THE BIHAR LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES.

B

The 15th March, 1939.

Proceedings of the Bihar Legislative Assembly assembled under tim
provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Patna, on Wednesday,
the 15th March, 1939, at 11.30 am., the Hon’ble the Speaker
Mr. Ramdayalu Sinha, in the Chair.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

ENCOURAGEMENT OF AYURVEDA IN THE PROVINCE.

247, Mr. SUKHLAL SINGH: Will Government be pleased to
state——

a) whether they received a deputation of the representatives of the
Bihar Provincial Vaidya Sammelan in the year 1938 ;

(b) if the answer to clause (¢} be in the affirmative, the requests
that were made by them to the Provincial Government ;

c) the action which they have so far taken or propose to take in
connection with the said requests ?

Mr. BINODANAND JHA : (a) The answer is in the affirmative.
The deputation waited upon the Hon’ble, Minijster, Local Self-Government
in November 1937 and not in 1938.

(b) The requests of the deputationists briefly were :

(1) Creation of a State Faculty of Ayurvedié medicine.

(2) Opening of an indoor hospital for treating patients according to
the Ayurvedic method.

(8) Establishment of a Central Farm for the cultivation of medicinal
herbs.

(4) Establishment of a sufficient number of Ayurvedic dispensaries
by local bodies.

(5) Appointment of .eminent Vaidyas for epidemic duties;” on
railways, in hostels, in insurance companies, etc.

(6) Provision for the training of compounders.
(7) Provision for preparation of Mritasanjivani.
1 658 Legis.
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J7, TAJAMUL HUSAIN : 'Thave no objection. This moans thab *
it will be taken up after 4-30 P.M. to-morrow. , .

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS : Is it admitted, Sir ?

The Hon’hle the SPEAKER : There is no objection so far as I am
concerned, provided that merits of any matter which has come up or will be *
coming up for discussion and decision in any of the cases shall not be
raised. So the bon’ble member has the leave of the House to move the
adjournment. (After a pause.) Yes, he has the leave. -

Mr. TAJAMULHUSAIN : 1 have given you assurance that I will
pot discuss the cases.

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS : No assurance is needed, because it is
not permitted. . i

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes.

e

~._ .
Statement made by the Hon’ble the Speaker. regarding the correspon-
dence between himself and His Excellency the Governor in
connection with the privileges of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Hon’ble members, some comments
recently appeared in the press to show as if His Excellency the Governor
wanted to interfere with the disposal of one of the matters brought out
in the statement made by me in the Assembly on the 7th February
1939. I have been in correspondence with His Excellency the Governor .

“on what formed the subject matter of comments in the pross and I should
like to bring the entire correspondence to the notice of the House so thab
any misapprehension that might have been created may be removed.

On the 8th February 1939, the following letter was received from ..
the Secretary to Governor addressed to the Secretary to the Bihar
Legislature :

o E

“ Will you please let me know for His Excellency’s information what action !
is contemplated on Mr. Yunus’ lotter dated the 25th and three letters, dated the
31st January 1939, to the Deputy Secretary to the Bihar Legislature.

I directed the Secretary to send the following reply to the

- Secret

to the Governor which was accordingly sent :— ary
Mr. Yunus’® letters have given rise to a question of ..

of the Foves as disclosed in the statement made in the A el °f tho privilegas

the Speaker on the 7th February 1939. A copy of the state Y by the Hon'ble

desired, for the information of His Excellency. After the tment 18 enclosed, as

the Hon'ble the Leader of the House (Hon’ble the P 8 atelpqnt was made

motion that the matter brought out in the statement be rime Minister) moved 8 °,

of Privileges for consideration and report, and th referred to 8 Committee

Assembly. The whole matter is, therefore, un d © motion was adopted by the

Cor.mittee. » under the consideration of the said
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I shell be thankful if you pleaso send me, if no objection, for the information
of tho Hon'ble the Speaker the copies 6f the communications regeived by you or
Hi Excellency on this subject. o

Thereupon I reccived the fallowing communication from His
Excellency the Governor :

My dear Mr. Speaker, i
. Certain articles have appeared in the press regarding tho question raised by

Mr. Yunus in the Legislative Assembly about the seats allotted to him and to his
party. Mr. Yunus sent me & copy of the letters which he had written to the
Deputy Seccretary of the Legislative Assembly or of some of them, for my
information.

1. On receipt of these letters, I directed my Secretary to enquire from the

Secretary to Bihar Legislature what action was contemplated on these letters, and
he did so in his letter no. 811.G.S. of 8th February 1939.

2. The articles seem to imply that I was acting unconstitutionallly in thi8
matter and to suggest that at the request of Mr. Yunus I was trying to interfer®
in a matter which did not in any way concern me. I feel sure that you will accept
my assurance that I have never had the least intention of interfering in any way
in the matter. I recognised that, as was stated by the Deputy Secretary to the
Bihar Legislature in his letter to Mr. Yunus no. 626.L.A. of 5th February 1939,
the ques;?on which Mr. Yunus haed raised and sought to discuss by means of
an adjodrnment motion * related primarily to & function of the Hon'ble the
Speaker and concerned a matter of procedure . It did, however, appear to me
to raise the important question as to who should be regarded as holding the
important post of Leader of the Opposition, and I was naturally anxious to know
what decision was arrived at. 1 have not the least doubt that you will recognise
that my request to get early information on & question of this importance was
not unreasonable ; it was also in my view not in any way unconstitutional.
~ 3. I have since received the Secretary’s letter no. 785-L.A., dated the 14th
February 1939, enclosing a copy of the very able and comprehensive statement
which you made to the Assembly on February 7th. I am very grateful to you
for sending it to me. As requested in that letter X am sending you a copy of
the only letter which I have received from Mr. Yunus on the subject. This is
his letter, dated the 31st January 1939, with which he enclosed a copy of the
three letters Which he sent to the Deputy Secretary to f{the Lagislature on the
same date. Of these lettors one is reproduced at pages 11 to 14 of the printed
‘gopy of your statement ; one of the others gave notice of a short notice question
and the other of an adjournment motion.

4. You wijll observe no doubt that Mr. Yunus merely sent me the letters for
information and made no request to me to take action.

5. I am sending a copy of this letter both to Mr. Yunus and the Hon’ble
Prime Ministor. You are at full liberty to communicate it to members of the
Legislature or to give it such publicity as you think fit.

Yours sincerely,
M. G. HALLETT.

In acknowledging this communication from His Excellency the
Governor I wrote to him a letter worded as follows :—

My dear Sir Maurice, °
Very thankfully I received Your Excellency’s lotter no. 250-G.B., dated the
15th February 1939.
Indeed I was surprised at the enquiry made by Mr. Mainwaring about the
action contemplated by me on Mr.tYunus’ letter, dated the 26th and three letters
. dated the 31st Junnarv 1939, to my Deputy Secretary, for it appeared to be inér;

4 | 658 Lagis,
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than & mere enquiry for information whether any change was likely in the
leadership of the opposition. A declaration of the modified relative position of
the:.parties in the Assembly and a change in the composition of the official
opposition would surely have been made without a moment’s delay, as soon as
the change was warranted by variations in the numerical strength of the parties
concerned duly brought to my notice, and if any change of the kind were made,
it would have of course been made known to the Government forthwith. But
a8 one of the letters, dated the 31st January 1939, related to a set of questions
“and another to a proposed adjournment motion to discuss & question which,
«as Your- Excellency has recognised related to the matter of procedure of tho
House and the functions of the Speaker,an enquiry about the contemplated
action on these was, I thought, neither necessary nor warranted. Further, it
was evident that except the question of the leadership of the official opposition,
a question of breach of the privileges of the House might arise on the contents of
" the letters in question sent by Mr. Yunus and as Your Excellency is aware, such
& question appertains to the exclusive jurisdiction of the House. _ I was there-
. fore, naturally at a loss to understand the causes and the full significance of the
query. Any such matter which is within the sole province of the Assembly could
not be permitted to go to the outside public, _person or authority before it was
dealt with by me and the House itself according to its rules and conventions of
procedure. As usual, therefore, and proper in all such cases, my office kept
the thing confidential. I was rather astonished myself to read comments in the
local press about it.- A healthy growth of best perliamentary traditions and
" conventions is & grest desideratum and it would be a great and valued national
and public asset which all concerned should zealously guard and try to foster.
It was for this that I desired to know what actually moved Your Excellency to
make the enquiry. I am, therefore, very thankful to you for your letter under
reply together with its enclosure and have great pleasure in readily accepting
“Your Excellency’s assurance that you never had the least intention of interfering
in any way in the matter. The assurasice has relieved my anxiety and set the
matter at rest.

. As the matter has given rise to some misapprehension, I shall, as suggested,
bring the correspondence that has passed between Your Exc ellency and me to
the notice of the Assembly, preferably on the 15th instant when the House meets
next.

The last letter recoived from His Excellency the Governor is this:—
“ My dear Mr. Speaker, :

I was very glad to receive your letter no. 1023-L.A., dated the 4th March,

1939 regarding the question of privileges, and to know that you fully accept my
assurance that I never had any -inte

; mtion of interfering in the matter. I am
sorry that I did not make my reasons for the request for information clear when
my Secretary’s letter of the 8th Februa

ry 1939 issued.
Yours sincerely,

M. G. HALLETT.
The matter should be treated as closed in view of wha
¢y the Governor has stated that the matter primarily related to g function
of the Speaker and that he never had the least intention of interfering in
any way in it. I have fully accepted the assurance given by His Excel-
lency. ' !

t His Excellen.

Mr. JAMUNA PRASHAD $INHA : Sir, I am v o
to you for placing before the House the entire 00rr65pondvenrgeT§:F ol;l;ggd
between you and His Excellency the Governor, Whey the ttP ey
Peared in the press that Mr. Yunus wrote ¢ His M hodt the

Excellency gbout the

b
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matters referred to and His Excellency sent for certain statements from
you, we were very much surprised as we did not know how far His
Excellency was within his rights to call for such a statement. Sir,’T am
glad that the matter has been settled and we are very much satisfied by
the assurance given by His Excellency that His Excellency had: no
intention to interfere in the matter. But out of this episode a very
important matter has arisen and it is this that Mr. Yunus gave notice of
certain questions and an adjournment motion on the 31st January, 1939,
and sent the same to His Excellency the Governor. By so doing he pub-
lished the question and the adjournment motion before any order was
passed by you about the admissibility or otherwise of that question and
the adjournment motion. This I submit is greatly irregular, it is against
parliamentary practice and conventions. It has been held to be irregular
here in India in all legislatures as well as in Parliament and therefore, my
submission is that this matter may also be referred to the Committee of
Privileges and therefore, Sir, I beg *o move: S
That this action of Mr. Yunus, namely, publication by him of the questions
and the adjournment motion by having forwarded a copy thereof to the Sécretary
to the Governor, may also be referred to the Committee of Privileges, which has
been constituted to consider the conduct of Mr. Yunus in connection - with the
question of the breach of certnin privileges arising out of the statement made by
the Hon’ble the Speaker on the 7th February last, for consideration. T

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS : Sir, in view of the observations
which Mr. Jamuna Prashad Sinha has made that this matter, which is in
_ his opinion an improper matter, should be referred to the Committee of
Privileges, on which he is going to sit as a judge, or if it is to be sent to
a Committee of which he and other persons like him are to be judges,
I think apart from its illegality it will be fruitless to send the matter to
the Committee, as he has already given his decision. If he thinks that
this is a matter which should be referred to the Committec of Privileges,
it is desirable that he should first withdraw from that Committee and he
should have moved that he desired to withdraw from the committee as he
held strong views on this matter. If he has already come to a decision,
" it is no use referring the matter to the Committee on which he is to sit
-as a judge. ’ e

If it is necessary to call upon mes to explain, I shall be very
pleased to do so. One thing more. It did surprise me when
it appeared in the press. I was not aware of whatever correspondence
passed between you and His Excellency the Governor or the Governor’s
Sacretary. You will compare the dates, you will find that it appeared
in the Searchlight before. It is therefore, obvious that either it must
have leaked out on the way or from the office of the Governor or from
the office of the Legislature. These three are the only sources from which
this matter must have leaked out. I did not know of any correspon.
dence before. For the first time I read it in the papers. So, I think
that is a greater publication that might have passed between the Secre.
tary of the Governor and myself. Of course, other matters such as for-
mation of the Privilege Committee are according to the votes of the

House.r
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Mr. JAMUNA PRASHAD SiNHA : In reply to Mr. Yunus' state--
.men& I submit that I am a member of the Committee of Privileges. I am

also a member of this House. I have got my right as a member of the Com-
mittee of Privileges. I have also got my right as a member-of this House.
The point which I raised before is a very simple one. The ppmt is whe-
ther a member can publish a question or adjournment motion before any
order is passed on it. This is a very simple question. My contention is
that a member is not entitled to publish the same before any order
is passed about its admissibility or otherwise.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But that question is not under
discussion now. The question is whether this should be referred to the

Privilege Committee or not. The merits of this matter cannot be discus-
sed now,

"Mr. JAMUNA PRASHAD SINHA: I am not discussing the' qaerits,
Sir, Mr. Yunus said that as a member of the Committee of Privileges,
I had no right to express an opinion on it. ‘

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS : I never said that. I said that he
should have withdrawn from the Committee if he has expressed his
opinion. The question that arises is whether within the meaning gf
the rules when he has once expressed his opinion as a member of this
Houss, he can continue as a member of the Privilege Committee. I think,
he should withdraw from that Committee. He cannot sit on judgment

when he is a Judge and the complainant botk. He cannot have bqt;h the .

rights,

The Hon'ble Mr. SHRI KRISHNA SINHA: Sir, I think my friend
Mr. Yunus, has beon making unnecessary distinctions, Mr. Jamuna Prashad
Sinha as a member of this House has every right to bring 2 motion before
this House that a cortain matler should be. reforied to the Privilege
Committee hecause by that remark Mr. Yunus has infringed the privilege
of this House. Wheon he sits in the meoting of the Privileges Committee,
he sits there as a member of that Committee, there will be discuesions.
There will bo exchange of ideas. It is just possible that Mr. Jamuna
Prashad Sinha may change his, opinion there. Ho will certainly give the
benefit of his opinion to the other members of the Privilege Commitiee.
The other members will be there with their minds open and after the
motion has been discussed, it is possible that other members of the T rivilege
Committee may come to the opinion which Mr. Jamuna Prashad
Sinha holds or Mr. Jamuna Prashad may change his opinion after he has
heard the other members of the Commitice. Because Mr. Jamuna Prashad
Sinha is a member of that Committee, he cannot be debarred on  {hgg
ground from bringing certain facts to the notice of this House which, in his
opinion, amount to infringoment of the privileges of thjs House. 1 think
it is merely a hair-splitting argument in which My, Yunus has induleed
The Privilege Committec will be sitting and ghig matter may ver g'l'
be referred to that Committee. T am afraid Mr. Yunus ,y 4 ?lasxy'
:hat because the lendexz of the House hag aleo ¢xpressed (i?ig 0‘1?111310: eth:lag
o ) N ] o
re, he also canmol sit there. | (14, » 88 2 member of this "Houso!

4
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certainly every member has a right to say that'a particular matter should
be referred to the Privilege Committee. When the Privilege Committee
sits, the members will discuss the matter and come to a decision.
I do not think Mr. Jamuna Prashad Sinha has done any thing wrong
by bringing this motion before this House. I do not think the motion
can be ruled out because he is a member of the Privilege Committee.

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS : I am afraid, the whole thing seems to
have been mis-conceived. The Hon’ble the Prime Ministers also says that
there can be no objection as he hasa right to raise this question. Tt has
been. very rightly pointed out that the matter was not nnder discus-
gion on which he expressed a definite strong opinion. So far as. we' are
concerned, we find that as a matter of practice when on a matter which
is to be decided by a particular judge or a person and that person hasg
already expressed his opinion as fin this particular case, he should
withdraw, if he is a self-respecting Judge. He would himself say
that he would not like to take part in it. This is so far as we bave
been able to know the practice of judicial minded persons. Lo

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

That this action of Mr. Yunus, namely, publication by him of the questions
and the adjournment motion by having forwarded a copy thereof to the Secretary
to the Governor mey also be referred to the Committee of Privileges which has
been constituted to consider the conduct of Mr. Yunus in connection with the

leges arising out of the statement made by

question of the breach of certain privi
Speaker on the 7th February last, for consideration. )

ot

the Hon’ble the

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS: No. )
The motion was adopted. But at this slage Mr. Yunus said -that

he was against the motion and pressed for division.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : All right. T will give you another

chance. |

mr. SAIYID MOHIUDDIN AHMAD: The position of the hon’ble
members who are on the Committee is so awkward. Are they to
remain sitting or aro they free to enter one or the other lobby with others ?

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: That is not for the Chair to say.

Mr. ‘'RAMCHARITRA SINGH: Are we to divide ? Only  one
jndividual has chqllenged.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: 1 prefer to allow it.

The question is
That this action of Mr. Yunus, namely, publication by him of the questions
and the adjournment motion by having forwarded a copy thereof to the Secrotary
to the Governor may also be referred to the Committce of Privileges, which has
been constituted to consider the conduct of Mr. Yunus in_conncotion with the
of certain privilege arising out of the statement made

i of the breach t ¢
b;e::t;:aoglon’ble the Speaker on tho 7th Februory last, for consideration,
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The Assembly then divided as follows:

The Hon’ble Mr. Shri Krishna |

PRIVIT.EGES OF THE HOUSE.

AYES—67.

Sinha.

o
»»

»

”

]

”

Mr, Krishna Ballabh Sahay.

Jagat Narayan Lal
Sarangdhsr Sinha.
Binodanand Jha.
Shivanandan Prasad Mandal.
Jagjivan Ram.

Srimati Kamakhya Devi.

Mr.

2]

”

»

»

”

Vindhyeshvari Prasad Varma.
Jamuna Karjee.

Abdul Bari.

Birendra Bahadur Sinha.
Harikishore Prashad.
Harihar Sinha.

Prabhunath Sinha.
Hargobind Misra.

Pandit Gupteshwar Panday.
Mr. Budhan Rai Verma.

»

Indra Dewan Saran Singh.
Shyam Nandan Sinha.

Pandit Seel Bhadra Yajee.
Mr. Dip Narayan Sinha,

”

»

»

Ramcharitra Singh.
Harivans Sahay.
Vishwanath Singh.

Thakur Ramnandan Sinha,
Mr. Ramashis Thakur.

”
2

’

o d

3

L]

n

o

Biresh Dutta Sinha.
Dwarkanath Tiwari.

Shiveshver Parsad Narayan
Sinha Sharma.

Rameshvar Prasad Sinha,
Gorakh Prashad.
Ganesh Prashad.
Ram Basawan Rabidas,

-8

Mr.
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“

Balgobind Bhagat.
Shivanandan Ram.
Jamuna Prashad Sinha.

Rajeshvar Prashad Narayan
Sinha.

Chctnath Jha.
Rajendra Narayan Chaudhuri.
Suryanandan Thakur,

Brahmadeo Narayan Singh.

Pandit Mewa Lal Jha.

Mr.

”

»

Ramcharan Sinha.

Upendra Mohan Das Gupta.
G. S. Dalmia. -

Sukhlal Singh.

eoki Nandan Prashad.
Kishori Lal Kandu.

Dheer Narayan Chand.
Bhagban Chandra Das.
Hopua Santal,

Charan Murmu,

" Ram Bhagat.

Hafiz Zafar Hasan.

Mr.

n
3
13}
3
»
b} ]
»
b2 ]

2

Ambika Charan Mallik,

Ram Prashad. .
Jugal Kishore Narayan Sinha,
Brijpnandan Sahi.

Keshvar Ram.

Ram Baras Das.

Purna Chandra Mitra,

Khetra Nath Sen Gupta,

Jitu Ram.

Chandreshvay P’rashad Narayan
Sinha.

Pandit Gobindpati Tiwari,

Mr.

Natha Ramn,

0P

4
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Nogs—1.

Mr, Muhammad Yunus. .
The motion was adopted.

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS: Now, in view of certain matters
that we have observed and you may have observed also, 1 beg to move:

That a committee of privilege censisting of—
1. Mr. Ramcharitra Singh,
2. Mr. Jamuna Karjeeo,
3. Mr. Shyamnandan Sinha,
4, Mr. Muhammad Tahir,
5. Lady Anise Imam,
6. Mr. Safiqul Haqq, and
7. the mover,

be appointed to consider the question of the breach of privileges by publication
of the correspondence between His Excellency the Governor's Secretary and the
Secretary of the Legislature.

Mr. KRISHNA BALLABH SAHAY: I do not think this motion
will be admissible. Once the House has considered and arrived at

a decision another decision on the same subject cannot be taken.

Mr. MUHAMMADR YUNUS: Thisisa different matter altogether.
This has arisen by publication in the press.

Mr. KRISHNA BALLABH SAHAY: But the subject matter seems
to be the same.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Let me have the wording of your
motion.
(M. Muhammad Yunus made over a copy of the motion.)

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Mr Yunus’ motion is :

That o Committee consisting of—
1. Mr. Ramcharitra Singh,
2. Pandit Sheel Bhadra Yajee,
3. Mr. Shyamnandan Sinha,
4. Mr. Jamuna Karjeo,
5. Mr. Muhammad Shafiqul Haqq,
6. Mr. Muhammad Tahir,
7. Mr. P. 8. Keelan,
8. Mr. B. W. Haigh,
g. Mr. E, G. Munns,
10. Mr. Muhammad Abdul Majeed, and i
11, Mr. Muhammad Yunus.
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be appointed to consider the question of publication in the press of the correspon-
dence thut passed between the Secretary to His Excelloncy the Governor and

the Secretary to the Legislature and as to what action should be taken on the
same,

The Hon'ble Mr. SHR! KRISHNA SINHA : What is that fact for
which a Committee is sought to be appointed ?

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS : The fact of publication.

The Hon’hle Ry, SHRI KRISHNA SINHA : But what is uhat
publication ? :

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS : That the Governor’s Secretary has
made such and such enquiry from the Hon'ble the Speaker.

The Hon’ble Mr. SHRI KRISKNA SINHA : What is that enquiry ?

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS : The paper is there. I take it that the
Hon'ble the Prime Minister has read iv in the Searchlight

Mr. BINODANAND JHA : But there are vther papers also besideé
the Searchligh'y

|
’

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUMUS : T would refor you to the statement

which you made here about the press and about the publication and it i8
refermd to in His Excellency’s letter vo the Hon'ble the Speaker.

The Hon’bhle Mr. SHRI KRISHN : :
House to agree to his proposal and he hA SNHA |+ Mr. Yunus wants the

: a8 always been speaking of the fact
published. But before the House comes to a decision, thg Housge is entitled
to kr(ni(_)w tWhlil/It t}l;at ‘that’ is. What is the thing referred to which
according to Mr. Yunus snmounts to a breach of privi “

friond, the Prime  Ministen of privilege. He says « my

' must have read it in the papers ” bug h
Mr. Yunus brings forward before the House a motion anpd lw)vantsrs a certsiﬁ

verdict but before Mr. Yunus expects a verdi i
: ¢t on th
_ enlighten the House 88 to what is that o motion, ho must

‘ thing * whi :
to a breach of privilege of this House. ®¢ " Which he thinks amounts

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS : I think, Sir, it wi .
I had no previous knowledge as to whay st;aton::)’n:;b il Do admitted that

in this House. After you read it then I came {:lll{:;‘zo %omg;to make
have referred'm your own statement and Hig Excelle ‘;‘Out; it, Ygu
the letteg which he has sent to you. I you send | ncg' as referred in
date which you bave yourself reforreq iy your State(;: tte papers of that
subxmt,. that the House will - be enlightened, [ haven today, I_would
possession the paper because I did not know th ve not got in my
made today. at this statement will be

o

B
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) ' The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 understand the office has not got
a ‘copy ‘of the paper. , .

v(‘ . -

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS : They don’t get such papers 2 This is
very surprising. Most of the papers are subscribed and laid on the
table. I am also surprised to Jearn that they are not preserved. We see

every day the Searchlight on the table.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : The Deputy Secretary informe me
that the paper is purchased. “It is not available just now. Which date

does ‘the hon’ble member mean ?

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS : The .date on which you made the
statement, Sir. I would like to have copies of the previous correspon-

dence to know what oxactly are the allegations against me.

‘The Hon'ble Mr. SHRI KRISHNA SINHA : Sir, I want to make
myself clear, I do not want the hon’ble member to bring certain paper
and read extracts'from it. My friend wants to bring certain facts to the
potice of the House, because in his opinion those facts amount to a breach
of privilege of the House, he need not read extracts from papers. He need
not quote certain lines from a paper -to make his position clear in the

House. He need only tell the House what has happened which  he thinks

amounts to a breach of the privilege of the House ? Before he expects the
House that such and such

House to consider his motion, he must tell the
thing has appeared in the press which he thinks has resulted in a breach

of privilege of the House. 4

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS : My resolution is to enquire as to how
the letter that came from the Secretary to His Excellency the Governor
to the Secretary to the Legislature, before it was known to any body, was
published in the press. How that letter went into the hands of the press—

whether from the Department of the Bihar Legislature or from some body
else—we are entitled to know. :

The Howble the SPEAKER 1 Has that lotter been publiched {
"Yes, Sir. 1f you will find out the

MMAD YUNUS :
Mr. MUHA d from the Secretary to His Excellency

hich the letter was receive : . ‘
2[1:2& c(’;o;rrlmr, you will find that the very next day it was publxshed_‘ in

the Searchlight. .
. . CHARITRA SINGH : Sir, the question is that befcrs we
to be-appointed. The hon'ble member says that certain correspondenca
appeared in the Press. 1t is quite possible that the Press might have

denco for croating sonsation, The House is

ublished certain corrospen e ‘
nob to appoint. a. Committee to enquire intc such matters. Unless there is

some substance in: the statements which are placfe"d'_ before the House—that
guch - thing has happened and that it, is something for which the House
B 658 Leg
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should at once appoint a. Committee to examine—what can we do ? - The
hon’hle member must place the facts before the House and then the
House will see whether they can appoint a Committee or not. In this

view of the matter,” Sir, 1 would 1equest the House not to accept such
a proposition. : 2 : .

"Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS : Sir, the fact before us is that no

sconer a particular correspondence arrjves in the office of this Assembly,
it sees light. of the day and the press publishes it. Is it not a matter
which unecessitates an enquiry, Sir ? Would you like your office to let out
any correspondence. which passes between you and any other person to be
published without your permission or without your knowledge. Exception is
taken that if any member bas sent in any question, not only he should not
publish it in the press but he should not even talk about it to his friends
or write a letter to anybody else that he has sent such and such questions.
This is a matter which we need not discuss here, but certainly, I may say
that exceptior is taken to such actions on the: part of the members But the
question is that no socner the correspondence comes to your office, it sees
the light of the day and is published in the press the next day. 1 do not
know whether it has leaked out from the office of the Bihar Legislature
or from the office of His Excellency the Governor, but I chink these are
the only two offices from which that information could bave leaked out.

I personally do not think that wo control the office of His Excellency -
the Governor, but so far.as our own office is concerned, we can control-

it and enquire into the mutler. If after enquiry it is found out that our
office is not at fault, certainly it is creditable, but the whole question is

whether it is permissible that this information ought to be permitted by -

our own office to go to the. Press.

Mr. BINODANAND JHA : Sir, the last sentence of Mr. Yunus'.
proposal, I think, defeats his purpose in reforring the matter to the.

Privilege Committee. His allegation is that certain correspondence
between the Hou’ble the Speaker and His Excellency the Governor was

published in the Press and his further allegation is that the publication

was made just on the day following the day on which the correspondence
was made and in order to satisfy the House and in order to substantiate
the charge, he has got to establish that the correspondence was published
only on the day following that on which it was received in the office oe
the Hon'ble the Speaker. This is the first thing. I, therefore, put
a straight question to the hon’ble mémber, whether he had the article of
the paper in his poasession in order to prove this definite allegation that
this correspondence was published just the following day on which it was
received in the Assewbly office. In the absence of that proof, it is not
possible for the House to accept the statement with certainty. ,Sccondl

accepting for arguments sake that the correspondence was published 3’1;
the day following the day on which it was received in the office of the
Bibar Legislature, and accepting ‘also his enntention that there might be
lapses made by the Assembly office either in abetting the publicm;iong or in
failing to safeguard the confidentinl character of the correspodence, 1
submit, ﬂ-’?t“m the matter that is rajsed is a proper one to be ponsiden’egl

°

W AY
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as a breach of the privilege of the House Mr. Yunus’ contention, although ‘
- it may be very important from public point of view, canbot become worthy
of being referring to a Committee of -Privilege So.far as the qlestion
of privileges is concerned, there is no rule in the Assembly Manual Book,
because the guestion of privileges is associated with the very existence of
the House and as such it precedes all other business for ‘which the House
is summoned and, thérefore, thore is o rule to guide or to regulate the
course of debate in thé Housé on the roceipt of motion for referring the: -
matter to the Privilege Committce. Mr. Yunis contention may be veryim-
ortant ; the Housé might want to enquire into the leakage of the correspon.-
dence and the House might assess the guilt on thé Assembly office or on any
other office of the Department of Government in this matter, but I submit
that this is not the reason for referring the matter to the Commibtee of
Privilege; because it is not established beyond doubt that the publication.
of the nature complained of is 2 breach of privileges’ of tha House. Wae
have referred certain things in connection with the privileges of the House
to & Committee for enquiry and.all those things appertain to the conduct
of a particular member of this House. But whether the publication of the
correspondence of the type which Mr. Yunus alleges is a breach of the
privileges of the House, I am doubtful.- Mr. Yunus can seek the verdict of
the House only on a regular motion which is given notico of under the
rules of the house. His present motion is not admissible. I submit

Sir, that however important the subject matter may be, it is beyond the
jurisdiction of the House on a motion of privileges. - i

Mr. Yunus would be free to give a notice. of a special motion to
enquire into the matter. He would be‘free to raise this question by au
appropriate cut in the demands that are put bofore the House, but I
submit that it will be sheer wasto of time of the ‘House and it will be

nd letter of the - provisions -which are to .govern the

against. the spirit a ; .
financial business of the Assembly if such motions are. allowed to be dis-
cussed simply because one hon'ble member wants to have-it discussed on

the floor of the House and that too on a day on which only financial busi.
ness should have precedence. I oppose the motion firstly because he has
not given notice of it, sacondly, he has not acqqaint@d the House with the
date on. which the publication was made and thirdly because it was not
known if the publication of such correspondence construed a breach of

privileges of the House.

AD 8H Al“-‘l : Sir, I do not want to speak ina spirit
i in. but certainly people should be cautious to sce what is

gi .P“t;;gzzaih,:l:;’his House so that we may not bea laughing stock to the
eing cortain correspondence passed between the

estion is that n
world. The qu ker and the Secretary to the Governor. - Ag

Hor’ble the Spea "
?g?:vgg Heow without the permission of tho Hon'blo the Spesker the

oo saw the light of the day in & particular paper. -The ques.
:i‘:)r;efsps;]hether Government, the . Hon’ble the Speaker -or: whether the

bers sitting on that gide or on this side of the House think .it. proper
':?,:r:;lsu:h couegspondeﬂ% should have been  sent to the pross without the
toemasion of the Hou'ble the Sponker, particularly when Ehat, matter

Mr. MUHAMM
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"velated to the proceedings of a matter which- was idiscus.se‘d in this_ 1.10\1790
- ind which this House was pleased to refer to a Committee of Pn_vxleges-
I thifk hon'ble meimbers will agree with me that in this House they
oughit ‘to be zealous to see, whoever may be the guilty man, that this sorb
‘of thing 'does not happen, especially in respect of a ‘matter wh;ch con-
<torns this House and the Hon'ble the Speaker. Therefore, I thought
that from the side of Government there will be anxiety rather to see that
¢ this mattér is properly and thoroughly discussed by the hon’ble members
of this House. 1t was really a matter of surprise for me to see that
instéad of getting the whole watter thrashed out by the members -of this
House, ‘attémpté are beéing made that a thorough enquiry should not be
made in respect of such matters. which concern the hon’ble members of t(he
House and the Hon’ble the Speaker. ] : ‘ i

Ms. SAIYID MOHIUDDIN AHMAD: Ona point of information,
Sir. Noone bas disputes the fact that there has been a leakage of the
correspondence and it is common ground that the- leakage was repre-
hensible. The solitary question, which the House has to determine is

whether the leakage occurred in the office of the Hon’ble the Speaker
or in the office of the Governor. )

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Or other persons who may be knowing
it,

Mr. SAIYID MOHIUDDIN AHMAD: Let us assume that thif
leakage occurred in the office of the Hon'ble the Speaker...........

(Interruptions by Mr. Muhammad Shafi.)

I want to understand the position ; I am not going to make a speech,
Assuming that this secret leaked out from the office of the Secretary... ..

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: From the office of the Speaker.

Mr. SAIYID MOHIUDDIN AHMAD: Ifit got a broad from the
office of the Secretary to the Governor, we cannot obviously take him to
task. But assuming that the leakage occurred in the office of the
Hon'ble the Speaker, then whois the proper authority to institute an
enquiry in the first instance ? It is obviously the Hon'ble the Speaker
himgelf. He must be requested to find vnt whether it was in his office
that the leakage occurred and if he finds that somebody in his office
gave away the secret, he would undoubtedly punish him. If hé does not,
then we would consider the question as to what action should be taken

against the offender. No question of appointing & committee there-
fore arises at this stage. ’

Mr. MUHAMMAD SHAFI: S8ir, if you consider that it - is a matter
«of great importance, then the questionis as Mr. 'Mohjuddin has ssid
whether the leakege ‘Wwas from the offize of the Hon'ble the Speaker and

whether he is not the proper person to look into the matter. I subinit
“hat it is a matter in which the Hon'ble he Speaker in one way or- the
other is involved. v 1B

-3

-
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. The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Order, urder. The hon’ble
.is not entitled to cast any reflection on the Chair. It is comple:gfyn?:z:
a

.of order.

Mr. MUHAMMAD SHAFI: 1 beg your pardon, Sir. It is .

w']nch is very delicate and would requgre t.(I)) bo delicately ha:df:g::;
" him. Therefore, it would be helping him if we -ask the House that-as
the matter it very delicate and ab the same time vary important,, i%
should be gone int, by the hon’ble members of this House. I :hougixt
that the hon’ble mover of this motion is rather helping the Hon'ble the
Speaker in his difficult task. My submission would be that perhaps
the House wiil be serving & groat purpuse by accepting the motion.and
pnot throwing it out 28 unfortunately it may mean or it may be wrongly
understood by persons involved in this affair that such matters are not
seriously dealt with by hon'ble members of this House. They may
misunderstand it and therefore it should be the anxiety of the honble
members to help the Hon'ble the Speaker ‘n this matter. I think if the
enquiry is directed and centralised only on the point whether the leakage
was from the office of the Hon’ble the Speaker, there will be no difficalty

in_ finding out the real truth in onme way or the other. 1f there has
been no leakage, certainly the matter will be disposed of, bub if there
House will be doing a thing which would

has been a leakage, then this
be desirable at any ©ost. Unfortunately now-a-days matters go to the

press when .they ough¢ not to have gone there. Therefore, I submit
that we-ought to be rather zealous to see that a resolution or & motion
of this nature should be accepted by the -hon’ble members of this House
_and there ghould be no opposition from the side ot Government.

SHRI KRISHNA SINHA: Sir, I was ‘anxious-to

the facts because of which he wanted to bring
Now I have heard Mr. Yunus. If I have rightly
think he wantsa committee to enquire into the
ce between you and the Governor's office.

Now, Sir, a motion can be brought before this House only according to
the procedure laid down in these Legislative Assemjbly Rulgs. Thesc
template three gorts of motions. The first is an adjournment
i . can be brought up 80y moment  Another 18 a motion to

remove the Hon'ble the Speaker from his exalted office. Then there is

the third class of genera .
A member Who wishes

been: laid down.
has to give notice iu writing to the Secretary a few days
on which the motion can be taken up- '

with the consent of

* " The Speaker maY, ]
the department concorned, allow 8 rosolution t0

notice.

Then there is a fourth kind of motiol ' . ]
~the apngnbmelnt of a commitied of privileges to consider certain actions
~which amount-to a breach of the privileges © the House. f ']Il.‘he grocedm;f
regarding that is governed by conventions which are followe all over

" ‘The Hon'ble Mr.
know trom Mr. Yunus
forward this motion.

understood hin,
Jeakage of certain corresponden

the Minister in charge of
pe taken up at a shorteg

o and that is 8 motion regarding

-
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" the world and this procedure is set forth in May’s Parliamentary Practice.
XNow, Sir, before we accept the motion put forward by Mr. Yunus, we
shall have to decide under which category this wotion falls. The
privileges of the House are very sacred and therefore legislatures all over
the world take particular care to see that their privileges are not inter-
fored with. The maintenance of the dignity of the Chair is one of those
privileges which every legislature in the world holds dear. Thers are

other privileges of the members of the House which also have to be

~ safeguarded. ’

Now I do not think the matter covered by the motion which my
friend Mr. Yunus has brought forward amounts to a breach of the
privileges of this House. There was certain ' correspondence which
passéd between your Secretary and the Governor's office and there was

_ leakage of that correspondence. It is something which requires looking

into and 1 hope you who have got the office under you, will certainly
make every effort tosee if there has been leakage from your office.
But, 8ir; I do not think it can be contended that the publication of
a news that there has been a correspondence, amounts to a breach of the
privileges of this House. 1f not, then certainly we shall have to sce
under what rule this motion comes. I do not minimise the gravity of
the matter. But, Sir, a motion not relating to the breach of the privi-
leges of the House but relating to something elsé must come under one
of the rules which govern the bringing forward of such motions before
the House. It is not an adjournment meotion, it is not a motion to
remove the Hon'ble the Speaker from his office and therefore this motion
can come only under rule 100 of the Legislative Assembly Rules and -
according to that rule a notice must be given a few days in advance.
Certainly, this rule laying down a period of notice can be waived by
you with the consent of the Minister in charge of the department to
y\'hich that resolution relates. So, Sir, my friend Mr. Yunus' motion
18 not in order. He cannot bring forward this resolution at this hour.
He has simply drafted a resolution and put it before you : we had no
notice of the resolution, the procedure laid down for such resolutions

has not been complied with and I do not think Mr. Yunus can bring

forward this motion in this way. If he wants to bring forward this

motiox_z he has to follow the rules and when it comes, then we shall gee
what is to be done. But I think this motion is completely out of order.

'‘Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS: 1 will only submit one word that

it is not mecessary for us to quibble into these questions as to whether
it is to be treated as an adjournment motion. . , testeicereras *

. Mr. BINODANAND JHA: Sir, under the rules after the Leader
“of the Houge has spoken the question should be put. ‘

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: 1 think this is his last reply.

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS: Mine will not  be the last till the

Hon'ble the Leader of the House has re 1i 1 thi ~of the
moﬁioncl have a right to reply. plied. I think as o mozer ° 3.

n
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The Hon’ble Mr. SHRI KRISHNA SINHA: I never replied. I
wanted certain information from my friend Mr. Yunus. S

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS: If that is so, then there is nv zecond
- apeech about which objection has been taken. ) :

oo

" The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Mr. Yunus may proceed.

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS: Sir, I was saying that it is not neces-
sary to quibble into those questions as to whether it is 2 motion on the
breach of the privileges of this House or it is an adjournment motion.
The Hon’ble the Prime Minister has himself stated that it could be taken
up if you are pleased to waive the timé limit provided the Minister in
charge of the department concerned agrees. I take him at his words: If
he thinks that he had not had sufficient time, let him say that it may be
taken up tomorrow or day aiter tomorrow. The responsibility is joint and
when' the Hcn'ble the Prime Minister epeaks, he speaks for all the

Ministers

The Hon’ble Mr. SHRI KRISHNA SINHA: Am I entitled to a
reply, Sir My friend has said that I am quibbling. For any legisluture
consisting of more than hundred mewbers, rules are the cssence of the
thing. If any member cap spring up from his seat any moment and can
bring forward any motion, there will be no end of such motions. For
properly conducting the delibeiations of such Assemblies, observance of
rules is necessary and certain 1ules have been lmd down for conducting
the procedure and debates in this Assembly. These ewbody the wisdom
of those people who were entrusted with the work of laying down such
rules. If a certain motion does nob come under those rules then 1 object
it cannot be said that I am quibbling. I simply want to stop Mr. Yunus
from going off the track. If onco these rules are departed from, we cannot
conduct the proceedings of this House In an qrderly manner. On the day
fixed for the discussion of budget motion, it 18 only a motien resarding
the breach of the privileges of the House, Yvhxch can have prece.denc:'z over
every other motion, which can be brought in. A resolution which did 1103
concern the breach of the privileges of tho House, could nob be disctul:;se
today which was set apart for the discussion of bud.get motu;]ns. o ere-
fore say, Sir, that it is not 2 question ouly of a motion hroug tbw1 d_()u:al ang
notice. . This motion should not have been allowed to be discussed

today.

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS: You have alrcidy ruled that the,
rules are intended to facilitate the busines® of the House. o
The Hon’ble Mr. SHRI KRISHNA SINHA: And so they can be
amended at any time. ‘
- ‘ KER: 1 have also to say something in this,

The Haon’ble (ke SPEA the sene of the House with Jespect

meter bt 1 shall do so after knowine
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to this motion, that a Committee consisting of the names’ which T haye ]
already read out be appointed to consider the question ‘ of - publication in
the prdss, of the correspondence. :

The Hon’hle Mr. SHRI KRISHNA SINHA: May I know whether,
_this is in order ? )

. The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: 1 waut to krow the sense of the
Houre ﬁrst: S '

-

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS: My submission is whether it would
be in order to know the sense of the House. - :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The: Chair is entitled to have the -
assistance of the House and the Chair has been assisted already by hon'ble,
members who have had their say.; and for obvious ressons in the peculiar
circumstances of the case, I should prefer just tostate my views after I

have taken the sense of the House. I do not wanty to impose my views; Qp:
the members. : . .

Mr. RAMCHARITRA SINGH: - Is-it that the Chair wants to- know
whether the motion is in order or not ? . If it is decided by the GChair
whetber the motion is in order or not: we shall be in a position to know
whether amendments can be moved or not. : .

Mr: SAIYID MOHIUDDIN AHMAD: Under the rules, perhaps, it
is necessary that before a member is proposed to work upon a Committee,

his consent must be taken. So, I want to know whether the consent of
the members was taken before the motion was moved.

The Hon'ble the S_PEAKEﬁ: That is for Mr. Yunus to say.

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS: One poiat has been raised. ; Let that
be decided first. Unless that point is disposed of, it is open to onme to
withdraw or mcve amendments when they come for discussion.. There
was no time for consent being taken. I presume they would consent.
Those who do not comsent can very well go out. B

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Yes, I wanted to have the view of

.the House on the merits of the matter but it appears that hon’ble.
raembers think that I should give the ruling whother i is in order o no(;'
Is not this the sense of the House ? .

a - s

Mr. A. M. HAYMAN: I shall have my say later, Sir.

s, The Homhle  the ISPkE'AKm: As has
r. Ahmad, the possible leakage night have been ¢

. Bources, namely, the office of the Governer, :the :&céoff?ﬁe‘)f Z,,}?:egﬁe

or other persons who might be knowing the. ﬁhiﬂg. As he éonten-@g

been contended . hy.

0O
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so far as the office of the Governor or other persons—outsiders, press
correspondents or others—are concerned, this House has got no jurisdic-
tion.” Then we have to deal only with the thing confining our a¥bdntion
to the possible question whether the leakage took, place from the Assembly
office, and I think that has been the point of Mr. Yunus and Mr. Shafi.
Therefore, I think, it is & vory serious matter which ought to be properly
enquired into. * - o :
Me. MUHAMMAD YUNUS: The other persons may have
come to know from thé two sources only.

" The Hon'ble -Mr. SHRI KRISHNA SINHA: There may bo a third -
party also. _ -

Mr. MUHAMMAD .YUNUS:‘ The publication was made l;efore any
information about it was received by anybody else. -

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: There are so many  possibilities.
We are not concerned with them.: We ‘need not gointo them. The
point here is whether the’ question of the conduct of the Assembly office
in this matter, if it was involved .at all, should as proposed, be enguired
into, . I for one, on the merit, will say at onceé ‘that the matter is so
giave and so important that it has to be enquired into forthwith, As
a matter of fact, as I stated in my letter to His Excellency the Governor .
~ when Iread the comments in ‘the press, I was most astonished how

' possibly the thing could “have-got out, and, therefore, I at onck enquired
into the matter so far as my office was concerned and satisfied myself
aftor onquiring about the letter 'in question — and it was the case of
only one letter—I satisfied- myself - that there had been no leakage
from ‘my office. I shall be very very grateful to Mr. Yunus, Mr. Shafi
and other hon’ble members if . they bring to 'my notice any information
they possess about it. I shall make a very cateful investigation in the
matter, may be, with the help of the hon’ble members who will supply the
information. I shall welcome it most. s :

(Several members wahted to speak at this stage.) -. - -

The hon’ble members will have chances to speak to their hearts'
content after I have spoken. If any hon'ble member has got in his
possession auy information that my office or any person connected with

offico was tesponsible for'the leakage of this information, I shall
very gratefully take him into my fullest confidence and shall investigate
into the matter with his help—active help and co-operation. ,

But there is another aspect of the matter.  Now, matters of
rivilege which are ever to come up before the Legislature have to be
Biewed from certain fixed stand-points, and have to refer to certain

persons. '

Now, certainly if a

aay outeider commits any
6

o

member commits any breach of privilege or if
‘breach of privilege, there is another procedure

658 Legis
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to be adopted. If it is a newspaper or.any news-agency, tl}e House may
take,such steps against it as may be permissible for it. Similarly, in- the
case §i*a member. But here if'the charges are found to be correct, it 18
the-case of the ofice. Now, the office need not be dealt with by the
House itself direct. The House has placed one person in charge of the
office by virtue of the position that it has given to that individual, namely
the piesiding officer of the Assembly, and, therefore, if there 1s any
dereliction on the part of the. office, that officer is in duty bound—and it
is his sacred duty-—to look most carefully into the matter; and so far as
I am concerned, personally, I consider: the thing very-very important.
If it is proved that my office is responsible, I shall take the strongest
steps to have the man really at.fault removed after giving.him proper
chance of explanation. )

It is  very important matter but as Mr. Ahmad contended it is nob
for the members to investigate into: it. If the Assembly desire to investi-
gate, it is the inherent. right of the memoers to appoint a Committee to-
investigate into the matter and report for their action. But here in this
case there is a person appointed by the Assembly: to look into such matters
and they have given him. perhaps the final word on the subject, so far as.
the administration of the office- is concerned. Now, from the remark of
one hon’ble mémber, it might possibly be-inferred: that the intention was
to implicate the presiding. officer also in the sense that some hon'bls

members may think that it was doce by the Speaker or with his consene
or connivance:

Mr. ABDUL JALIL : Wedo not doubt anything at. all against the
Hon'ble the Speaker.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Thank you.

_ If, however, there be any such doubt, it will not be permissible.t0

discuss that here directly or indirectly. If the conduct of the presiding
oﬂicg_r be questioned, of course there is a remedy forit. A straight
motion' for censure may be brought and if and whon there is an
occasion for it, I for one shall be right glad to welcome it. But 80
long as.you do ‘not send away the person who has been entrusted with
the work of the administration of the office as its administrative head,
1 think you have to do the enquiry through him.and if you propose to
do anything elss, it is' an' indirect reflection on the position of the man
whom you have put in. charge of the work.

It was only in this view of the matter that I asked the hon’ble

member Mr. Shafi. not to proceed. with his remark in that lin ‘

eml of to pro : e. Therefore

z;e‘::xdng the matter in-this light, there is no doubt that this motion;B 011"5
er, :

oﬂice’gh MUHAMMAD YUNUS. » Have 1said even o word about the

" The Homble the SPEAKER ; '
in general terms bhuat if yoix aa;lf( gy?u-' dYour “peech was sbout the offico

id' not -make-the slightest supgestiod
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about the head of the office, there is . nothing to be said. It means then
that you agree with me that the conduct of the Chair is not open to
discussion on this motion and thus it is élearly out of order. i

1 ‘again emphasise that if :any hon’ble member be in possession of any
information that my office or any person in the office has been connected
with this matter of leakage, 1 shall be very glad to have the information
fully investigated with his co-operation and belp.

o

— ——

Assent to Bills.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Deputy Secretary will now make
an announcement. i

Deputy Secretary of the Assembly : Sir, His Excellency the
Governor has, under gection 75 of the Government of India Act, 1935,
been pleased to assent in His Majesty’s name to the following Bills which
were passed by both Chambers of the Bihar Legislature during the. current

session :—
1. The Bihar General Clauses (Amendment,) Bill, 1938;

9. The Cess (Bihar Amendment) Bill, 1939 ;
3. The Bihar Agricultural Income-tax (Amendment) Bill, 1939 ;

4. The Bibar (Bibar and Orissa Public Safety) Repealing Bill
1939 ; and
5. The Bihar (Bihar and Orissa Mica) Repealing Bill, 1539,

————————

Time-limit for discussion on cut-motions.
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : 1 may inform the hon’ble members

that the total time available for the discussion of all the cut motions may
normally be about forty hours, but there are exceptional circumstances
which do snatch away much time as is the experience of to-day. Therefore,
we have got to take it (time available) ab gomething less. Now, there
:cos of 814 cut motions 80 far as the hon’ble members
have seen. Now, if the time available be evenly distributed over all the
motions then it will mean about 2 minutes and a balf to a motion. The
hon’ble memwbers .will at once see that it would be an absurdity. to think
of discussing a cub motion in anything like 2 to 3 minutes. On the very
face of the thing all.the cut motions cannot possibly be discussed. There-
fore, as I said on previous occasions also, 1 would again request the hontble
members to put their heads together as also the hon'ble leaders of the
parties, and choose the cut motions which they consider most important to
be discussed and take up only those. Of course, it is for the hon’ble

menibers and parties and groups:to act up to it if they so like,
° [Interoal for-lunch.]
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