[16th March, 1927]

. " The Hou'ble the PR&SIDENT : ~The hon’ble member's
proposition is not in order at this stage. The only thing the
hon’ble member can do is that if a demand is moved he can
agk the permission of the Chair to move to adjourn the discus-
sion to a future date, and if the Cbair allows to move that
motion he can move it.

o _ CIVIL WORKS (TRANSFERRED),
ACQUISITION OF BADSHAHIGANJ BASTI, ETC.
Mr. H.A. GUBBAY : Sir,'I beg to move :

That the Couneil do assent to a supplewmentary grant of Rs. 1,688,000 to
defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year
ending the 3lst day of March, 1927, in respect of ivil Works (Tr.nsferred).

This appropriation has the recommendation of His Excellenoyﬁ"‘-

the Governor. |
Sir, the schedule gives all the details.

" ° The Hon’ble the PRESIDENT : The question is :

That the Council do assent to a supplementary grant of Bs. 1,868,000 to
defray 1he charges which will come in course of payment during the year
ending the 31st day of March, 1927, in respect of Civil Works ('Traneferred).

The mofion was adopted.

«TT——

SUPERANNUATION ALLOWANCES AND PEN: IONS.
Mr. P. C. TALLENTS : Sir, I rise to move :

'{i‘hat the Council duv assent to a supplementary grant of Rs. 72,84,5{0
defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year
ending the 31st day of Mareh, 1927, in respect of Superannuation Aliowanoes

[ 2]

and Pensions.
This appropriation has the recommendation of His
Excellency thg.Go)vernor.
Sir, tbe necessity of this grant has been explained in the
rinted schedule. appended. There are just two points in it
'WI;)Vhich T should like to emphasise. The first is tliatithe excess

. od for superannuation allowances is required for voted
FEqUiry blg in India ; and the second is that the-other part
of the excess; which ig required for the payment of the commuted

ensionS, Pa‘ya
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payment will then cease. But meanwhile the estimated’cost of

- -charges in respect of pensions this year has increased. You can

never make sure how many pensions—how many Government
pfficers—are going to retire, or how many of them when they do
retire are coming up for commutation of their pension. As
a result of the Reforms the pensions are now a provincial
charge and not a central charge borne by the Imperial Govern-
ment. -The liability was formerly theirs, but to-day that liability

®is’ours, perhaps as part of the first step on the road of pravincial
autonomy. This is the position.

Babu DEVAKI PRASHAD SINHA: Sir, I shall be
very. short on this motion. [ quite realise that it was impossible
for the Government to foresce this excess expenditure, but, Sir,

~our opposition fo this motion is not baced upon any condemna-
tion of the action of Goverrment in coming with a supple-
mentary demand. Tt is based upon the fact that they have
adopted a priociple which will always necessitate their coming
up with a supplementary demand. They have adcpted
‘& jprinciple which has introduced uncertainty in our financial
affairs. The principle of commuling pensions is such that it
-would always put the Government into trouble. I quite agree
with the Hon’ble Leader of the House when he says that it is
impossible for the Government to foresee how mauny officers
would like to commute their pensions. But if it goes on for
a few years more, he will see that, the vast majority of the
officets would like to commmute. If you offer them such sn
advantage, and it is natural that they would make use of it.
By adopting this principle of giving officers pensions at the
commuted rate you are giving them the combined benefit of the
pension system as well as of the provident fund system. I, -Sir,
have always advocated that our officers, to whatever rank and
grade or scrvice they may belong, should be given the benefit of
provident fund. But, in this country the provident fund system
i§" not as popular as it is becoming elsewhere, and, if you
jntrodude the principle of the provident fund into the principle
of giving officers superannuation pension, you will naturally be
lodged into difficalty. Sir, we realise that by voting ou this
demand we will not be acting in a reasonable manner, “but, Sir,
wa are not expected to be reasonable when any step is taken by
Government without having the least regard for-the feeling of
those who are to "bear the bm:den of extra expenditure. - You -
" have chosen to be unreasonable in the beginning and yeu cannot
~yery well blame us if we are unreasohable .now, Far thego
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s I support the opposition to this motion, we want Govern-
m%ni?o‘{)::v%ge for sug)l? expenditure by certification or ottlllff:
extraordinary powers which they possess, we p}'Cle‘. that {11
grant should "be sanctioned on the sole responsibility of t)‘i(

.7» beaureaucratic Government rather than be sanctioned by electe

representatives of the people. Tor these reasong I join hands
with the hon’ble member in opposing the motion,

Babu GUR SAHAY LAL: Sir, I do appreciate that _
Goveroment have been put into a position so as to place these
supplementary demands at this stage because more ' app}m&hons
for commutation of pensions were filed. I do appreciate that
Government had no option but to present this supplementary
demand ; but certainly it is the sheer fault of the Government to
bring this matter towards the close of the year. My second ground, .
which has just been urged, is that, when you have alopted
s wrong policy, we are Teaping the consequence of it and we.
are asked to give our consent to adopt the same. I think
that for a province like ours—which is one of the poorest
provinces—we should proceed cautious! ¥, especially when every
year our financial dificultics are increasing.  Still we are adopt-
ing a policy by which we are burdening our province, Although
the Hon'ble the Leader of the House has assured us that all this

mfoney Will go to the Indians and not ga pice of it will go to
England or to the persons who can very well be said to be un-
touchables, but still we have to conside

: er the difficulty and the
future burden with which our province will be saddled. There-
fore, 1 also share the oppositi

on and will say that we siould not
be a party to such a grant wh

! . ich will burden the province and
with a policy which has heen adopted and adopted wrongly.
Babu JAGA’!.‘.NAR.AYAN LAL: 8ir, I do not want t¢ be
long in my opposition to this demand. What I do want most
emphatically is to offer my opposition to this demand before it is
put to vote. In the budget debute there was some discussiop
. if we had the '
we had the power, it was really the heag which we should cut*
down altogether. T am not af all concerned with the difficulty
with which Government haye been landeq, because the difficulty
is a creation of their own, T feel that the way in which the
superannuction allowances gy increasine the alarming rate at
. which the increase has Qeen going on—ig ;ery very objec‘;;ionables
“and that it is a head which should be completely thrown out by
the: Ho}ls‘el at this stage, becayse the ( overnmeqt have agreed 10
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.. . "ecommuté the pgnsiom; and to make up the deficit caused therehy
*" they have brought ‘forward this demand. I should like to take
" this opportunity of entering my stronz voice of protest against
the alarming rapidity with which this is increasing and the

additional injury which has been caused to thie budget and to .4

L

the finances by» restoring to this method of commutation which
- has necessitated an increased expenditure.

The Hon’ble the PRESIDENT : The question is :

That the Coun. il do assewt to 1 supplementary grant of Rs 72 845 to
defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year
euding the 31st day of March, 1927, in respect of Superannuation Allowances
and Pensions.

O

The motion was adopted.

° EXPENDITURE IN ENGLAND.
LEAVE SALARIES AND EXCHANGE.

. Mr. J. D. SIFTON : Sir, I rise to move:
That the Council do assent to a supplem :ntary grant of Rs. v,333 to
> detriay the charges which will ccme in course of payment during the year
ending the 31st day of March, 1427, in respect of Experditure in England.
~ This appropriation has the recommendation of His Excel-
lency Rbhe Govegnor. - <=
~ The explanation of the excess expenditure by the High
Commissioner. is contained in the schedule circulated.

- Mr. JIMUT BAHAN SEN: Sir, I rise to oppose this
motion. The reason which actuates me to oppose this motion is
this. Ever since the Lee Commission made these recommenda-
tions about leave allowances and passage allowarices the number
of cfficers. going on leave ......

Mr. J. D. SIFTON : Sir, it has nothing to do with the Lee
Commission recommendations or with any officers who have been
affected by the recommendations of the Commission.

- Mr, JIMUT BAHAN 8EN: I was just pointing out that
this is a reserved department. v
The Hon’ble the PRESIDENT: There is g difference bet-'~

ween reserved and non-voted. There are certain thiags which

this Council eannot touch. 3 |

Mr. JIMUT BAEIAN. SAE;\T: What I was urging, Sir, that
ever sinde the Lee Commission maide those recommendations the®
number of officers taking advantags of those .reqomm‘?nda.tions:



