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The Hon'ble Mr. J. D. SIFTON : I understand that you.

will allow them to be taken up on a non-official day if there is
time left over, ‘

The Hon’ble the PRESIDENT: Yes, provided the
members are given sufficient information.

The Hon’ble Sir GANESH DATTA SINGH: S8ir, the
Patna Administration (Amendment) Bill may be taken up.
"t hat will take very little time.

The Hon’ble the PRESIDENT : ‘What about the Chota
Nagpur Tenancy Bill ?

The Hou’ble Mr. J. D. SIFTON : That Bill will be

dropped for this session. As regards the two supplementary

demands, if there is no time for discussion, they will be dropped -

too.

The Hon’ble the PRESIDENT : Then I order that the

Patna Aministration (Amendrent) Bill may beset down on any'f“"'

of the three non-official days if there is time left after non-official
_ business which must have precedence. Notices about this will

be posted on the notice board and circulated among the members
at once.

The Chota Nagpur Tenancy (Amendment) Bill and the iwo
sapplementary deands which remain undisposed of will uot
be taken up in this scssion. I may inform the hon’ble members
that notices which have been received for any amendments,
or notices of the Leader of the House for presentation of the
report of the select committee snd consideration of the, Bill,
will lapse when the Council will be prorogued. Fresh notices
will be required on behalf of Government as well as on behalf
of hon’ble members who want to move amendments.

RESOLUTIONS.

.API’OIN'I.‘MEN I OF A COMMITTEE TO ENQUIRE INTO THS
GRIEVANCES OF THE PERSONS CONFINED, UNDER THE
CRIMINAL TRIBES ACT IN THE CHAUTARWA SETTLEMENT.

Qazi AHMAD HUSSAIN: S8ir, I beg to move:

This Cruncil recoqlx_gonds to Government to dppoint a committee
consisting of the following non-officials and officiuls o start an immediate
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. enquiry info the grievances and cor ditions of the perrons confined under
"':}:':l‘:gnCrZiminal Tribegs Act, inthe Chaufarws settlement and o submit its
“report by the 81st December, 1928 ;

1. Qazi Ahmad Houssain,

2. Babu Krishna Ballabh Sahay,

. 8. Maulavi Muhammad Abdul Ghani,
#4. Babu Harivans Sahay,
9. Babu Baldeva Sahay,
" 8, Mr. Jimut Bahan Sen, and
_ 7. The District Magistrate of Champaran,
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© Thé Hon'ble Mr. J. D. SIFTON: Sir, Chautarwa seems

about to become a battle ground of conflicting religions, and it is
difficult to understand why it should be.

Notice of this resolution was given before the Council was
*in possession of Mr. Middleton’s report, and I had hoped that
on that report being laid before the Council, this question would
have dropped. Butit has not. The question was raised last

session on a motion of Babu Jagat Narayan Lal in the course

of the budget debates, and was vigorously pursued by members
- belonging to both denominations, both Hindus and Muhammadans,
on the ground that their religion was in danger. 1 gave a promise
then that a responsible officer would enquire int

. o the grievances
alleged for the inmates of that settlement, and that he would

look particularly to the question whether preference was given
to Christians among them. But this promise was nét accepted,

(‘u_.;.
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and the item of expenditure was omitted altogether, and in
consequence Government were forced to restore the expenditure
at least for the current year; but we immediately sent word
to the local officers to hold an enquiry at the Chautarwa settle-
ment and ascertain whether the grievances alleged did actually
exist. The allegations then made were briefly—first, that there
was a definite attempt on the part of the Salvation Army to
Christianise the inmates of the settlement, and that this was
most objectionable, because it was using a Government grant
for the purpose of securing Christian converts from Hindu aod
Muhammadan members of the settlement. The second allegation
was that the Doms were made to attend Christian services
to receive Christian instruction, and that Christian names were
given to them. The third allegation was that the Doms who had
accepted Christianity were given preferential treatment, allowed
greater liberty to go outside the settlement and favoured in the
matter of the cultivation of lands in Ramnagar. The fourth.
allegation was that no facilities were given to Hindu and
Mubammadan Doms to attend services of their own religion

or observe their own religions rites, and the fifth was that = '

the Hindu Doms werc obliged to have their sacred tufts of
hair sacrificed when they came to the settlement. -

The District Magistrate’s reply after personal enquiry has
been published in full in answer to a question. He has shown
that there are of the adults 98 men and 86 women at the
sottloment. Of these 16 men and 2 women are recognized ...
as Christians, i.e., less than 10 per cent. of the sottlement
adults arve Christian. If it is said that the purpose of
the Salvation Army in running Chautarwa was to prose«
Iytise for their own religion, they have met with a complete
failure. If only 10 per cent. of.the population have heen
Christianised I think that small number of Christinns there
shows completely that that allegation is mistaken. The
District Magistrate examined and recorded the statement of five
Muhammadans, two Hindus and two Christians whom he oross- °
examined carefully on the subject of religious observances ; and
they were unanimous in saying that no preference at all was
given to the Christians. The attendance at Sunday’s service at
which moral instruction was given was -entirely voluntary, and
the Christian converts got no advantage over the other inmates
of the settiement. 1In fact one Christian claimed that he had
considerably less freedom than -was given to Hindus and’

3 _ 62 L. C.
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; st -were' iven

ubammadans. ‘He found that Christian Dames were 0% glv :
Endv even Christians were zenerally known by Hindu names,.f ’11311;13
is a little matter but he verified the ‘allegatlon‘.. He also OS .
that: Muhammadans got passes to attend thg I‘nday pra,ytt;f sy
an outside mosque  He also found that it is a mistake s
that the Hindus were made to cut off their sacred tufts oft< s
Thus it appears that the -allegation of preferential 'trga mnd
being given to the Christian converts falls entirely to t.hevgll;mtl .
e only ‘grievance remntely connected with the religion that - "
‘found'was that one Hindu Dom complained that he Was 1]19'
allowed to keep pigs and “therefore that interfered with his
observance  of the Durga Puja. One of the griev anceSIOI:
the other side, put forward by Maulei Abdul Bari, was t ?ad
the Muhammadans con plain that the Hindus were allcwe
o keep pigs. 1t is evident that an original griervnce has
been remedied o d that this is'made » grieva ce by thé Hindus.
Conimissioncr, hag hitself sijce visited the
elievewill tei] youwhat b saw later on to-day.
If the District Magistrate's report is acerpted it is difficnlt

to understand why members-of the ‘Council should continue td
press fur a committee to start i

1650. ing for an enquiry. But,
Sir, . 80 there to «nquiie into 1he grievances

#¥%e may. be quite sure.that the Doms woula appreciate the kind
8pirit.and. vould not

. disappoint them, Lyt they would find plenty
of grieva:.ces invented by-the

Oms’ imagination, and the Council
¢an very well imagine what the resait would be. The Doms, who
are at Present required to i 20 ordered life under rples and
under discipline, do.nut l.ke living in that way and if a committee
of timl;;:llgzms:xacl:l as ;sb.suggestﬁd g0es to that settlement the Doms

nd at op : n i
Jisfavour, oo, 2 ce that ¢.¢ manager has fallen into

Suspected -that .; thori . be
" upheld and thay generally ey canls authority wil) pot

: . R0 Very much ag the
Pleased since the manuger wil he .ypal) y a y
Can we co ceive anythin, g

settlement and to subvert the diseinli . o
easy matter to handle 200. Doms . 9] of 1};]1::] tﬂi{gfm]? L‘;thﬁr
actual or Potential, It isno 628y matter tq handle them even with
the fullest outside:support, These men Jigve no natursl tendency
to live.in an orderly%zagd restrained mapp g, and they would . seize
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the first, opportunity to defy the manager’s authority and
consequently . this resolution if it were put into effect would
make his position absolutely impossible. Now, Sir, this province
and the Tirhut division in particular owes a great deal to the
Salvation Army for their undertaking the charge of the
Chautarwa settlement. They have uccepted the task which
could not be anything but most distasteful to the ordinary wman.
They alone have met wit any, success in the effort of reclaiming
members of criminal tribes and by looking after this settlement
they have freed the resideats of Tirhut from the predatory in-tincts
of the persons:now detained iu the setilement. Are we giing.to
show our gratitude for this work by making their task difficult,
by undermining their authority and rendering the continuance of
the management a practical impossibility ? If we do_so, tney
may very well decide to remove to some other place where their
sacrificing efforts will be better appreciated. And if theirs
influence is removed I am well convinced that no official agency .
can satisfactorily replace the Salvation Army. +he work of
reclaiming the Magahiya Doms will receive a very severe set-
back and then the Doms without doubt wilt revert to their old
criminal habits in large numbers.

I find it difficult to imagine why the members of this
Oouncil have recently and so» suddenly. conceived a tenderness
for the Doms. Anyhow this display of tenderness should not
blind the Council to the fact that:the Dom is still essentially.the
enemy of our social structure and his natural instinct is to prey
upon: the goods.of other people. We may. certainly sympathize:
with him and treat him with cousideration, on the ground that
he is an unfortunate victim of heredity ; but our sympathies
should not go so far as to risk turning him loose again and
releasing him from the reformative discipline which is the only
hope of his improvement. I therefore deprecate strongly any
action which will be subversive to the authority of management.
The griovances alleged last March have been shown not to exist,
any grievances which may have been discovered since I under-_
take will be investigated by the District Magistrate if they are
. brought to notice. It may be said that a committee is a harm-
less thing. I say it is not a harmless thing. *I think I have
shown that it would be a most mischievous thing, to permit tho
disturbance of the Dom communityby sending a committee
of enquiry there and: that tha appointment of this commitiee
would be against public policy.. " ¢ . :

v
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. Rai BRIJRAT KRISHNA : _8ir, I have carefully listened
to the speech of the Leader of the House. He has bestowed even
- high encomiums on the work of the Salvation Army and has
-said that the appointment of this commiitee will mean ungrate-
fulness for the good and beneficent work that they have been
'doing. He went on to say that if the management is taken away
from them the Government agency cannot be substituted to do thﬁ
same kind of work. This indicates that Government is
determined not to take away the management of that settlement
“from the hands of the Salvation Army although in restoring the
dema}nd ot Re. 10,000 it was said that it was being restored in

- Public interest inasmuch as the management of the Salvation
' Army cannot be immediately done away with. That certificate
of His Exc:ellency showed that although the Salvation Army

, dispensed with though not immediately, but the speech
of the Hon’h House gives quite a contrary

¢ » V@ a really impartig] enquiry, an eifort to enquire
Into f;he glievances of thoge people, why did not the Doms d% it ?
right ¥ Cid not and jf the Hon’ble the Leader of the House is

which I and, for the n?atte f i
will be justified in dra,wingf gs t%la:;t’h ovent thasy wie Councl
force, that he went not in i

Hon’ble the Leader of the Housge began wel?u'i,n alﬂ‘s"‘ééﬁ'ﬂﬂt‘g'
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although imaginary. That very statement made by the Hon'ble
the Leader of the House, I sabmit, makes the case for an enquiry
quite strong and I hold that an enquiry is absolutely essential.
In this view of the matter, I give my whole-hearted support to
the motion moved by Qazi Ahmad Hussain, "

Maulavi ABDUL GHANI: G0 ) e (e - )de jive
L_\_f KJ&H d_.\_‘ﬁsu v{../g. Sean) ‘r.’lbls w')ﬁ J.\g}ﬂ wu).)-c._ﬁn]c..; 4
2 C;J” L E= dar ¥ IR ko 1)}3"% Ju J.‘,s‘_xz et »..st 2
wl  utle ymie Stay e Usl e £ J-isf
Tl b B gt sy S Managcr, Salvation Army)
Lpalo gpoa deal 6 Jye Ju i PR ] L‘?)'—‘S,w Sg1ara a.i..‘..fﬁ)_. .
(Mr. A. P, Middleton) U3~ - - e s Gy fume SGE.5 )b
Sl gsla B & L8 (visit) & @delie his bh Sl o
wyean Kl 15 Lo ba e S & d_.}f Sy by 2 palo vn&}i.a
| Tt e
Under Rule XL of the Government Rules under the Criminal Tribes
- Act Munual I hereby empower Maulavi Qazi Abmad Husain and “Manlavi
Mubammud Abdul Ghani, M L.c.8 , to visit the Chautarwa Dom Settiement
on July 28th and 29th, 1928. '
A. P. MIDDLETON,
Destriet Magestrate,
Champaran.
ke - ghy @idie b S e A gl %) ki
B0 ba ) Je e oy 2 b & ooyl 2 Skl lyiyp -
e - b a5 S8 (visit) &y & el lyhe S
N e IS wad oty ol il & g:m\aljoﬂ 55wt et
L wilys £ ehEE ol oy e §1 g A defs s3LT S e
e Y il Tl el PO ERSSCRNNC R I (&
- gio e Wl e 5y elalal £ el St e sleke

€



_is granted.from the inspecting offic.r

]

864 | " Resokvirrons

[Af: Abdol'Gheni] ,  »9

-

ot 3 b domm by e b0 8oL il g i

wpmie K"‘)' ta s Uiyl Ay ba )9))"‘&#”“:”“&“'"}’)‘“:

P i e

(1] .
'T THE VOFFICER.-IN-CHARGE,
| Salvation Army,
Chantz;rwa Dony Settlement.
Dear 8ir, .

. ) i
We have been empowered by the Distcict Magistrate to visi
the settlement for two days, ie., 23th and 20th of July 1928 through

a letter whizh we have duly shown to you. ln this connection we
want the following :—

1. To examine the Doms regarding their religious as well us other
grievances,

2. To see the Register an
engaged.

3. To enquire about their edueation and other religious training.

d other records to show how they are

We hope you will give us facility in the matter and cblige.

Yours truly,
MUHAMMAD ABDUL GHANI.
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eeitlement by per

After visiting the
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Motihari visited the
mission from District Magistrate, Motibari, this duy.
sebtlement they want the following information :
To-examine the Do:ns r
grievances,

egarding. their religion as well ag other
Mo se: the

4
register how are they engaged,

To enquire aboyt 41 ¢ education of thejy ¢

This inspection I cannot
Subdivisional Oificer or the Di

hildren and religion.
allow  without

strict Magisirate,
then I will |

Permis<ion  from the
When the yermission
A¥e no objection,
(8d.) ILLEGIBLE,
Field Major,
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The District Magistratc in his own report admits that

8 to be: a question of funds, I can see no
objection to the appointment of another Maylavi capable of giving both
religious and secular instructions.
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My, J. T. WHITTY : Sir, I wish to oppose the proposal to
appoint a committee to enquire into the grievances and conditions
of the Doms in the Chautarwa settlement, because I am convinced
that it is unnecessary. I am not ina position now to answer all
the points raised by the hon’ble mover opposite, although I am
cortain that if a reference is made to me, I can give him all the
necessary information to his satisfaction. All I wish to state is’
what T myseif saw when I visited the settlement. °

I understand that the reasons for asking for this commitftec
are that some of the members believe that the settlement is
administered unfairly by the Salvation Army authorities in charge
in the intercst of the Christian Doms, that the people in charge
make use of their position to try to convert the Doms to Christi-
anity and that visitors are not allowed an opportuaity of making
an eaquiry into the facts on the spot. I hope I can convince the
members of this House as I have satisfied myself that none of
these reasons really exist. .

I have some special knowledge of the subject as the settie-
ment is in my division. I have discussed its affairs with the Jocal
officials and have visited it myself as recently as the 80th of last
month just after the visit of Qazi Ahmad Hussit and Maulavi
Abdul Ghani. Mr. Middleton, the Collector of Champaran, had
yisited it just before this and the resalt of his enquiry has been
laid on the table. My visit confirmed the conclusions he had
arrived at that the settlement was well administered and

that there was no discrimination in the matter of religion.
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I went round the settlement and talked to anumber of D;ﬁ;]l;

hey had uo grievance in connection with religion. Al o
grievances they had were.in connection with lgmd or money o
a kind which ought to be and had been dealt with by the superi i
tendent. Tt would be absurd to appointa committee to enquir
into the kind of grievances which were brought to my notice.

The superintendent is Mr. Cornelius, he is nof, an Enghslgs
man, & Swede or a Norwegian I think. He impressed 1318 ¢
& very honest straightforward man who was trying todo his du g)'

¢ dssured me that he did not wish to turn the Doms in 1
Professing Ohristians,. He wanted to make them good men ain 1
Wemen to give them g changed heart a broken heart as he cal ‘?1
1t, and make them give up lying, drinking and stealing. He saic
it would be easy to mal. them profess Christianity but it was
very hard to give them g new heart,. .

~ There are certajn undisputed facts that prove to my mind
conclusively that what he says is true, and that there has been no
real attempt o Proselytise. There are aboyt 300 Doms in this
: sett]ement._ The Salvation Army has been in charge since 1913.
Out of thig 300, 25 ape professing Christians,  Can anybody
behevg t.hat if the Superintendent with' his wide powers of con.tl“?l
used his influence to make People like the Doms ~profess Chrisb1-
aatty and showed q § treatment of Qhristian
Doms and others settlement would not

You mugt understand, as g Hon’ ' i
X , n'ble Mr, 8ifton has
explained, theg these Doms are not ordinary respectable - settlers.
Oy area colony of desperate criminals whe think nothing of
comm1ttm§ trl;t::'t and even murdey and are lopkeq On as irreclaim-
able, il or any Organization thaf i illj vote
ltsglf ({zo reforming tllliem gs hoing a very good an‘f l\}ggmdﬁﬁcun
and dangerous wop which deseryeg & ' aoe-
mont o ?san Sive, es all the help ang encourage

1t is only because he i dealing with th:  that
the superintendent ha to bho s ca.rgfuvl1 b this class of mon_tha

in wi isitors
Tt the sty 91 10 hat he "2, ho allows vistor
visited thé settlement wigheq to make a detailed inspection and to
address the Doms ang that as they ouly had permission to visit
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the settlement he did not think he had the authority to allow, this
as it might cause subsequent trouble. There wasno attempt at
concealment and I can assure the hon’ble members that if they
wish information on any particular point, I shall be only tro glad
to see that it is given them, and to give them every facility for
checking the information on the spot, but I think, Sir, every one
must see that in a settlement of this kind everything must be
done under authority and that visitors cannot be allowed to do-
anything likely to upset the confrol of the men on the spot.

The result of a committee visiting the place would certainly
be to upset the Doms, weaken the superintendent’s contrcl and
cause an increase of crime. Iwould ask the members of the
Council to use their common sense in dealing with this resolution,
and not allow their judgment to be clouded Ly an appeal
to racial or religivus intolerance unsupported by facts. There
is no justification for the appointment of a committee. The
settlement is well administered by the Salvation Army who
are doing a very useful work. There is no attempt to conceal

anything about the administration. I ask the members to vote
against the proposed committee.

Babu RAMESVAR PRASHAD DUTT: Sir, I rise to
support the motion moved by my hon’ble friend. The case of
the Chautarwa scttelment has been brought before the® Flouse
soveral times. And this time it is moved to constitute a com-
mittee to enquire into the grievances and conditions of the
Doms confined in the settlement. It is stated that Mr.
Middleton, District Officer of Champaran, has enquired into
the matter and has submitted his report to Government. 8ir, I
know Mr. Middleton well and I know him to be a man of very
sober and disinterested judgment and I have no suspicion against
him. But it is not said whether he met, while he was at
Chautarwa, some gentlemen of the locality who might have
pleaded the case of the confined Doms. I have heard the
Hon’ble Mr. 8ifton very carefully, and Iam sorry to say that
1 have not been convinced by his arguments against the constitu- -
tion of an enquiry committee. Sir, besides all the allegations
agaiust the Salvation Army, I hear of one which should draw the
attention of the House and of Government. Itis said that the

Doms are made to go around at night for theft and it is & very
serious thing, if it is true. o

~

One thing more, Sir. During the last session, when .discuss-

. ing budget on an amendment motion, I said that the attendance
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register of the Chautarwa Doms school is full of Christian naines

but neither the Hon’ble Mr. Sifton nor Mr. Whitty has refuted
my statement.

With these words, Sir, I support the motion and take my seab,

Khan Bahadur SHAH MUHAMMAD YAHYA : Sir, 1n
every country where they form a committee or s commission
which is for the common good of all the people concerned, they
generally have a committee of men of all parties. Kven in the
Bimon Commission, they have got the members of the Conserva-
tive Party, they have got members of the Liberal Party and of
the Labour Party—because they think that this Commission has
been sent out for the purpose of doing good to India in which
men of all parties are equally interested. But her¢ I find that
in this committee which is being formed and proposed, names
have been given of the peopls who beloug to one party only.

That makes me very suspicious that there is something wrong
about it and it might be that they must have formed their
opinion beforehand.

. Mr. JIMUT BAHAN SEN:

Ezmber tosuggest any names he likes
zi Sghib ? -

Khan Babadur SHAH MUHAMMAD YAHYA: I
thought, in the end good sense would prevail and they would
suggest the name of Maulavi Mubarak Al} or any other name of

e other party in place of my friend, Mr. Jimut Bahan Sen.
uf, 1o, it was changed to Baby Baldevs Sahay and therefore
018 makes me more suspicious about it. I think it is no use
'Javing a committee like thag, One thing which must be borne
In mind is that the doms are a criminal tribe, and as a matter
¢t they have no religion. If they are Christians they must
©'80 only in name. Thejr religion is to go out and commit
coities and robleries. Therefore their main object is to have
freedom to earty on their depredations whether it be through
gh my friend Qazi Ahmad
rough me or any body. The only thing is that
! these men certajnly
must be kept in confinement ag long as their mentality is not
changed, or,in the words of Mr. Whitty, as lone as theip heart
1% not changed. Now, 8ir, if my friend wil] 5 poi;t 8 maulavi to
g0 tbere what will he do ? Can my frien assure ,us or this
House that phere will be any reformation on that account ?
Not a bit of it. .

Sir, is it not opeu to the
in addition to thoso done by
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.The Hon’ble the PR-ESIDE{&’T : I understand that the
Council is anxious to terminate this debate as soon as possible.

Khan Bahadur SHAH MUHAMMAD YAHYA : I undere

stand that after this resolution was moved by Babu Jagat Narayan

Lal in the last Council this was to be made a good election dodge
~ for the Mubammadan member who stood against Khan Bahadur
Muhammad Jan, namely, Hafiz M ubhammad Soni, and my friends

joined hands with Babu Jagat Narayan Lal.

The Hon’ble the PRESIDENT: I hope the hon'ble

member will not attribute any motives to the members of the
Council.

Khan Bahadur SHAH MUHAMMAD YAHYA: I anm
speaking of Hafiz Muhammad Soni, the Swarajist candidate who
opposed Khan Bahadur Muhammad Jan, and recently in certain
Urdu rags of Patna many things came out which were absolutely
defamatory to Khan Bahadur Muhammad Jan and he had to
bring a case. What I mean to say is that many dodges have
been played by the Swarajist candidate who was opposing Khan
Babadur Muhammad Jan and therefore my friends have been
taking interest in this matter so that they may be able to secure
votes at the next election.

Babu GUR SAHAY LAL :
motives.

The Hon’ble the PRESIDENT : He is attributin
to & man who is not & member of the Council,

The Hon'ble Mr. J. D. SIFTON: Sir, I gather that the
origin of this resolution is an unfortunate misunderstanding.
Two members of this Council received formal permission from
the District Magistrate of Champaran to visit this settlement for
two days. The Superintendeat evidently misunderstood it for
when they got there they were shown round for a few minutes
- and that was all the facility which they got for seeing what was

going on. I do not think they were well treated and they ocame
away With a considerable feeling of grievance. I have no
desire to withhold inquiries concerning the internal economy of
the settlement. .W_ha.t I have objected to is inything that
would upset the discipline and the authority of the management. -
I am quito prepared to arrange that two members of the Oouneil
should pay a visit with the subdivisional officer, and freely
inquire with him into what is going on and see everything there.

T understand that Mr, Norman will also be willing ‘to accompany

Sir, be is again attributing

g motives
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J
them. This will not have the appearance of a committee of
inquiry and will not do anything that will upset the discipline
of the settlement. But it will give them every opportunity of
seeing all that is going on and making any reasouable inquiries

necessary. I believe, Sir, that this offer will e accepted by the
hon’ble mover of this resolution.

‘ ‘[Intel.jval for lunch.]
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_‘The resolution was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn,
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