QUESTIONS ‘AKD' ANSWERS. 1857

_ (iii) They use British ranks in the same way as the Universi in-
ing Corps. v .mvers1ty Traug
. (iv) They receive the same conveyance -allowance as the Univeréity
Training Corps. '

o (c) No. They are trained on the same lines as the University Training
+Corps. :

THE Parsr PIONEERS.:

850. *Mr, N. M. Dumasia: (¢) Will Government bé pleased to
‘state whether they are aware that Colonel Lavie represented at the time
-of formation of the Parsi Pioneers that the battalion enjoyed the same
rights and privileges as those enjoyed by British territorial regiments? .

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether military authorities
had authorised Colonel Lavie to make such representation as aforesaid?

Mr. E. Burdon: The Government of India have no information and |
are making inquiries the results of which 1 will communicate to the Hon;
-ourable Member.

CoxVERSION OF THE PARsI PIONEERS INTO A TERRITORIAT, BATTALION, ~

851. *Mr. N. M. Dumasia: (e) Will (overnment 'bs . pleased. 1o
‘state whether the military authorities have now decided to convert the
-Parsi Pioneers into an ordinary territorial battalion? 4 L

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether they are aware that
-8uch a decision has caused great discontent and irritation in the Parsi
‘community ? ' L

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether they are aware that the -
Parsi Pioneers have declined to accept that decision on the ground thab -
1t i a breach of promise made to them? ‘ T

Mr. E. Burdon: (a) The conditions on. which the 11th Battalion, 2nd
Bombay Pionecrs, was formed are given in the statement on the table.

e:3 terms were, I may mention, accepted by 8 leading Parsi genﬁleqlgp
olft Bombay, and Government see no reason why these terms should- be
alterpd. o .

The unit was constituted under the Indian Territorial Force Act and,
herefore, already forms one of the uni*s of the Indian Territorial Force.

(b) and (c). Do not arise.

———piniry

8t : nd conditions on which the 11th Battalion, 3nd Bombd
atement showing terms a Pioneers, was formed. ’ y

1. Th technical unit of the Indian Territorial Force be formed in Bombay from
the Pars?tcsmmunity exclusively and recruited under the couditions laid down for tle
ndian Territorial Force generally.
2, T les should provide for the continuous training of this unit on lines
app;oxi:};zt;;i;got;uthose laid down for the University Training Corps.

3. That h training would differ in character from that prescribed for the infantr:
‘branch o? S,isgzdim Territorial Force the Parsi unit should belong to another bmﬂgl{

"4, That the wnit should be designated the Bombay Pioncer Battalion. h :

5. That the unit should bé allowed the same choice as regards uviform as. the
Univetsit,y Tyraining Corps (British). o S

6. That when called out or embodied for training or service it shoald ba given a
Bpecial scale of rations, the British service scale being suitable for this purpose.
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7. That the mnit should be officered by gentlemen of the Parsi community, but that-
in the first instunce European Officers for the post of Commanding Officer and second-
in command should be eligible. .

.+ 8. That a regular officer should be appointed as adjutant.

9, That headquarters shonld be provided by the Government together with all:
clothing, equipment, as in the case of other units.

10. That the unit will be subject to all liabilities as regards service as othér units
of the Indian Territorial Force.

11. That as soon as may be practicable a Cadet Company of the Battalion be-
formed in order to give preliminary training to prospective recruits.

AMALGAMATION OF THE PArsi PioxeErs witH THE TERRITORIAL loRCE.

852. *Mr. N. M. Dumasia: (a) Will Government be pleased to-
state whether an option has been given to the Parsi Pioneers to agree either
. to the disbandment of the Parsi Pioneer battalion or to its amalgamation.
with the Territorial Force such option to be exercised within a month of
the notice?

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether they are aware-
that a large majority of the members of the Parsi Pioneers have decided to-
resign rather than accept conditions, of service that they regard as humiliat-
ing and different from those originally promised?

(¢) Viill Government be pleased to state whether the period of the-
_option will expire on the 10th March?

- (d) Will Government be pleased to state whether the military authori-
ties would see their way to extend further the period within which the
option is to be exercised until the committee proposed by Mr. Venkata-
patiraju has reported upon the steps to improve and expand the Indian
Territorial Force so as to constitute an efficient second line of reserve of
the regular army and to remove racial distinetions? '

Mr. E. Burdon: (a) No option of the kind hag been imposed. As a
result of a meeting held in Bombay on the 17th December 1928, at which:
two prominent members of the Parsi community were present, it was de-
cided that as there appeared to be some misapprehension regardine the-
liabilities of members of the battalions under the Indian 'l‘en?x’torialoForce
Acs, the members should be called upon to complete and i

. e ificate
declaring that they fully understood their linbilities for se vign & certifica
as soldiers of the Indian Territorial Force and that theyr“%icaﬁgs?fgﬁ? ’:E

completing their engagement.
Those members who are not willing to sign the cepti .
o3 certifi -
ed to take their discharge. One month lmg been allowggtiowm beballo‘;n«
which to decide whether they will sign ¢} members

\ 1e certificate or noe.

(b) -The Govemmez.ﬂ: of .Indla have no precise information on the point.
(c) and (d). The time limit given by the local authorities was to expire:
. t a]e:éltlmcfai. El[lfi Excellency the Commander-
5 : no final decision is 1

¥ regarding the future of the battalions. A repo:: lfll:sn l::ezocg(l’l:gkf?)l: l?vcl?llcltﬂ

8 of the Gove : 4
ernment of India will also consider the Sugglgzilggt v‘?lfi gltll?a’ G&]d 1;hedG:};‘
‘ Honourable Member to put forward, namely, that outsta lal: erstan L the
1 relating to the Parsi Battalions should be exam; od b I;h ng c:)mesu%w
which he has mentioned. . *amin y the Commi




