* LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Tvesday, 16tk February, 1921.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of “the Clock.
The Honourable the Prgsident in the Chair.

The Honourable the President: Members desiring to take their seats,
will please advance to the table to take the Oath or Affirmation in the manner

preseribed.
There was no Member present to take the Oath, ~

The “Honourable the President: The next item on the List of
Business is the asking and answering of questions. .

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
CrEariNG OF LETTER BoOXES 1N VILLAGES.

1. Mr. M, K. Reddiyar : (¢) Is Government aware of a general com-
plaint from the village population that the present system of delivering letters
and closing the post boxes is far from satisfactory ; and of a demand as a
remedy that the post boxes should be cleared, at least two howrs after the
delivery of the letters, to facilitate the posting of réplies to the letters
received ? ‘ . . - R

(6) Do Government propose to inquire with a view to make the necessary
changes ? Lo

Mr. C. A. Innes: Where there is a post office in a village, letters are -
delivered as soon as possible after they are received. On the other hand the
time at which letters are despatched from the village is regulated by the hour
of departure of the nearest mail train. B ° - :

In villages where there is no post office but only a letter box, the postman
delivers letters in the village and before leaving it clears the local letter box.:
As he takes sofhe time delivering letters or paying money orders in the village
it is likely that he does find replies, to some of thie letters delivered, in the
letter box when he clears it and, in practice, if requested to do so, he waits for.

~a fow minutes for urgent letters. ' _ ’ R

With the present establishment it is impracticable to require the village
postman to wait two hours at each village and the cost of carrying out the
proposed change would be out of all proportion to the. advantages to .'be ‘
gained by the villagers. , o ‘ ‘

-

[

‘Rares ror TeLEGRAMS AND RaiLway Fares, Evc. ©
2. Mr. B. Venkatapatiraju: Do the Government propose to'reduce af an
early date, (1) the inland telegram rates and (2) fares for tl}ud c}ass passengers

= . : | (19) . : A
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* With regard to the Army, our military services are at present undergoing a process of
reorganization, and, in actual fact, practically all the existing appointments are at present
on a provisional basis. At the point which the scheme for rcorganization has so far
reached, it can only be said that it is proposed to reduce a large number of regimental appoint-
ments, while, on the other hand, it will probably be necessary toicreate permanently certain
new appoiptments, in order to admit of the improvement of the staff and departmental
organization and to provide feér certain new services, such as the Royal Aire Forct amd
Mechanical Transport. Appointments carrying rates of pay in excess of Rs. 500 on the
military side are, apart from appointments on the clerical establishments, almost invariably
filled by officers holding King's Commissions, the main qualification for which is that the
candidate must be a British subject and must have passe successfully through Sandhurst or

Woolwich, Arrangements have been made, sinee the date of the Armistice, to give a certain
number of King’s Commissions to Indian gentlemen.

i Y .
As regards the higher military clerical appointments, 8 number of these are held by
Indians, who have precisely the same opportunities for advancement as Europeans. The
present intention is to make the clerical establishments at Anny Headquarters civilian in
status and to throw open appointments, as far as possible, to Indians who are qualified under
the rules governing recruitment for the Secretariat offices of the Government of India’.
o X

INp1aN EXxcHANGE,

67. Mr, Manmohandas Ramji: (¢) What have been the highest and
lowest points between which the Indian exchange has fluctuated during the
year 1920, and what were the dates on which these points were reached ?

(6) Has it been found possible to maintain and support the rate of 2s.
fixed by the Government ?

v () What steps, if any, are proposed to be taken by the Government to
maintain and support the rate of 2s. fixed by them. ~

(@) Tf it is not possible to maintain and support the rate of 2. fixed by
the Government, will they be prepared to reconsider the recommendations

of the Majority Report of the Committee on which the recommendations of
the Government of India were based ?

The Honourable Mr. W. M, Hailey: o0 ’

(a)Highest rate. . . . . . . 2s. 10%d.

o Calcuttaon 1lth
, February 1920,
‘ Lowest rate . « s v e . . . 1s. 43d.

Calcutta and
Bombay several
days in Deceme
ber 1920.

(2), () and (@). I may refer the Honourable Member to the answer
which I shall shortly be giving to Mr. Garu in a similar question.

i SLAUGHTER OF CATTLE. S ’
68. Mr. Manmohandas Ramji: Will the Government be pleased to
state :—

y . itish India maintained by
(2) The number of slaughter-houses in British Ix '
municipalities, military authorities, private or other agencies, and where they
are located ? - : '
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"(2) The total number of eitle febaaitived, if possibleintes ‘f’“lsrixll:;! the last i}
loes and calves of these) shinghteral ot these slughter-houses du I
quinquennium ?

. " , ities every.
(c) The total quuntity of Leef required by the military -‘"”"'”t'"' i
year?

. . .- < cattle nnd
() How far this demand js met by slaughter of indigenons cattl
far by import from outside ¥

() Whether it is possible to fnerense imports of frozen  me
extent as to replace the slaughter of indigenous cattle ? J .
) . » (s

(/) What restrictions, if ANV, A8 to age, ete, are “”l"'f"‘l in the
different slaughter-houses reganding the shughter of cattle ?

. ey Col!ect.J.
Mr, J, Hullah: Full imformation i< not available, but s berné i

. ; - e pmation
as far as possible. Ay regards the Army in India, the infors
follows :—

. t ¢ Iy

(¢) There are S5 slaughter-houses in India besides " ‘-“r.\'lﬂl:: l':\l eve’y
number of ficld tlaughteries trans-Indus, e m;lwst‘, shwﬁ j
station where Briticl troops are mtioned and l..vsl(]vs‘ | "m fﬁ?
and goats are slaughtered ut a Bairge numnber of speei Al
locally arranged slaughter-houses wherever Indian t_r,],ouses e

them. In g fey large centres municipal rlaughte? (;
used by Army Contractors, e.y., at Bombay, i

. e } 0
(&) No statistics exist showing the number sl:tllghl('l’t‘d "‘Su;h hq»t.o?,g ’
Jears, nor is it possible to classify  these except to g Vlclt g !
buffaloes or buffalo calves are used for ration l"'l.})()})i'tion of bh
bulls and bullocks and sterile cows form & large Pwl?cful drovey,
cattle used for ration purposes.  Fertile cows and us n dl’“?g '

and plough animals are too valuable for milk & et

. . compr
purposes to be sold at the lowy prices paid under ¢
conditiong.

(¢) The quantity re

= ns o
bet quired annually approximates to 7,752 0
ef. ‘

b
except '
€ ed
Saremet by the use of indigenous ci:fi’:"llned’ }oﬂnﬂ]_:«
tl.la.t the mobilization reserve and any surplus of occS No
Jkely to deteriorate, if kept in stock, is turned over 15; mest: o
- 18sues ag necessary to British troops instead of fres or ed

1mported meat, g used as rations. For hospitals; imp

centrates are issued, such ag essence of beef.

(¢} -It is not possible to import, frozen meat without heavy

In oversea countries and o ship and rail freight chd!
" NUmMerous specially byj

all of which would requi

(@) Al requirement,

'w{” ]

gee SP ”’n%ﬂgw" J
gto c 7
(0 e |

% refrigerator vans and € .4 expable £

2 e pal
, . *equire the employment of h?g’h-lyilg 0bwlﬂo
, ’ to erect and maintajp them. Prech meat in Indi® eab v

at the cheapest prices known ; importations OF
involve heavy unnecessary expenditure. abroad.
(/f) No restrictions are imposed,




The Honourable the President : The hour of questions having come toan
12 r end, before we proceed to the next item of business, I'should like to
e draw the attention of Members to the fact that there are 260
questions on the order paper to-day and that weare now, at the end’ of one hour,
at Question 6S.  No doubt this is due partly to the position in which we are;
at the beginning of the Session, with a large accumulation of business awaiting
handling by the Assembly. If, as time goes on, however, the number of
questions remains s great as it is at-present, the Assembly will have to. find
meahs for dealing with them. 1 would remind them that the House of
Commons has found it necessary to lay down the rule, first of all, that questions
remaining unanswered at the end of any given sitting shall be answered not
orally but by printed answers circulated with the votes the following mornidg.
Secondly, 3 Turther restriction has been placed by the House of Commons on
the asking and answering of questions by the imposition of 2 limit of eight
questions, which number, and no more, shall be asked by any one Member at
any given sitting. I am only giving this for the information of the Assembly
to show that, in order to profect the business of the Assembly and in order
that questions may be answered and may not be crowded out by the business
of the Assembly, we may be compelled to issue some such rules as these for our
own use. No rules will be introduced as yet, until we see how business
proceeds. Meanwhile, Members might bear this in mind.

.Rao Bahadur T. Rangachariar : May I say for your information that

in the local Council in Madras we have an interval of half an hour before the

meeting commences, printed answers are laid on the table and if anybody
has any supplementary question to ask, he writes it down and asks the-
question, That saves time. Perhaps that may be a convenient method to
adopt. \

The Honourable the President: I can assure the Honourable Member.
that all means of procedure will be duly considered before any procedure is

adopted under the powers conferred upon the Chair by the Rules and the
Standing Orders. N

I have a Message from His Excellency :

The Message was received by the Assembly, standing.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR
GENERAL.

ORDER.

: S
For the purposes of sub-section (1) of section 674. of the _G"”’f’"””?"’l” tt °Qf
India Act and @ pursnance of Rules 43, 46 and 47 of the I’”zm;"' Leges ;l‘wf
Rules, I, Frederic Jokn Napier, Baron Chelmsford, Lereby appovr, tf efot o
ing days for the presentation to the Legislative Assembly of Ehe 8.t y f'méen o];
the estimated annual ewpenditure and revenué of the Governor General
in Countil (in the said Rules reforred to a8 the, Budget) and for

~



