we-
. bgndimp against them. It was'an omission on our part which we regre ‘o0
- did not notice, for whereas we have always intended to give some conce;S:) o
.. to these oils, by the fact that we have raised the general ad valorem rate ror.
T4 per cent. to 11 per cent. we are handicapping these oils. g
0

-~ Then there is another point. Formerly when importers brought in oils
thl_q class, the onus was on ghem of pro‘}in&) t‘lra.: l1:heypwere entitled to the {?ﬂ?—'
ference. Now that we have raised the general od valorem rate to 11 per cend',a
. -rltzea,ns that all lubricating and oth i int oi ich are ‘1';""1‘.1:
~ 14 annas an imperial gallon will not e i 11 per cent. I .
1 anna 6 pies. Therefore 1t will su%i?ltri]el;{n b:;lfgs I::) appll; for the 1 am::g'i:"
6 pies rate for these oils and the onug will be 0111) the Collector of C,Ustomg -gt"
Wp‘;&cg:t t}jl}e;; %lga:ehthebhigh flash point oils which shfiﬁhld Béaolf:(ﬁ;r of
- 2k . oint hag heep : r the :
stl:)ms, and wbat we have done i?&i%?l;tot: u:e:t?)?g ° tl?g existing Pl?Ctg:::' ‘
o :x ez? m;de no change whatever, Tf you will compare'the Bill as ét :
~ Council W?S::m the Council of State with the Bill as we sent 1t UP ‘;ceP
that thes(:: “rtge’ul you will se¢ that we have made absolutely no change ¢
which e Pﬁ cular classes of oils are to be assessed at 74 per cent. £ an
sort o k.yd ave always been assessed at.  We have made no change © Ht‘};'
v xnd. The effect of that will be that we shall, of course, 10s¢ & 3
ey (b Bs. 50,000. O the sther havd, e
are gimylifes a8 been in force now for 114 years is
the %n;&y:{;n iali‘i::tzstfor the Collector of Customs. But the point

hat we are merely continuing the existing practice:
Another point, Sir,

This matter was by, ht t + notice by the

i i i B a0 ot o i beore 10, S

u 2 S then contemplated . but ; decided th#
should be no Select. Committee g, P g it was decide b

ommittee and the Ryl g considered DY .

tA_osx;elltll?}iyba.z 2 whole on Fmdzﬁr. and Satum];y :ngu%dl;i!l:]e 100]111::1 not the tlthe

k Pput 1% before the House on F iday or Sat ,d Py it before T " .

ouncil of State, . aturday, so we putb 1 icér -

¢ are making no change at all in the existing P oinb

ad valore?s

o

Yt
o
[
<

; .

Mr, P, P, Ginwala : Sir, T

T - i ° ' M ’ k We‘
spent & whole mbrning in debgtino to oppose’ this motion. Last e am
8 In debating more or Jog the same point which : e

OW raising. Op i
& practical grounds, A Perhaps ag o matter of tactics

Honourahle the ¥inan
Tono ce M i .
certein wquld have been throislx?girt b\;xtlﬁgrew e_esclution—whic)

. &
¢ House—to refer that question to

/.
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Joint Cominittee. I submit, Sir, that the point involved in to-day’s amend-
_ments and in that proposition is exactly the same, From the attitude of the
House . . . ' | : '

The Honourable the President: As a matter of order, the Honourable
Member is qmte wrong. The point in this motion is entirely different from the
point in the motion to appoint a Joint Committee.- The motion before the
House is that the Assembly now take into consideration the Bill as amended
by the Council of State.

Mr. P. P. Ginwala : I am arguing, Sir, that this House should not take
‘the amendments into consideration atall. That is my point. The point, Sir, is
one of principle. If we started on that day with the proposition that the
Council of State was not to have any voice in Money Bills, then it follows.

- that they ought to have no voice at all in the matter of making: amendments
which affect Money Bills That, I think, is a principle which has never been
disputed. . The whole question arises as to whether the Council of State has
got the power to touch Money Bills. T am not referring at all to what

the powers are under the Government of India Act, atall. Assame, Sir,—and

I am prepared to assime—that the powers of the Council of State in respect

of all Bills are identical with the powers of this House. The .question then
arises, is this House to permit the Council of State to use those powers which

* this House considers ought not to be used by the Council of State atall?

If once it is admitted that the Lower House is the only House where Money
Bills are to be considered and to be passed, it follows, I submit, that no . -
amendments could be made by the other- House in connection with -Money "
Bills, and I ask the House, therefore, not to allow this motion, '

The Honourable the President: Those remarks are not in order on'a
motion of this kind. When the time comes for the revision of the ‘constitu~
tional powers of the two Chambers under the Government of India Act, the
Honourable Member will have ample opportunity of expressing his opinion
on that. The course of argument which he is pursuing is out of ordér on the *
present motion in view of the fact that all this motion requeésts:the . House to

“do is to take certain amendments into consideration. ' -

-

Mr. P. P. Ginwala: Sir, am I not 'in order in s'ssking this House to
reject the motion on any groundsif it chooses ? :

The Honourable the President: No. Not on any grounds, only on -
yelevant grounds ! : ‘ ’

Mr. P. P. Ginwala : Sir, I submit that this question is one of principle:
" agto whether this House should accept alr\x]y amendments proposed by the

Council of State affecting a Money Bill. Now look at it from this pomnt of
view. Even supposing that the Council -of State has the power to interfers )
with a Money Bill, what is the result of the amendments that have now come ~
pefore us ? The Honourable the Finance Member has just explained to the
House that in one instance the burden of taxation would be increased by 60
lakhs in connection|with the Post Office. Now I put it to the House, is there

" orecedent in any other Constitution where the other House has the power
any nlc):rease the financial burden.of the people by 60 lakhs? I also submit that
f-;g:,he Council of State has that power, then it is the duty of this House to

prevent that body from exercising such power, in the interests of the people.
A a2
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r. P. P. Ginwala.] - : ' .

Jgfas been argued i?ha.t the relative position of this House anIC}I of“;z
. Council of State is not the same constitutionally as _that;Of_ 'th'e There
- 'of Commons and the House of Lords. I will put it this way. Houses
/- s mo difference at all between the relative position of our tvi;) eipen
" and of ‘the two Houses of Payliament as it stood prior to theh mi({ - ake

Act of 1911, but it was recognised that the House of Lords s outhere i
no amendments to g Money Bill at all. Therefore:,. I say that e tion
.~ ;o constitutional difference at all hetween our position and thelll is
- of the House of Commons and the House of Lords as it sto_oc.l in 19 ;'unen &
. -House would, therefore, be perfectly justified in not entertaining any ,

; . ghe
. ‘Went whatsoever that came from the other House, especially if they had s
-~ effect of increasing the financial burden, "

. re We
"Then, Sir, are we going to do what was done in other cf’“"!mesl? ];;%il:ris of
- Boing to fight every inch of our ground as regards the constitutional re 2 ughle
‘the two Houses, in financial matters? Are we goingto have the gamfo Money,
. mi,"hls country as has been witnessed in other countries in 1'e]ationnfmies an
' profit by the experience of other }?u the other
__egtabhsh from- the outget the constitutional practice by .’hl‘i{l use and we
o X ; ills appertain solely to this Ilous
- Tecogmise their equal statyg v i . in view O
of expediency, T shoalq have expected the other House especially ]1l that 1
* . "the temper of thig House on” the last occasion to hLave considerec Bill.
- would have been. better for it not to hay tn sred with this Money Bills, *
.. Six, even if I amy alope I shall oppo tha.ve amp L:I ents on Money o
year after year until the pringipps o, Pese amendm

atter of taxation, ' )

) e 1 ime weré .
© tak . 16 sugoested that it would be better if less témto the
- ;2XeN up to-day in gyey that Honourahle Members might not be p¥  think
. mcg;nvemeqce of sitting here onger than is necessary. 1 for one do norePaxr'r -
toa ‘there is any substance in that ground. The question is, ‘are you P vound
f__sa.erxﬁee 2 constitutiona] Prineiple, if one is involved merely on the g;non ;
o Personal convenience 7 T gp willing to stay here for one week, one M0y, ;
~ereven one year if it becomeg necessary? for me to stay in order Iambe"s ’
Principle may be established, and, at least, I hope there are some Me b
-amongst us who attae), suffici ortance {0 a principle of this 50T
0 be mﬁuencgd by considerations of A

lent imp

__ am-not quite clear, explained: o
the S&lggg:l&gt'ewef I};mposed that the rateg of Postage on letters be pub bacll'{n'g’ |

- also, we pro (:l ot an anna, for weights not exceeding 2} tolas and suppP oie at"
the rate Pf 2P anma o the purcharge on tra by inland steam vessels ont
Rilway o ey DI 0T every rupee freight like the charg® o
oS 50Ut of the reduction on the PO
“1t i not ljke] to be
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£

" made good, it will be all right.- But if it is not made good, can Government

gtand the loss? The answer to.this question will determine our attitude in
regard to the amendments to be put. -

“The Honourable Mr. Hailey: I would ask the Hoﬁourabl’e-- Meﬁabéf :
if he was correct in saying if he proposed half anna for 24 tolas. I sappose
he meant half an anna for one tola. C

Sir P. S. Sivaswamy Aiyer: Half an anna for one tols, 1 shonigl hfke

the current rate to be maintained.

Mr. Eardley Norton: Sir, before the Honourable the Finance Member

answers Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer’s question, I should like him to answer “the
question which I will now put. I am verybad at figures, but I may have to
vote and I should like to understand the position. I gather the Honourable
Finance Member has said that the net result of the amendments made .by the
Council of State yesterday with regard to the postal rates is, that we are now
18 lakhs to the good ; and that the amendments made by the same Council as
to goods carried by inland steam vessels would result in 2 loss of from 121 to
15 lakhs gnd the net result, if these amendments are accepted, will be that we
ghall ‘be 8 lakhs to the good.

May I request the Honourable Member to inform me what “the effect .
would be if the House restored the surcharge on the freight goods carried by
the inland steamship vessels to an equality with the railway freight, and
allow the postal rates to remain on the same footing' as they have been

. passed by the Council of State?

Makhdum Sayed Rajan Bakhsh Shah:* Sir, the postcard is mostly
used by the poor people, hence postage-for'a card has not been raised to an
anng, What I would submit is, that -many poor people also ‘make use of the °
{half an anna] postage envelope within the (authorised) tola weight. Hence
the charge up to a tola shonlfl- be 2 pice. If this be notagreed to, then I would
make the following alternative proposal. That the rate up to 9+ maskas be 2

pice, three pice for 9+ maskhas toatola and
t § of a tola. one anng for one to 1} tolas. '

' Mr. Harchandrai Vishindas: May I rise o o point of order, Sir ?
The Honourable the President : I think the Honourable Member
had better veserve his remarks till we come to deal with the postal rates. He

. will then be able to explain the exact schedule which he wishes the House

to adopt. |
chaudhuri Shahab-ud-Din : May I, Sir, with your permission, ask one
nestion of the Honourable the Finance Member ? If the present postal rates
;lv'e re retained in the case of Registered Newspapers.—I mean the rates that

o eurrent—by how much will the revenue suffer as compared with the
:’;:é:‘;,‘:o;osed by the Council of State ? ‘

The Honourable Mr. W. M. Hailey : I will take the last part of Quest
sion 1, first, because it is the simplest. There isa difference of Rs. 8 lakhs.
That is, We 21¢ losing b _the ax}len(!ment qf the Qouucil of State Rs. 3 lakhsin

_ pech of newspapers. NOW, Sir, with mgazd to Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer’s question, -
1€.'SP.0u1 d like to goback to the half anna rate for one tola. That would megn
h?'“ that we chall lose Rs. 42 lakhs. That i_s, we will then be Rs. 42 la,kh;
gg;m s the Budget on that alone. I am taking the Budget as the datum line

s Translation of n'speech delivered in the vernacular, '

Id
v
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' Mr. W, M. Hailey.] : o rat :

if we restore the steamship rates, . Sir ?

ﬁmﬁﬁm T%E:;; Ixfn;;e; Rs. 57 lakhs. Have I m:an,dlef thatadf::é flor one
| shall re eat v.vhat I have said. The restoration of the hah algluncil of State.

folawmﬁd put us down Rs. 42 Jakhs. ~Th§,dpro£ osal:n%ihzreRs 15 lakhs down.
S, hip Companies wou'd put us anc 3 he Steam-
o “r}l;;eogl‘la:gjetgbtflfesﬁgl:]mgnt ofpt?he Council of State in regard to the

° ; a,sked,
- ship Companies, you will then remain only Rs. 42 lakhs down. I am
 Sir, whether it would be po

- should prefer not to try such an experiment,

dment
- Question ? ‘I do not think it has been answered. Leave the amen
.9 pies for letters made by the

. . an
Council of State alone. Leave it at 9 pies, ,
- - . make the inland steam-vessels

. - deci-
revert to the position they occupied by our
sion on the Revenye Bill.  What will be the result ?

The Honoura.ble Mr. W. )i Hailey ¢ Rs. 8 lakhs up, Sir.

. Jetter
- Dr. H. 8, Gour: What will be the result, Sir, if we resort to,2a
Posteard of half oy, anng,

-ecards
and the rest of the Government proposals as reg
Postage stand ? How should e then stand financially ? to repeat. his
. Mr Q. A. Innes; May I ask the Honourable Member ‘
Question? . ‘ . o hat is not the
.- Mr, Amjad A}, May I vige ¢o 5 point of order, Sir?

i~ Point now before the

ents passed
House, mpe point i tq consider the amendm
by the Connej) of State, oo

. , ) is nature
The Honourahle tp, President: Order, order. Questions -Of:;t;ordance
re in order af, thig sta o, It is quite trge that it would be more lcilto insist o
 With the letter of our Rules to e such questions out of order an s they aré
s therr be,iﬂgv Put on each of the amendments of the Council of State a It is quite
« Jut ffom the Chyjr, . 8Pirit of the Ryles Prompts me otherwise. endmen
-, elear that the Foues Will not be able to dey) effectively with the am a TeS
uuless it knows whag Wwill be the ¢ nge in the financial position as these
L ofth y therefore alow Fins
‘ “With the answers the "Assembly wi
Position to vote on these a nts.

T dments bo hidh
Mr. H E Spry: Sir, T understang Mr. Norton’s question to
Assuming that the
b

e left
ouncil of State regardipg postage ;:‘: 0 -
et but that the surcharge in the eage of inland steam-vessels is res
th amount propoged by this Agg

al
. cias -
" oot & embly, what will be the resulting finan

" position? T understood the Honourable the Fi

o shall he R,

- we
Inance Member to say thugtioﬁ
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we get a betterment of -/

: r my "
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The Honourable Mr. W. M. Hailey : I am afraid, Sir, that I did not
" very clearly appreciate Mr. Norton’s question. The figures now put to us are -
correct, Sir.  Might I rise, Sir, to make 2 suggestion? I see the difficalty of
the House in dealing with these matters. They want the fullest information
possible. If it is in order, Sir, I should like to put forward a proposal that the
House now adjourns for a brief period while I answer any questions that Mem=
ibers may desire to ask me with regard to the financial effect of the amend-
ments made in the Couneil of State. They will then be in a better position to
judge of those amendments. At present, Sir, it is necessary for me to give
answers somewhat hurriedly; and records- of the House will be burdened with
:a good deal of conversational matter which will not greatly add to their value.

The Honourable the President: A motion for an adjournment of the .
_debate is of course in order. The period desired by the Honourable Member
«carries us to within half an hour or so of the usual noon adjournment. But I
toke it that he wishes to have an adjournment at once even though we shall
bave only a short debate on resuming before noon adjournment. .

The question is : -
* That this debate be now ‘adjourned for one hour.'

The motion was adopted.
The House then adjourned for One Hour. : S

L™

The Assembly re-assembled at Ten Minutes Past One of the Clock., The.
Honourable the President was in the Chair, S o

Mr. P, E. Percival: Sir, I beg to request that you will give -your ruling '
on a question of procedure, which, I think, will be valuable to the House. The ;
question is rather premature ; but I think that the Assembly would like to |
know what exactly they are letting themselves in for if there is a conflict
between the two Houses, What I ask is this: If this Assembly makes
certain amendments in the Finance Bill, and the amendments go back to the -
. Council of State, and if the Council of State does not agree to the amendments. -

" made by this Assembly, would you, Sir, inform the Assembly what would be
the practical result, as regards the rapidity with which the Bill can be disposed -
of, or the delay which will be involved thereby. I imagine, Sir, that a joint

gitting could not be held for a period of six months. -

The Honourable the President: If one of the Chambers fails to f)ass a
Bill ‘passed by the other Chamber, the Governor General may convene 2 joint
gitting for the purpose of solving the deadlock, after the lapse of six months’

f find no provision in the rules or Standing Orders which will enable him to-
exempt _the Finance Bill from that proceeding and convene a joint sitting at
once. Therefore, in viéw of the circumstances a joint sitting falls out of consi-
deration altogether. If that is the case and if, as the Honourable Member has

o the case, either Chamber fails to agree with the other on the amendments
-?nade in the Bill, then the Bill itselt either lapses or passes to the Governor
-~ General who will take action under his constitutional powers. .

Debate will now résume on the original question that the amendments-
.made by the Council of State in the Indian Finance Bill be taken into consi-"
Jderation. SR . “

M. J. Chaudhuri: T have given some anxious thought to this constitu-
o nz{rqiesﬁgn and I have come to the conolu_sion that it is quite comt;)s?:i:et:t
gor the Council of State to amend the Money Bill a.fte‘r it has been counsidered

\
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by this House and sent up to them in due course, [ shall briefly state that:
1;1{ actice in the

e practi House of Commong has been that no Money Bjl| may  be-

Colonial constitutiong Were founde on the same analogy, By going< ingﬁo'
i ' 2% 8 controversy iy respect of Money Bill
in Victoria, from the Year 1864 up to the end

" “The Honounraple the President; 1 have already 1yleg that any substantial
i it ambers will not be-

0
o Permitted in this debate, A question of thy 80Tt is of syel, Importance that
. 1t must be rajseq N another fashig,. It cannot o brought, ,, by a side wind

01¢ i
. between the two Houges, They haye Provided that although the Upper

House hag ng POWer to deq] with the Budget o, déman(s for grants
deal with g ) oney Bill in the $ame way g ordinary Bills, Now ¢
amended the Bj] Which hag beep, Passed by this House anq ;¢ has come back
" before this House ang the constitutiona] - Prineiple g that the voice: of the
lower House must ultimately. Prevail, The oing Committeq have Provided’

that in case there is a differenge 9f-ppini0n between the revising Chambey and: *

this Assembly there should be-a joint sitting of potp, Houses and g we, the
‘peoples’ l-epresez{tatzves,.ax'e I g majority i ‘this Hoyge our vj,
ultimate Y _prevail. ;i Was' the principle Wwhich

- was, that the vojee of the lowerHouse, t.e, of this

. ! 6, ] A b] 7, sha . .
- - I presume that th, Joint Committee have "recom ezssem 7> shall Prevail and

y e oy Hav mended
* the purpose of Obviating. the difticulties thoy, g arisen iy 4
- I say, that thé Procedure aqqp4.q 1OW I3 Constitutiona 1l

accept the g endments op the o

: 4 nents er Hoyge Or Teject them The ultimate. '
.o result remains that, if we Teject them, i C2SE We anpirns ’ ‘
" Svhich Will be satisficto, to both, then 1t will e f:: i concl)e i ottloment

. 1Sig g

- mearly at.the end of the mont), of Marel, We wor L
committee, -We considereq ¢hq Bill heye and S‘énWe.le tnable o agree to a joint

- The other House hag made certyy, amendmep,

* adopt the course proyi ded! for 11 tho ‘COnstitu t:ion. the g vernor General to.
. -Sir P. S, Sivaswamy Aiyer: 1 shoulq Lk e
question fro 2 pract e fyol’ ‘L uld like the House to approach this

and we are now

1 “i]? tOd the other House.
o > and refopyg, the Bill pack to’

us. Now the courses opey, to us ape these, - , .
amended by them oy yp, may mal e May :;ccepgthe &Bfé] as
to them. Now I understan that ¢ Nts and send ; up

: ere ap .Y : T
" ‘with certain of the,amendments Which by Many Membe, Who fee] dissatisfied:

: PO N passe the othey House.
Now the question 15 What course g, We £0 pure . ¥ the !
that the courge which we shoylg m1(1) Pursue, T thml} 1 will be obhvions

3 Dursue 1 b : )
impediment in ¢he Way of the sp(]ae ¢ the one Which “offeyq the least,

. assage of T . :
that we send up amendmenig Wwhich £1£ in E’um Iiﬁ];;y teasllle, Now supposing'

" other House, tha} Houge may ingjgt upon-itg oy a.mex(:'d - nacceptable to the-

; : " may' make-
ot auggestions and song o et €250 T o pog g 12Y” mak
Ppossible for us to veach ap agreémenpt before the eng ofJ this mopg;, - Then as:
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regards the further solution of the difficulty, 2 joint Sithing is out of~the- -
question as pointed out by the President, A’ joint sitting being impra.eticable,‘
there are two courses. W e may allow the Bill to lapse, but. we cannot do soipn,
the case of a Finance Bill. The other course is to report the matter to the:-

it is not possible for us to come to a reasonable settlement ourselves ?_ I for one-
would strongly deprecate any such course and I should very much like that we-
should hit upon some other solution which would save the unpleasant necessity-
of a report of that kingd to the Governor General. Then “what other course 1s: -
left to us which may meet the wishés of this Houge and may not meet with:
any opposition in the other House? So faras I have been able 4o ascertain,
the point upon which our friends here have heen most exercised in theiy minds -
is the increase in the Postage rate on letters not exceeding one tola to ¢
ow, it is felt that the privilege of sending letters for @ Pies which is nowy:
enjoyed by the poorest-people should not be taken away from them, ang that,.
if’ possible, it should be continued to them, even though you may
weight of the letter which it bermitted to send for {he § pies,
you introduce another clags for a weight not exceeding half g tola —
" leave all the rest of the schedule unaltered, T thinjk
of all the gentlemen who have felt concerned abo
Postage rate. - B ° ‘ :
_ This will involve, we are told, a losy, a defie; ths  (Cys ¢ Na
20 lakhs?) o 3¢ Tk eficit of 27 lakhs ' (Cries of ‘No,.

‘ whatever it may be. T do not wish to commit myself’
to any figures the accuracy of whiel

Treasnry Bench, Now, if Possible, v
The only way in which, it seems o m
with the proposal of the othep House to red
inland “steamers. Byt [ would ask the ¥
In the first place, the other House seems to hay
reducing the rate of surcharge on traflic carrie
not know whether i+ Is hecessary for me ¢o en

of that matter. At one time I i myself thought that 15 would he

Supposing-
6 pies, and"
it will meet the Wishes'
ut the increase in the - -

Honourable the Finanee Minister, mus
House also, and that myust be the reason why the

we interfere with this amendment anqd send it back to ¢h
possible they may not he willing
rate, andrthey may continue to diffe, from s, That, I think, would land
us in an impagse, Perhaps the best solution will be to leaye the question of--
surcharge alone at the Point where it i ), Consequence of the action of the
Upper House. Ag regards this logg of 20 lakhs or whatever it may be which
arises from the altetation of the Postage rates, leaye it to the Finance Depart- .
ment to do what they can to meet the deficjt by savings elsewhere, T Propose
this for the consideration of the Honourab)e the Finance Minigter, Now, it
we do this and confine ourselves only to this step and do not touch - the otfxer-
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‘things, T do not think that the Upper House will object to this RS
*_-which ’we%:s?re to be made to Pogz-ppeople with regard to letters not exceeding
. balf o tolg jn weight. i oY
.+ Other Proposals have been made in the course of our informal discussions,

thi ikels to the general
‘but; I think that they are not likely to commend themselves .
ense ofl(:ile Hous .y Various alternative proposals have been put forwar
‘One that I have hea

. raised.

rd is that the tax on kerosene ojl may be raise ing
°An assure you that it would be g most unpopular tax to 'addtar;ﬁ?lea;e
to the duty now leviable on kerosene oil. The flealer§ are sure 3 "4 the
' y more than the amount of the tax which will be levie a‘ountr.Y
rosene oil hasso extended to all the rural parts of the nc to the
at h addition in 'price, which will be greater than the additio ‘

will come home to the poorest of our people. k upon
. Another sugpestion which has been made is, that we should go b(iwmak% i
our decision to levy only 11 per cent. by way of customs duty a'I\I/Iem‘bem of
12§ per cent. Ty again, I think, will not commend itself to the M d norie
the Hoyge generally, There is likely to be a difference of opinion, a '

lly.
these golutions can Dossibly commend themselves to the House generally
. ﬂerefore my own feeling s,

' i intro-
. :amended by therper House, our interference should be respuctﬁglftg t?l:, .
ucing g, balf-anng, rate of poétage for articles not éxceeding Likelv to be
weight. No doubt there are technical difficultieg which are li '1'):: o
brought forward by the Pogta) Department. They will perhaps requi R
nd weights g0y weighing halffoly letters and one tola letters, an ted
“-and baving regard to the large number of letters which are 'tlmnsd[gition

throug‘h the post, it i quite possible that there may be a very sensib e t}t -
-+ %o the burdepg of the Post Office. But- taking all things together, 1 :v o
-~ to me tl'mt if we are ¢, interfere af all, that is the only direction mfrom %

- we ¢an interfore ang I would ag) the House to approach the question
.- Practiea) point

. e the
A of view and see that the Bill is carried through before
- “BessIon clogeg, - .

. on
s Mr.‘ Harchandraj Vishindas : Sir, while endorsing all that has f:ltl;ié
B from( Slr'Sivaswa,my Aiyer, I have only to add a few words. ..As oeing
" Process through which we ghall have to go in the event of our disagree il
;Yom the amendmentg that have been sent forward, as he said, the result }V "
e that the matter wip be referred to the Viceroy. In addition to the "i‘:e
b5t we shall be thereby sacrificing oyr dignity 4 great deal, we shall also ]
. _,_,%l_ttl_ng the new Viceroy in & Very embarraggine position. If it were an O
- pleeroy who had heen hep. 3

{

ere some time. :
 But, considering that 1, ing borpoud b

that if we attempt to interfere with the Bill as |
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However, I think we are obliged to be inconsistentto a certaio\ extent in
gome of the things we are going to sanction to-day. I mean we were very
.strong on the last occasion upon 1 anna for the first tola and 1 anna for every
.other tola of postage. That position we arve going to recede from, as it were,

- without the least struggle. On the contrary, we have to get ourselves
_reconciled to the new tariff that has been propased by the Couancil of State,
namely, 9 pies for the first tola and 1 anna for a weight _exceeding 1 tola but ¢
not more than 2} tolas. I think we camé to the conclusion the other day on
‘the postage in the same frame of mind as on the tax on inland steam vessels.
“We shonld not be charged with inconsistency by reason of the attitude we are
adopting to-day in either case, and for one very cogent reason. We had to -
. finish the business on that day and when we left the House we sounded public.
tb.pinion, and public opinion was to the effect that we had commi.tted a mistake
sin having'1 anna for every additional tola. Likewise, it was said that the case
- which had been put forward in regard to inland steam vessels wasa very
:strong case and that we did not come to a right conclusion on it. For that
.reason, and for the reason that Sir Sivaswamy has shown, in order to have no
kind of émpasse or deadlock, and in order to show that in the first year of our

existence we are adopting a businesslike attitude, I would entreat the House to
".accept the proposal made by Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer.

The Honourable Mr. W. M. Hailey: If I may say so, Sir, I rejoice
that Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer has recalled us to the practical questio. Tt is all-
to the good that he thas refrained from pursuing that controversy on the
- purely constitutional question which was again revived this morning. There

- may be some die-hards here who believe that we can, of our own volition,

alter a constitution laid down by Parliament. There may be others, Sir, who
would like to see that altered in  the future;

o Bt but it is obviously necessary for"
us to take the constitution as we have received it and work it, as Sir Siva-
; swamy Aiyer said, with the least possible exhibition of friction at its very
initiation. The immediate problem before us is to consider the steps that we
- should take in order to get our Finance Bill through in some form or other -

without further delay, and I f6llow him in believing that if the House were
40 make any substantial additions or subtractions in the case as sent by the -
other Chamber, then, there would be very serious risk of delay indeed ; the
.alternatives which the rules provide for the solution of any such diﬁiciﬂty of
#hat nature have been already pointed out and are so undesirable that I need
ot dilate on them here. _ ! _

Now, 8ir, what Sir Sivaswamy has proposed to us is that we should accept
. change in one item only, one item which, he thinks, would be acceptable to
-the other Chamber, namely, half an'anna fora half tola letter. As he says, that
would cost us Rs. 20 lakhs as'against the sum we expect to realise from the
Bill in the form it has come down to us. Now, whatever happens, this
House cannot escape some charge of inconsistency. The House will remembey

that on a previous occasion it deliberately voted ‘against the half anna half tola,
Jetter. I do not of course take the unreasonable view tha

cours t this House shéuld not;,
when it finds that it is in error, change its opinion just as any other person or

.any other assembly, collection of persons, might do. But we ourselves, on the
+Government side, value our reputation for consistency: other people some-
4imes call it obstinacy, but we like to maintain to think of it as consistency

I am not therefore going to pretend here, just as I was unable to pretend ixi
the other Chamber, that the half tola half unna letter is the right solution of

\
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tage difficulty. | thoroughly believe that for administrative purposes—
rhen say for administrative purposes I mean really the convenience of °
ublic—it jg entirely the wrong solution. I argued against it before ; my
against it again yesterday, and
ccess, in another place; and I am. prepared once more to argue against . .
I 2m not going to, and my friends here equally with me will
ot or tittle of the objections what we believe to be a retrograde
> the resort to the half tola, half anna, ‘postage. On the other hand, the
use very obviously wishes to see it reintroduced.
H"“’@l‘e We to meet this situation? Like Sir Sivaswam
b this Bill through, and T want to get it through in the only way in
I it can be got through, and that is without alterations of any
" “I'do not propose, consequently, that we should introduce an
suggested by Sir Sivaswamy Alye
_ I propose to ask the House to
8hat it has come down to it-from the oth

State ¢ .t_he game time that, in view of the fact that the rates are maximum
tes provided in ¢

ib e Act, Government, in order to meet the objections now
ﬂ I think inconsistently, but still felt, and felt strongly by
s-taneonsef"ShoFld, under executive order, introduce the half tols half anna

d

y Aiyer, I want

pass this Bill exactly in
er Chamber ; but I propose

3

¢ House has shown itself willing to show consideration to the new -
"°roy ; the Hoyse jg willing to change its former attitude on the subject in
--'-]Eiemtm,n of the feelings of the public; in short, the House is unwilling to -
80 back to ity constituencies and confess that it has" taken away from the -
e half anna half tola postage. The one person who receives no
2l in this matter is the Finance Member. By accepting this .

all be Rs. 20 Jakhs down on the figure we expected to realise:

r . . -

L E)xr,_lf the House accepts this solution, then, I must retain the right:

Ve alvee(ieaﬁ 1 s'.'bseilueﬂﬂy and ask it to make up the loss in some other way,
he conrsenogf With & matter of figures ; and if the provision made now proves

e year to he ingutficient, T must come back to the House and

be simply to omit from the Act th ‘ds—
¥ & weight no exceeding 1 tola o ¢y the wox
e alf tola half anng, postage. on ou pait unde¥ taking to give
giri Ayyar: Sir, not ly thi ‘ .
ill 1'eceiveywith feel; o only, this Assembly, but I believe

2y eelings of joy the announcement which
stency ; 1oe ullga;ncetyember has made.” T would not put it down to-
he o 8y that he hag respected public opinion. It is not.

_ gone back on anythine th id,; i
ebnary S - L r at he has said; by ly hs i
13Ty 1o respect the Opinion wl.ugi has grown up’ inll tT;iI: Pgsl;‘rl;bfl(;:m gnlg
urme of 3pmwn which hag 8rown, since the last se:’ssion,-

inion that the-
y offered bs, it

I, providing specifically for - .
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.-awas, as & matter of fact, not accepted by Mr. Pickford. This "Assembly was
. of opinion that we had no option but to insist upon accepting what the Govern-
ment had resolved upon. If Mr. Pickford had accepted_t}woffer made by the
Government, we would probably have been in a position to vote with him.

“ Therefore we are not really acting inconsistently in aaccepti.ng t!le' amendments
of the Council of State, and, as hasbeen pointed out by Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer -
.2nd the Honourable Mr. Hailey, it is absolutely necessary that there should be
no deadlock in a matter like this. In these circumstances I would advise the
Assembly—and I think it is my duty totell this to my friends,—that we must

accept the offer now made by the Honourable the Finance Member- to avoid
friction, '

Mr. N. M, Samarth: Sir, it is gratifying to-me to find that the opinion
.of this Assembly has crystdllised against creating a deadlock. Honourable
Members of this Assembly will probably remember that when I, in the . early.
days of this session, introduceda motion upon another subject, the. Honourable
the Finance Member told this Assembly that it had indirect powers to bring
the Government to book if its policy is not accepta.blee to the House and

.asked this Assembly to malke use of those powers rather thanaccept the Resolu-

-tion I had brought forward. I said then that I would be the last person to favour
a course which would lead to a deadlock,—a remedy which was distasteful to me,.
Therefore, it is very gratifying to me indeed to see that.the Honourable the
Finance Member has thought fit to appeal to the House not to cause any
friction or to bring about a deadlock in the matter of his Finance Bill."

Mr. J. P. Cotelingam : Sir, in the pronouncement made by the Honour-
-able the Tinance Member, though the great disparity in the postal rates
between the weight allowed for 9 pies and that allowed for one anna has not
"been removed, I hope the undertaking given by him will be received: cordially

by the House. T am glad the desire expressed, not only in this House but

throughout the country, has to some extent been met by the Honourableth
‘Financ‘ce Member. To follow the line of least resistance, o

. : I welcome the
“executive action suggested though I would like to see the half anna postage
for one tola retained. ~ : , Se

- The Honourable the President: The question is:
¢ That the Fim\nce Bill be taken into consideration.’

The motion was adopted.

N

- -

‘'The Honourable the President: The folloiving are the amendments :

¢ 1. At the beginning of sub-clause (1) of clause 2 the words ¢ with offcet from the fivst
-day of March, 1921’ have been inserted, and at the end of that sub-clause the words © and
guch substituted Schedule shall take effect from the first day of March 1921° have beey
~omitted.' _ _ :

The amendment was adopted,

The Honourable the President: . "
¢ 2, For cJause 4 of the Bill the following clause has been substituted, namely 3
¢4, With offect from the first day of April, 1021, for the first Schedule to

the Freight
Railway and Inland Steam-vessel) Tax Aet, 1917, the Schedul ined 3
ghe fourth Schedule to this Act shall be substituted.’ wle contained in

‘The amendment was adopted,
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| The Honourable the President :

S Tn iten ituted § he Indian
3. Initem 5 of the Schedule to be substituted in t
- words ‘Pgni'ls unset’ the words ¢ and imported u

. The amendment wag adopted.
" The Honourable the President :

*4. For item 41 the following items have been substituted, namely :

‘4L PETROLEUYN, including
also naptha and the
liquids commonly known

Y the names of rock oil, ‘
ngeon oil, Bnrmn,’é?l,
erosine, raffin oil,
mineral oi], petroline, )
gasoline, benzol, benzo-
line, benzine and any’
inflammable liquid which
is made from trolewm,
cbal, schist, g le, peat
or any other bituminons , ‘ .
substance, o from any
products -of Petroleum,
but excluding the classes

of petroleum included in

. No. 42, dor Act

17 NOTR—Motor spirit is iab, % 2n additional duty of six snnasiper gallon under

11 of 1017, g amended by Act 111 of 1919,

Tariff Act, 1894, after the-
npierced * have been added.’

Imperial Qne anna
gallon, and six
pies.

£49, Psrnonnun, Whichhas  qd pal- 73 per cont,
its ﬂashing point at op orem. \
- . .8bove two hundreq deg-
- - Teesof Fahrenheit's they.
. A Iometer, and i, proved '
- to the satisfaction of the
Collector of Customs to
e intended for ugq exelu-
sively for the batching of
_ . j lt)e or other fibre, or fop
ubricating puy ses, and
o T . h'oleumgvg‘ll;igﬁ has its
: s:shing point at or above
Y, one hundred apq fifty
degrees of Fahrenheit's T
ermometer, and 4 .
Proved to the satisfaction
v . of the Collector of Cus-
- toms to be intended for
use exclusively ag fye) or /
Or ‘' gome sanitary op
) hygienic purposes,’
 The amendment was adopted,

- The Honourable the President ; .
"8 Foriter 73 the following item has
- A18, AN 8oMs of animy), cssential, minery] d . ial o d--
. ing patoclen e dehentin 1%H.nd‘1 anz:lnm.\.reg«;table non-essential oils, gxelu
“The amendment was adopted,

been substituteq

» Namely ;

’
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The Honourable the President : :
«§. Initem 81 after the words imported cut’ the words ‘and penrla xmpmted pxeme&'
have been inserted.’
The amendment was adopted.
The Honourable the President :
¢« 7. At the end of item 83 the words and figures ¢ and artlcles mnde of silk (see No. 132)’”
have been added.’

-
N

The amendment was adopted.
The Honourable the President :

¢8. In item 85 after the' word ¢ lomes and before the word ‘chassis® the word’
* namely ’ has been inserted.’

The amendment was adopted.
The Honourable the President :

¢ 9. In item 87 after the word ¢ cutlery ’ the words and ﬁc'urea fexcluding el
cutlery (see No. 127)’ have been added.’ e e ectl'oplate(T
The amendment was adopted.

The Honourable the President :

¢10. In item 98 after the words ¢ Haberdashery and Millinery’ and after th
;’Hosm&g dt’he words and figures ©oxcluding articles made of Slns.y (see No. t132(), ‘lz:rg- '
een adde

The amendment was adopted.

The Honourable the President :
¢ 11. Item 105 has been omitted.’

‘The amendment was adopted.

The Honourable the President :

¢ 12. After item 135 the following item bas been inserted, namely * \
<136. Jewellery and Jewels.’

The amendment was adopted.

The Honourable the President:
¢« 18. In item 137 the word ¢ including * has been omitted.’
The amendment was adopted. .

The Honourable the President:

¢ 14, The items of the schedule from 42 to 105 and from 136 to th
re-numbered and the necessary consequential amendments have been made.’ ° end have been
The amendment was adopted.

The Honourable the President:

«15. In Schedule III to the Bill for the entries under the heads ° Rect
tered newspapers ' the following entries have been substituted, nggn:ly Lottora ', and ¢ Regis-

. ¢ Letters,
* TFor a weight not exceeding one tola -,

. . . . Nine Pieﬂ.
For a weight oxceeding one tola but not excecdmg two and a
half tolas . . .

+  One anna,
For every two and a half tolas or fraction thereof exceedmo two
and a half tolas

«  Oneanna.
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L Registered Newspapers. i

or ‘ y anna.
Fora weight not exceeding cight tolas . . . . »  Quarterof an

‘For a weight exceeding eight tolas and not exceeding twenty

. Haslf an anna.
tohq . . . ¢

For every twenty tolas or fraction thereof ‘cxcceding twenty
. tolaﬂ . . ) .

. N . »

. . L4

Half an anna.’

i, it is i i ith this amendment that is .
- Ot M. 8, Gour:  Sir, it is in connection with ¢ . s
'piopDo:edHa.nds which, I believe has met with the universal acceptance of
House, that I wish to say a few words.

In the first line, should not “for 5 weight not exceegmg one* tola.....
ies” be omitted altogether and the rest stand as beforg ;

' i reorards ssity for amend-
The Honourable the President : As regards the necessi y :
ng'.thi:.aniendment, the Honourable the Iinance Member has pointed ou
“that h

- . In

1 ® proposes by executive action to meet the House in ) th:ﬁ' m;ffg;dment

that case there is no necessity to make any amendment. m the es only the

‘made by the Council of State in view of thie fact that it xm}ios rurably the
aximum rates, If I am. mistaken in the matter, the Hon

mance Member will correct me, ’

The Honourable My, W. M.

Hailey : The figures that are mentioned
‘i"the amendm

. imum
ent are under section 7 of the Post Office ACt'-Otm i?llsai;?algl of .
gures, and we can thereforg introduce the half tola half anna -11zL eI dmit, to
Ahe entry in the Schedule, T4 will be exceedingly awkward, da in spite
.. have both the half tola, balf anpa and one tola nine pies rates. An tl to IZhez
- of very obvioyg administrative objections that do arise, I _would PUtl ~ mend-
- House that on the Wwhole the best course s to pass this without further amend-
;Joent and let us intyoduee the

half tola half anna by administrative action.
.~ The Honouraple the P
.- doth

resident : The question is, that this Assellnbly‘
agree with the other House in thig amendment¥,

The motion wag adopted, -
—

—)

, rig-
entries under the heads ¢ Letter* and ‘Reg
entries have been substituted, namely :

St SO In Schedule 111 {o the Bill for the
tered’-newspapers " the following

. . o
‘ ¢ Letters,
For a woight not exceeding ono toly . Nine pies.
For a weight exceedin
s,

one tola but not excepdsie )
and o half jg g . exceeding two

’ . . . . + One anna.
For every two ang ohalf tolag or-fraction thereof exceed-
Ing two and & half tolas c . « One anna.
Registered Newspapers,.
For & weight not exceeding eighf tolas

For a'i‘veigﬂt exceeding ei'ght tolas: ang not ex

twenty tolas | . . .
For- 8very . twant,
: twunty tolmxy

Quarter of an anna.
cexding
: Half an anna. .
ceding

tolas o fraction thereof exe

Half an anpa.’
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" The Honourable the President: '

¢ 16. The following has been inserted as Schedule IV to the Bill, namely :

SCHEDULE 1IV. :

Schedule to be substituted in the Freéight (Railway and Inland Steam-vessel) Tax Act,
19017, ‘

[SEE SEcTION 4] ’ :
SCHEDULE 1.

[ SEE SEctION 3]

1 2 ' 3 .
Unit or method
Goode. Of taxﬂtion: R&te Of t&x. -

All goods (including goods | Per rupee of net | Two and a half annas in the case of goods -
carried by conching traffic) | freight payable.| carried by arailway; and one and a:
othey than food grains and | * quarter anna in the ease of goods carried
pulses, firewood and fodder. by an Inland Steam-vessel.’

The guestion is :

L3

< That this Assembly doth agree with the other House in this amendment.’

Mr. B: Venkatapatiraju : Sir, when there is so much harmony, I shonld, -
not like to stand up to sound a discordant note. But the Honourable M. Hmley-
has well pointed out that there may be some die-hards. Now, Sir, we need -
not die in the first trench out of fright. Let us fight to the end. The question -
now is this. If we have to interfere with reference to the Scheduleanywhere,
the Honourable Mr. Hailey says that we will not have the advantage of half * -

" an anna for half a tola which he proposes to give by executive action,

The Honourable the President : Order, order. The Honourable Member .
cannot speak about post.agef » .

M. B. Venkatapatiraju: He says that any change in the Schedule wilk
create & deadlock. Theréfore, v,:henever th.is Assembly _passes any Resolution
with refcrence to the TFinance Bill and arrives at a certain figure, if it goes to
the Council of State and if it changes, {nodlﬁes or even alters the figures, and -
if we want to touch it again, then according to the present understanding the
House will be creating a deadlock., 1 l'espeqtﬁlll)' submit, \Sir, that fhat is a
very awkward position to be taken up by this House. So faras this Schedule
is concerned, Government on a previous occasion mtlmateq, on the pro-
posal made by Mr. Pickford, that they are agreeable to this. But then it -
was no acceptable to the other House. -We said—those who opposed
{his Resolution have said on that occasion that we should not give any portion
of the surcharge created for financial purpqses to any otl}er private companies,
Ve said that we should not do any such thing. TImmediately afterwayds, Sir,

b1
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. are proposing to put some 15 per cent. roughly on to thé railway freight, &
thus making it 115. If we put 15 per cent. on the steamship freights also;
their freights will also be Rs. 115, Thereby, we now make it practically

impossible foif the stenmship companies to take any extra freight in order to

compensate them for the increasing charges which they must meet in order

to carry their traffic; if they -did so, then they would have to raise that

Rs. 115 to a much higher figure, that is, substantially above the railway

rates. 1t is to that extent that we prevent them meeting the extra charges .

-due to increased working cost. Now, when we considered the case before,

I said that we agreed that we .ought to take only half in the case of the
inland steamship companies of what we take in the case of th
thus allowing scope for a legitimate increase in inland steamship freights.

T admit that that compromise was not accepted at the time. It was not e
thought to be suflicient, but in spite of this proposal, I nevertheless do not ..

e railways

in my mind recede from the position that we, should certainly be doing an

- injustice to the steamship companies if we took an equivalent surtax’on
steamship and railway freights. Some Honourable Members have argued as
‘though we were giving arefund. No refund is of course proposed ; we are

only reducing the total amount we might otherwise have taken. It is claimed- ' -

on behalf of the inland steamship companies, that as we take nothing from
‘the country boats we should place no surtax on freight carried by the steam-
.ship companies. Well, Sir, our justification for taking this surcharge is the.
precedent we have already established in the case of the existing small surtax.
But the House will realize that this is an important additional argument in -
favour of the view that I am

ships only half the railway surtax. The House will remember, also that when
as we expect to do, wé substitute a revised goods vate on our railways for the -
.surtax, then we shall have no reason for maintaining this charge on the steam-.

ship companies. That fact in itself again enforces the view which I am
putting before the House. )

Mr, Eardley Noxton : Something has been said to-day about conscience
.and a great deal has been said about consistency. It is not for me, to say
whether I suffer either from conscience or from consistency, butif I do I am
not the pnly person who is amenable to that charge.

I remember, daring
‘the debates upon the Budget, that the Honourable Finance Member mni *

-

putting before it jn regard to taking from steam= . * -

ade f': o
an offer to my Honourable friend, Mr. Pickford, whose grievances with regard’.

to_the inland " steam-vessels he admitted to be just—an offer to give him one .
half of what he was asking for. This offer was repudiated by my Honowrable -
 friend in language which rose to the heights of great indignation, He rejected - -
the offer and animadverted very strongly on the attitude of an English
official who attempted to compromise with justice by an offer of one half only
.of the whole claim.

“HMr. A. D. Pickford: I did accept the offer.  Only my offer wais not in
proper form and was therefore ruled out by the Chair. : / ‘

Mr. Eardley Norton: If I misanderstood my Honourgble friend, I ‘
vegret it, but if he is prepared to be consistent with hig former position
(though I do not understand why he should accept from the Council of State -

. proposal he attacked with so much scorn when offered by the Government)

and will move the omission of this item from the amendments by the Couneil

of State, I shall be happy to vote with him.’ o
Mr. A. D, Pickford: Half a loaf is better than no bread.
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