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RESSLUTION : DAMAGES (AUSED BY THE PEALGU RIVER \.@
- 4‘, a.»..o .' e . . o 3 ., fGOvern’_
the recent settlement operations, - "1 hope, in view of thé intentions o ' ”
{ g:iilt.; oW expressed, t}l;e mover will not consider it necessary to--gress htls ﬁg%(i{
Tution. Tor the larger committee which I have outlined will 1ave od o
into all pending projects inclu‘ding' the case of the -'Pha}gu river, anrding
Irrigation Department wil] meanwhile be asked to make mqum%s rega. -

the existing condition of that river and. the tqodlﬁcatlons that._ may be neces

. in the estimates of 1909 to meet Present requirements.

| esident : Does the
Government’

~Babu Mithila Sharan Sinha: In view of the fact that the
committee is enlarged— -

mover of the resolution desire to withdraw it

.- The Pr .
in view of the S announcement or does he propose to reply to it ?

The President : Will the hon’hle member pPlease answer my ques-
the fact that the Government

tion ? In view of intend to appointa larger
committee, does the hon’ble mover of

the resolution desire to withdraw or
dves he propose to reply to this resolution- )

n?-
_ Babu Mithila,

The resolution was withdrawn by leave.
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AMENDMENT OF THE BENGAL TENANCY ACT.
Swami Vidyanand

- alics Bishva Bharan Prashad: Sic
~ I'begto move: ~ s :

" Tha this Counci s to the ‘Government that a
gomposed of both officia) azd no i
. Into the grievanecs

Sir, the resolution ag it stands does
it to the House. I do o

‘cannot he put off for g
the House, and 1
right of reply,

Ot need any long _Spee
nly say that the matter is 8o

by length of time, hence I move thig
hope that the Houge will accept it.

ch to commend
very urgent that it

if necessary

.

reserve to myself the

~ Babu Aimbiks Prashag Upa.dhya.ya,;
following amendment which runs thyg - '

That for the words ¢ o inquire into the grievanees of the tenants of the p
tubetitutcd the words to consider the neceg

sary amendments in the sengal Teng,
This amendmeng I think, Sir, v

ill jserve the Purpose of the
of the hon’ble mover,

I beg to move the

tovinee ’ he
ney At °.

resolution

‘considered later, There
 on the agenda paper, and T shall cal} upon the hon’ble
It amendments firg, o
abu § m Nara, an Sinhg, ¢ :
- draw the following amendmelgz o Sharma,

. That the wds® the tauses of tho .unsat's‘f relations, ; isb

" between the landlords anﬂ‘teht’m‘fg: e read aftf]ei %cff:;{ﬁ,:e}z:g’?“’a;s aggf,othat‘ mfaythzulif;o_v

vince ’ andin the place of the ‘Wotcy ¢ the. grievances of the tenantg * T "o

- Mauwlavi Malik M‘\;lk:hta.r Ah
follewing amendment ;. o

Sir, 1 beg to with-

mad ;- 8ir, T heg to witharaw HE
That aftcr the ward ” tebants > be yqg.q the words < and 67 ¢ye lanfllords -, |

[
t

resolution hefore °
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The President: -The original resolution ,and  the  am ndment of
Babu Ambika. Prashad Upadhyaya are now before the Qé&néil;- : '.iﬂ have been:
1psbmeted by the Secretary that Maulavi Saiyid Moinnddin. Mizza has.
instructed him to say that he will not:move his amendment which rups as.
follows: - ‘ , T e
" That after the words * gricvances of ’'bé added the words ¢ tho lardlords aﬁ‘d .

and therefore it will be taken as withdrawn, e RN -

The President: I desire to point out that the .conduct " of Rai
Bahadur Dvarika Nath in 80 openly prompting hon’ble ‘members as to, what:
they should or rshou.ld not do is not proper and correct. L -
'Rai Bahadur Dvarika Nath: 1 apologize; Sir. .

The President: No non-official member evidently desires to mike-
a speéeli or to support either the resolution or the amendment. Unless some-
‘oné-rises to speak, I shall call upon the Hon’ble M.ember to reply.

-~ Maulavi Saiyid Mubarak Ali: Sir, 1 had no intention of
speaking on this question, as I had no materials before my mind’s eyes 10 .
suspect that an acute situation existed anywhere in- my own Province as-
regards the relationship between the landlords and their ténants. Buton &
careful scrutiny of the list of the questions put by the ‘'members of thi§
.Council and the answers to them returned in print on the 18th instant, I find
that no less than ninetcen guestions for information had been sent in by the
mover of the resolution under discussion to-day and they undoubtedly tend
to show a very serious state of grievances from which the tenantry in the
ecified aveas, jndicated therein, are suffering and that since, long.  The fact
 at petitions, memorials, personal representations and public meetings have
all alike failed to move the Governwent and their ‘officers to .take'_j;rhe
necessary steps to (do justice 60 the agerieved tenants, as the questions
prove, render it necessary for this Council not to evade the duty that resis
upon its shoulders in the public interest. It is a notable circumstance
that the bulk of the hon’ble member’s questions touching the grievances
‘of the tenants remained unanswercd even st the expiration of ‘the ‘usual
ten -days’ notice. Thatis some- evidence of the fact that by some
cruel irony of fate the patience of the aggrieved tenants and their
friends is being tried. 1 cannot view such a situation with satisfaction. Then
the fact, that this Provinee has enjoyed an immunity from the agrarian mani-
festations in a neighbouring Province, must not be misunderstood as being
capable of remaining dormant for all time to come. The chief spokesman on
behalf of the tenantry urges the appointment of a committee to go into the
question of agriculturists’ grievances, and T feel disposedto support this pro-
position, because asan Lumble landowner I see no. reason to feel ashamed at
the idea of disclosures being wade. I have clean hands and so I need feel no
qualms of consclence. '

1t seems to me deskiralige to sady a few »]gords fmtore cés 1 find ,s'omtil stir has
used in the ranks of zamindar metmbers o nis Council to which pro«
]f?:f:;oflal mysel belong. Therefore I would like to point out that the resglu*
t°“ it is wor ed does not 1m the least show that any unfriendly
ot the landlord i intended, The agriculturists may have one hundred
kick & rievances against WALy classes. T positively feel that they have
and one BYE UL <t the Government for inattention towards their needs in the
grievances 882 wation, cattle problem, supply of better seeds and labour-saving
divection of 1BF du::a,tion in practical agricultural improvements and the like..
machinery, 59 ehe ve grievances dgainst the distriot boards and the many
Similarly they a)h " © s through the Province obstructing the free passage
railway systems tha i Pdamaging'crops and destroying houses. Yot they ‘have:
of rain and flood waters o Jandlords and their rack-renting heartless thikadars
:nst absent® the rights and privileges of the tenautry

vievances against SUSSTG s on d privileg au
gﬁho impose .intolerablenllf;ti';llcgs&g@ and that mostly without the consent abd
- ed by immel e S SN

&8 sanctione
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. molorohi, ghorahi,
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| T lo ' proper ievances
Jmowledee of the absentee landlords; - Then they have very proper gr
- ?fé?g;gg?:reéland has disappeared from the vlllli?;.g:gs l1;ende1'€-n% ;;;13 (Ill:la;.;:tel?r%g(g
- of cattle di d anxious. Thus I fee] t it hasne

o ooy ol and anxious ah}fomf)e?ntended for thp landlor(l_ alone. If
. -the members of this Gouncil have closely followed the intevpellations in the

* last and the Present session of the Council, they would have noticed thag very
serious * grievances of the tenantry

‘have been given vent to nlc;t so much

by Swamiji, the champion of the tehantry in this Province, but by ny own
: litylmble sequ ab much greater length ang gtil] greater detail, although I colllnetz;
from a zamindar family owning land in two provinces and six districts and ¢ 2.

sinco many generations past. :As I understand my friend Swamiji is willing to

accept the . amendment. moved -by Babu Ambika Prashad  Upadhyaya,
Sherefore I support the resolution as amended. -

Babu Lakshmi Mohan Misra, : Sir, T will be failing in my dutyi. [
-do not suppost this resolution moved by Babu Bishva, Bhal.'a,n Prashad, I have
-experience tha there are several "grievances to be Inquired into in the

the tenants is to be loyal to thei

- any of his difficulties. But, unfortunately, Sir, the present condition of the
maliks and the raéyat has changed to worst and in most cases they behave with

each other like enemies. T am unable to say that the malif

: -blaa.ned in this respect, I

¢8 are only to be

1L S0me cases the tenants are mogt unruly and trouble
their maliks in an undesirable manney, They do not. pay their rents in due
course and do not obey thei i Iyi i

8. But in most
cases the maliks or their amlas and babys are more troublesome to the tenants
-even if the tenants are loyal and Paying. The disputes mostly arise for the
gratification of the amlas of bigger estates, where the dmlas were always getting
Boinething as ¢g%uw; i

or farkawan. Now sinceithe Agrarian Commission met
. in’ Champaran where the troubles were intolerable, and recommended that
even the farkawan Paid to the patwaeris is illegal snd should be discontinued,
the tenants understood theip hegan to stop all sorts . of

. right ang

payment excepting t_zh‘eir rents  entered ip their record-of-rights,
In several eﬁta]ges fm%n ; ing collected from the tenants on the
occasion of Durga i

s eight, ghee af four seers
‘on. Inmany districts abwaps of some 40 kj

kindssuch ag bapahi, p
paharahi and others gre always realized fro
the indigo planters ang other lease-holq

ers of Bettiah ang Ramnagay tes.
Most of these illegal cesses hayve Dow been let off, by because ev : tho
have been destitute of thejy out-pickj

e planters and othep lease-holders
been affordeq a ver

¥y high rate of commission for villgee manageme i
' : . : 3 nt, that is
to Sazfoiuoﬁzl‘ r‘éen‘f;;leﬁflnm:ﬁ of the usual remissiong whie y \
year as another,

The maliks have ng doubt chg vay of harasgh i
a0 * - a I “ } 2 .
the help of the courts and litigationg in which a.{though i]sl(lil " 21133’5??3? ]{)3;

. For iustar}ce, .
instituted by the estate on the report, of the #hs ‘h*"lf adhur or one i being
anants who own land more thah 1 t

join hand in hand with him in
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The representatives of the zamindars may or may not oppose this resolution,
but to my opinion it will not be.wise to oppose it, if they do not think that

they are at fault in

I admit frankly
will be the-duty of this commission

the matter of the troubles in question.

that in somie cases the zamindars are alsoin troubles and it
to inquire into them and report before the

House when matters could be set right. But to oppose the resolution and to lef

the matter rest hidden, as it
_forth a very unsatisfactory

The amendm

.

unnecessary. troubles.

en t-

has been for §0 many times, will, no doubt, bring
result and the Government will have to undergo

of tlie Bengal Tenancy Act is also absolxlteiy nécessé,i'j a8

it-is an incomplete law and causes confusion in several places both in giving.
privileges to the tenants and the landlords.’ e
/7 .

With these words T supyort the resolution.

Rai Bahadur Prithi Chand Lal Chaudhuri: Sir, we hear
of the friends of the poor, theswould-be protector of the dumb
and it is vevy nice to hear about ¢their ‘efforts to increase the
happiness of the raiyats: by speech or otherwise, but we thé much abuised
ot be supposed to have no feelings about the welfare of our
tenants. The practical results achieved Dby us are not so well-known which
have really helped the tenants, for we the zamindars have rarely the gift of
eloquence, nor have we any inclination to trumpet our deeds abroad. *

much now-a-days
voiceless millions

zamindars must n

It is a well-known principle which is recognized everywhere that on the

~

prosperity of the peasants depends the landlords’ prosperity. At thé time of

the monsoon we watch the advent o

for the welfare of

both depending on the crops are

£ the rains no less eagerly than the peasants
so inter-related that we stand .

to rise or fall together. If there is a bad harvest, we cannot get the rents from
, them and many of us have to herrow to pay the revenue. T need not dwell too
much to prove the point but T hope it is conceded that one cannot do without
the other and we cannot afford (o kill the goose

And grievances of tenants

are grievances of the } easants there are also the

The use of the wo

rd tenants connotes the presence

to make the inquiry a just and proper one the com

sides. We of the

for (he last few days should not lose

not always a safe

that lays. the golden eggs.

there would he and is; I don’t deny. Butas there.

“grievances -of the landlords.
of the landlerdsand therefore
wittee ought to hear hoth'the

Oouneil who have heen talking ourselves hoarse abnt justice

sight of the fact that one-sided version is

view-point and it is hetter to comc to a decision after ‘hoaring

both the sides imupartially. A thing which often

if it stands alon

e has quite a different . beari

looks iniquitous and wrong
ng when av explanation 18

forthcoming. .\ murder is ‘alwaysa muarder. but it is no longer a crime if
you do it in'self-defence. o T e
as a olass are & much maligned community and & lon, ~suffering

- ‘The landlords
one. They have !
educated class, Iy

people themselves.

time, but it we
days to overlook t

In these days ©
we the landlords &

yeen exploited in the olden days.

by the . Government, by the

y the lawyers, by their managers and employés, and by. the;

ponder over it you Will fegl t:
he fact would not be quite fair.

£ high prices, industrial unrest
re being

1t might appear a little Strange to hear this for the first

¢ truth of it.  And in these.

and agricultural discontent,

tabeoed by the Kishanus who refuse to pay us rent
ly) that the word has gone forth from Mabatma Gandhi—

saying (t-hougb wrongly, d from this year, and are threatened with social boycott

that no rent need
-and ostracism
Mahatma who 1§

We on our part &%
and misunderstanding ‘mth

. le &
Ly the peop <t all these things.

;s so strongly S

he pax

.o to do our duty val

' matter thioroughly -

this is the time when I am asking y

iantly in spite of oﬁposition
ou on behalf

so as to put ourselves on &

of the landlords to g0 100 e '\ unresb, which is so prevalent in the United

footing on which

the agrarld

A

nd the servants aud. all in the name of the -



{Rai-Bakiadur Prithi Ch. L. Chandhuri) :

BESOLUTION:_AMENDMENT OF THE BENGAL TENANCY ACT

Y - , 7y d Pl‘OUd
rovinees: and’ ot laces, should he unknown here, I am glad an _proy
: go':;;cﬁi:: iligﬂig; I})iarts the relations hetween tenants and ]andlordg ar ‘laa%iltl)lltl;: .
happy except in avery few cases. But because the adjustment of ]de"lw ap
is friendly now, T see no reason why the Council should not try tod 11;1 tho
. & scheme in which frictions that wight arise should not bhe mp}ilq o il
" bud., Prevention is better than the cure. It is the bugmess of t 1's o
* o see and ook into it to stop the growth of the bitter feclings that are 1;11.; g
their head elsewhere, - With these fow words, Sir, I support the amendment.

' > Gover are trying
We, as a buffer estate between the people and .thc Govern ment, are :
to keep the balance oven, and I hope the Council should not, viey our eﬁq}g
vi v n the same plane as the others. A fa

we want from the members. Preferential
treatment I do not geek but we also have certain grievances to redress.

One way in'which the P
- which costs eight ann;
put up to auction, after the
_this be introduced j
has introduced the

atni revenue is realized is b
ge the amount be o

. t procedure in ouy rent suity
y o .

- Of courge, all these are i

Committeg g ould go into it,

S % best it i only
alot o good will he done only if b, 3
heard, though it be felt that in; .

k-‘now t0

» if not
these faw words, Sir, I

ders’ Aggpeiation
Last time in the
v Preside, the grie-
) an¢ a resolution weg. passed. A ¢o ' the: ion .
‘th::hetal; %‘}g?hrzsgB%ﬁtf‘i Was  forwardeq both' o the Pr‘é)s)ird:it?hgxfgs%louttha
retary of: € A Associatioy \ . B vt
to form a congiliatopy board o n%gil;?swgi? E:',ll?f? T:;,?FL"IQV:MSE:]I
ofi the lz’mdlords S0 ht at' any g; Brences thyt might it mi;l-lt»eli)aé? ssetﬂe'l
awicably between them, 48 theye Was 1m0 responge. to the invitstien: this
resolntion. has heen broughg forw. friend Swam; -Vid d. NoWw,
sgag,-,;_;tf cannet.be denied even, for b tenantg hawe. g:i?:; s. Ib
would he,u;a%us,t for me te gai 4y that some of the. landholdey, Ifce have
gxievanees thougly the- Porcentagg i very small indeeg, Giviewa;neé:t%%pe are
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RESOLUTION : AMENDMENT O¢ THE BENGAL TENANCY ACT

om which the tenants as well as thé landlords are suffering, and it is for
this reason, Sir, that mv friend has moved this resolution for the appoints
ment of a committee of inquiry. It is no use putting off a thing which we alt
. know is sure to come up some day sooner or later. ‘There is discontent among
the tenants—an important section of the people—the proportion being about
/89 to 99 per cent. These people, so long as ttey are ignorant of their rights,
will go on. toleratinzy all the disabilities they -.ight he suffering from
nnder the drastic law. But a time will come when they would get rid of this
ignorance and they will rise equal to the occasion and then certainly it would
be very difficnlt to control them. It is therefore hetter to aip the discontent in
the bud. As regards the enumeration of certain abwabs by my friend “Bahu
Lakshmi Mohan Misra, I would-only say that no amount of legislation can ={" ;
thew. It is well-known that all these abwebs are illegal and if the tepa.ns
fo _ou_paying them without asserting their own rights, no amount oi’
egislation can'stop it. Then, Sir, as regards the suggestion that some of the
tenants and the servants of the landlords say that the mandate of Mahatma
Gandhi is that all should stop work and stop payment of rent, I submit
Wwo cannot avoid abuse. Abuse there would be and: it cannot be suggested
even for a moment that even if all thatis required is done, there would: not be
- any abuse. We caunot expect a millennium in this world. The only' ‘thing
that is needed is that some sort of relief should be given to those tenants or
landlords’ wherever they suffer. - Sir, I had a desire to deliver a long- speech
giving full details of the grievances of the tenants, but- owing to an under-
standing come to betweeu my friend the mover-of the amendment on behalf .

of tho landlords and- ourselves, I content myself with a short introduotory

remark and support the amendwnent and. the resolution as amended.

- Maulavi Malik Mukhtar Ahmad: Sir, T wa¢ given fto -
understand that the amendment noved by my friend Babu Ambika Prashad -
TUpadhyaya was to be accepted by the mover of the resolution and' it was ol
this understanding that I did not press my amendment. What will be the
 result of the resolution which is being moved by the mover-? The resalt

will be that, if carried, the Bengal Tenancy Act will have to be amendeéd. That
will be the enly result if the resolution is carried out, but at 148t T find that
the mover is not going to accept the amendment. '

Swami Vidyanand «lics Bishva Bharan Prashad: I
accept the amendment as moved by my friend Babu Ambika Prashad

Upadhyaya. A ,
© The Hon'ble Mr. McPherson: Sir, I confess that I am" dis- -
~“appointed with the meagreness of the discussion which has so far taken place
on this important resolution. The Council has spent lopg hours'in the disous-
sion of questions that are to my mind of comparatively minor importanca, such
as the establishinent of a college’at Ranchi or the substitution of an honorary
for & paid vice-chancellor in the Patna University, but when it: comes te a
question that is of the most profornd-importancs to the toiling millions of our’
pnpulaytion, our eloquence 18 dne{l up and the Oougcil is dumb. T think
Government have a right to complain that in a matter like this, which- affects
the vital‘interests of the great massey of the poople, they havé- received no
help. no advice from ¢he representatives of thq people. If T heard aright, -one

P’b . complained that hs was 1landlca13ped in this debate, bécause Govern-
B tp nade replies to certain of his questions, S8ir; I think:thati this
ment had 006 BI8C B 1 Sy from the lips of a mewber who hay'etovedod all
".OH?P‘a‘F‘t‘ corm Ati on:"in‘ exercising' his rights and has potired upor thé Council
limits of moderation ¥ %5 "yt of 650. Tf all-other mombers hid followed
nearly 00 ques.tlousuld have bad to deal' with 20,000 guestiois instead of 630
his example, wé 810 blame if the over-strained'- Seorstariat - hast found: it
He has only hlms?lf to DIat® age with' his questions. Withi 'thess préliminary
physically impoﬂsmle -to‘-keel’.“go Council as briefly: as possible ‘wivat) is. the
remarks -1 proce‘ed"’tO"exPl., . 4 thils esotution and I ask' the forbearance of -
attitude of Governiment to¥a . - -
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Council if on account of the dnexpéctedly early close of the debate I am not

so fully prepared to deal with the question as I might bave bheen had the dis-
cussion been more prolonged.

_First of all, I desire to say that Government welcome very heartily the

y
opportunity afforded by the resolution of explaining their attitude towards the
agrarian law of the Province.

Government regard it as wholly important that
- the. Tenancy Acts of the Province should he kept up-to-date, so as to provide
for the new conditions that arise in course of time or for the settlement of

disputes that are not found to be clearly dealt with by the existing law. The
agrarian law of Orissa was brou

ght up-to-date in 1913 a_nd that qf Chota Nag.

urin 1919, but the agrarian law of Bihar remsing as "aid down in the Bengal
g’enancy Act which was passed in 1585, and was last amended, and thas chiefly
in its procedure provisions, in'1907. ' :

~_Government consider that thetime is now opportune for examining the
-question whether the Bengal

Tenancy Act requires further amendment in tho
light of modern conditions and ascertained facts.

It is the more opportune

\ overnments have heen exhorted by the Government of

~ Indiaasa part of their general policy in the face of the present political
unrest to ascertain wh

ere genuine grievances exist and to take steps for their
removal or adjustment,. .

It is, however, neither expedient nor necessary to appoint g roving com-
mission as propesed in the resclution, to enquire into the grievances-of the
raiyats. It is ivexpedient because in th

. ¢ Present state of political unrest such
& commission would be a public danger

. _ ! y it s unnecessary becaase we already
kunow with sufficient completeness what aro the points that must be considered

- In_any attempted revision of the agrarian code of Bihar, -Bince the last -
amendment of the Bengal T

enancy Act the Settlement De; artment have
completed the record-of-rights in the South Bihar districts
galpur, South Monghyr, Patna, lva a
the record-of-rights in the Nort hamparan and Sargy:
The reports of these settlenieut operations are available and supply the most
complete information on al] points that are likely to call for consideration
n any general amendment of the Act. No comimission roving over the Bihgr
_ districts for six months could get down to basic facts op add to the infor-
mation already con.piled by the Settlement Department, Tt was always
expected that when  the Settlement, Department had completed €he record-
of-rights of South Bihar, the question of amending the Bengal Tenancy Act
in the light of ascertained facts would be tuken up, and indeed the late Gov.
ernment of Bibar and Orisgg ’

. 1582, recognized its duty in this matter, but in viey of
the general desire to avoid conterticus legislati i

T nue and judicial
Oc1ations a Draft Amending Bill wag Prepared.
o [ ol w 'ob(failnedl. tLoL‘che introduction . of
s Fon 0 the Toc si8lative Council, and the ate ieutenant-GovernOr:
Fiis ilec;zic:)\:: 6’Sf11£h Edwqr_ _ anxious to ‘pass the Bill in the
: rc;séed el he eXpiring Council, by eventually in deference to.a enerally
exp " Vish, e c_iecldegl that this piece of legislation should be lgft er
to the new Council whigy was ‘about 1o be elected yngey the (13 f_qY 8
E}?hel]l:le(? nd W?uldszznfn ore ful,l.y representative of all intevegtg eonééfneif (‘:E:n
the ojd GUouncil. , . €, and Government now pl‘Oiiﬂsé
s Lg' officials apng non-officialg '

limited to the members of h R’iSIa.tive Council becpi Dot necessarily
) ’ 8

experts like the Director of Land Re; i R €. 1t must, ipclude

Z:heﬂ_l,?rﬂin their ,("Pmi(»m& iv is neges‘(;lfys 01‘? ‘gggirgéllt igp:ﬁ,e;‘&%@vernp;?'ﬂ?
,nil}éfy&}avytgt Bihar 'anB’. ]lf *% In what respects. The cdmmitt]e Vex.1{s1 ul])%
Pfr ; ir'ehﬁl‘l oo draft Bill and wity all the opinions anq TePorts on fro is
ol WAICh it was prepared, and if they cousider that the lay shouly bon the basau
will recomimend'in what respeots, if "0y, the draft Bill gou)g be am&-“ffl‘é "
: modified.
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. RESOLUTION : AMENDMENT OF THE BENGAT TENANCY ACT. .

It has been suggested to me that from the raiyat’s pojnt of view
thé present time is not opportune fo undertake the amendment of the
Bengal Tenancy Act on the ground that the present - Couneil contains a
preponderance -of representatives of ' the landlord ‘interest. Whether this
is afact or ~not L-do not know, as 'my acquaintance “with- the Couneil’ i8 -
short. But I wake bold to think that no modern Council, whatever be it#
composition, would venture tg interfere with the cherished principles of tenant
right embodied in an "Act which is the Magna Charta of the raiyats. I feel
-confident and, what I have heard to-day from the lips of some of the landlords
present in the Council increases my confidence, that the landiord community of
‘Bihar is sufficiently alive to the spirit of the times and to know the danger that
would beinvolved in substracting anything from the existing rights of tenants,’
I am therefore in favour of going ahcad and not waiting till the clamour of
the raiyats for the redress of grievances or the concession of rights becomes so
loud that it cannot be composed by acts of the legislature..

__Holding these views T cordially sapport the resolution as amended which
is, I think, fo the cffect that Goverament appoint a committee to cousider the
question of the amendment of the Bengal Tenaney Act. '

Babu Kameshvar Narayan Sinha: Sir, I cntirely agree with
the view expressed by the Hon’ble Mr. McPherson. ‘I'he landholders of this
Province do realize the sense of the times. If that was not the ease, I think the-
laz.dholders would . not bave supported the amendment. The landholders
sitbing in this Council roown would have all opposed the amendment wich one
voice, but I know that they realize the spirit which has been expressed by -
the Tlon’ble Mr. MePherson and therefore they have aceepted this amended
Tesolution. , - - .

The “ion’ble ir. McPherson: Tam not exactly sure how the reso-
lution as it nov stands reads, but there is one point which I would like to make-
olear, I must reserve discretion to Government as rezards the size and composition
i the committee. The resolution says: ““;That this Council recommends to the

overnment thai a commission of nine members, composed of both official and
non-official menihers of this Council; be appointed to inquire into the grievan-
ces of the tenants of the Province and to report within six months” My
own opinion is that nine members will not be enough and also that we cannot
. . limit the committee to members of this Council because it is absolutely neces-
. gary to have certain experts on the committee, for example, the Director of
Land Records, and perhaps a District Judge also. I therefore think that it
would be & great mistake to limit the composition of the committee in the
manner proposed. '

The Presidemt: I thinkthebest thing would be to request the Hon’ble
Mr. McPherson himself to move an amendiment which the House way be ~
able to acecpt. I understand that the House is in favour of adopting the
resolution asamended by Babu Ambika Prashad Upadhyaya. I would suggest
to the House in order to avoid any waste of time that the Hoa’ble Mr, McPherson

enresenting the Government may himself suggest an amendinent in view
as TEPresciing ich perhaps the House may find little difficu
of his announcement which perhaj ‘may find little difficulty

in accepting. V :
Tge E‘E@n’bﬂe fMr. McPherson: The draft amendment which I

should like to suggest 18 this : , ‘ . :
ne wouds after ¢ {hat’ und read 1nst\cad, a committee be appointed to consider
mit i e words axb= N Tepane et .
the ngclgéfqﬁl‘l ftunendmeuts in the Bengal .lemn y A‘
o . & . Tn other words Mr. McPherson would not have any
The Pre&ﬂ%mx}iw sumber of. H‘en}hers nor in the cll,a1'ac§el' of t;he
limitation® as regards V7 it to the discretion of .the Government to appoint
members, bub would leave » to this Council. - These are the two suggestions
ontsiders who may 1ot belo%h sorh has put forward. ' C
‘which, I understand, M. Mckher



o

abi Ambik# Prashad Upadhyava 1 : on.
the nnger being increased, but I do object to there being an official major ;tv-
- There should be a non-offi¢ial majority.

- 'i"h.é‘ #r._esident,: Order, order. The hon’ble member

the points. The first. point is with regard to the number.

) i mber is.fixed at nine and I understood My
said that nine is perhaps too small a number.

~The Hon'ble My, McPheirgon : It may be or may not. I want
* the right of deciding “the constitution of the committee to be left to Govern-

‘ment. The resolution is simply a recommendation to Government,
of course to have non

We want
-officials on {he committee too, so as to hear thejr views.
‘We do not want to force anything

down people’s throats. Surcly the number
of persons to be included ought, in all cases, to be left to the discretion of .
Overnment, :

is. confusing
Now in the original
. McPherson to have

rests or to tenant interests. -
We also want that {here should be a substantia] non-official majority. If Gov-

ernment accept that—and I think I am expressing the wnanivions wishes

of this Council in saying so—the members vil| be. willing to accept the

amendment moved by the Hon’ble My, McPherson. I belieye that the at-

mosphere will pe - cleared up if the Hon’ble . My, - MecPherson would

-give an assurance on behalf of the Government to that effect. '
The President :

Will the Hon’ble Mr. McPhey
is prepared to give that assurance ? ‘

The Blon’ble Ir.

Son say whether he .
ﬁva,nted. The resolution as

McPherson : I am ready to give the assurance
amended according to my suggestion will req :

that a committee |, ointed to
_ al Tenaney Agf, ¢ Wappnnte :
The resolution &g am

énded by Mr. McPherson was then pit :
and carried. _ yﬂ Sthen pat to the vote

THE BENGAL aND NoRyp

hya.ya. : Sir, T beg leave of the
e following effect v

North-Weetoe . 2Binion of this Council that the isfact

_}\ortibw.estem Railway and. the m;‘zzzvar:i% l;i’ uil:g‘it;?fa?::g;nw‘)rkmg of the Beng’a‘ e
mqun?:d into, specially ungep the fol owing heads ;— °
() Inadequate supply of dtinking
modation for third elass Passenger.
proper arrangements for light iy tra;

and (v) Difficulty of securing wagg

water on the railway sgati s

‘ ton lons, 744) i 0m?
3 Specially in g0, and marrjpeq ) o oojeut gos
88, {iv) Insanitay

harriage seagoy; (s4%) Want of
s, Y and filthy conditiong of the carriages,

) inflict a long 4 ‘ ,
such of the hon’ble memberg g ave had occ;%i :Eet%d: m configent tl.lgug
of the Ganges on the Bengal and ANOI‘th-Western Raily, the o!sher si "
of the hon'ble members, :both officigls ang non-officialy po + Delieve mO;I1
oceasion,—will at once.realize thyj this resolution hag pot been 1? oo 'Suc}} 70
this House a day earlier and I am sure they will all 1gpq it theip lw?lﬁgﬁatﬁggrgéd~-

House, I do not




