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THE BIHAR LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, DEBATES.
The 30th May, 1938.

Proceedings of the Bihar Legislative Assembly assembled under the
provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Patna, on Monday,
the 30th May 1938, at 11-30 A. M., the Hon'ble the Speaker, Mr. Ram
Dayalu Sinhe, in the Chair.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE :
Mr. W, H. Meyrick.

STARRED QUESEION No. 1.

Mr. KRISHNA BALLABH SAHAY : Sir, I would not be able
to answer the starred question.

SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

pMr. KRISHNA BALLABH SAHAY : Sir, Ibeg to lay on the
tablo the information in answer to short notice questions nos. 8 and 9
which were put by Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha on the 10th May, 1938.

REPLY GIVEN IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS BY LORD STANLEY:TO THE
QUESTION ON THE FORMATION OF NEW PROVINCES IN BRITISH INDIA.

g. Dr. SACHCHIDANANDA SINHA : (o) Has attention of the
Hon'ble the Prime Minister been drawn to the reply given in the Houso
of Commons by Lord Stanley (the Under-Secretary of State for India) to

the question pufb by Mr. Ga.ry, M.P., on the 2nd May, on the formation of
pew provinces in British India ?

(b) If so, has the Hon'ble the Prime Minister noticed
Stanley said ¢ that the initiative for cre
the Crown, and that Lord Zetland did no
India to cmbark on a policy of creatio
time ".

1

. : that Lord
ating now provinces restod with
b regard it in the interest of
n of new provinces at the present,
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. MUHAMMAD TAHIR : It I am permisted to suggest & name,
Sir, I wm.qqggegt M. Abdul Majeed to be a member.

The Hon'ble Mr. SHRI KRISHNA SINHA : T have no objection.

Now, Sir, T beg to move :

That the Bihar Legislature (Members® Salaries and Allowances) Bill, 1938, be

referred to a Select Committee consisting of the following members and they be
asked to submit a report in two days’ time ;—

1. Mr. Krishna Ballabh.Sabay,
2. 'Mr. Dip Narayan Sinha,

3. Mr. Ramcharitra Singh,

4. Mr, Tajamul Husain,

8. Mr. Saiyid Ali Manzar, -

6. Mr, Abdul Majeed, end

7. Myself.

The Hon’hle the SPEAKER: The question is :

That the Bihar Legislature (Member’s Salaries and Allowances) Bill, 1938, be
referred to a Select Committoo consisting of the following memborg and that they
be asked’'to submit the report in two. days’ time—

1. Mr. Krishna Ballabh Sahay,

2. Mr. Dip Narayan Sinha,

3."Mr. Ramcharitra Bingh,

4. Mr, Tajamul Husain,

6. Mr. Saiyid Ali Manzar,

6. Mr. Abdnl Majeed, and

7. Hon’ble Mr. Shri Krishna Sinha,

The motion wag adopted.

. The Hon'ble Mr. SHRI KRISHNA SINHA:
introduce the Cess (Amen'dment) Bill at this stage.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER:

Sir, I do not want to

"‘Then let. ug comé to the next item.
h-

THE BIHAR PROHIBITION BILL, 1938 (BILL No. 2 of 1938).

The Hon’ble Mr. JAGLAL CHOUDHURI: Sir, 1 beg to move ;

That the amendments made by the Legiglatiye Council to the Bihar Prohibi.
tion Bill, 1938, which was passed by the Legislative Assembly on the 26th April
1938, be taken into consideration.

The Hen'hle the SPEAKER: The question is :
That the amendments made by the Legislative Council to the Bihar Prohibi-

tion Bill, 1938, which was passed 1, the Legislative Assembly on the 26th April
1938, be taken into conaid'é:-ation_ y ogislative . y ° P

The motion wag adopted.
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The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: The question is :

That in sub-clause (22) of clause 3 of the Bill, the words * the fermented or
unfermented ** be omitted. :

The motion was adopted.

The Howble the SPEAKER : The question is :

That at the end of clause 8 of the Bill, the following new clause be added,
namely :—

« (24) ¢ institution ® includes clubs, restaurants, hotels and shops where
liquor, intoxicating drug or article containing such liquor or drug is sold under

license.”
The motion was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is :

That in clause 13 of the Bill, the words * or suffers * occurring at both the
places be omitted.

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS: May I just ask the Hon’ble the Excise
Minister to state if he is prepared to tell the reason for the omission ?
The Hon'’ble Mr. JAG LAL CHOUDHURI:

« Or suffers” @3 @ IgF AT AT ¥ % MER N AT

% fyr § =1Q A SA:! prosecute (AT I FFA 2 | Permits
$ 123 @ waaq Sar & (5 express AT ag 1

Mr. MURAMMAD YUNUS: May I submit one word in tl'nis con-
nection, Sir ? I confess, I fail to see that if the object of the Hon'ble the

s . . i tari-producin

Minister is that it should be made pumsh.nble to tap any cing
tree, then why should it not bo made punishable for a person who gives
o xp;:ess permission to others to tap a tari-producing tree ? The Hon'ble
the Minister is not ablo to give any satisfactory reasons why the word

« permits ” should not remain.
The Hon’ble Mr. JAGLAL CHOUDHURI: The clause as passed by
the Assemhly was :

Taps any tari:pro
ducing tree belonging
Now, the words « or suffers " are going to be omitted:

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is:
ill, the words * or suffers ” ocourring .at both th)

ducing tree or permits or suffers to be tapped sny tari-pro-
to him or in his possession.

That in clause 13 of the B
places be omitted.
The motion was adopted.

Tho Hon'ble the SPEAKER: The question is:

That in the proviso to sub-clause (2) of clal_lse 26 of the Bill, for the words,
¢ things intended to the ” the words “ things intended to be ’ be substituted.

“['he motion was adopted.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is :

1.
« jquor .
That in sub-clause (@) of clause 29 of the Bill, aftor the word, ] liquot .
occurring at both places, the words, * or intoxicating drug ’* be inserted.
The motion was adopted.
The Hor’ble the. SPEAKER: The question is : 1o v oF
, That in clause 33 of the Bill, after the words * that liquor »* the wor .
intoxicating drug » be inserted.
The motion was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The questionis:

d
That after clouse 33 of the Bill, the following now clause be added
namely :(— :

d
33A. The provincial Government shall exempt all Christian Churches m;n g
their clergymen from the provisions of this Act for possessing or browing wino

such quantity as may be prescribed which ghall be required for tho purpose® 0
Mass or Holy Communion.,

. W BAMGHARE?RA SINGM : Sir, I am opposed to the introdu®”
tion of this clause in the Bil] by the Upper House. I think, Sir, th®

hon’ble members did not properly consider

Bill that Government for religi({:;
to any particular sect or communlll.
ly, Sir, 1 find that in spit;o of a fu

- Purposes will grant license or permit

if wino is required. But unfortunate
«dress debate in thig House. .

LI RSN

ble the SPEAKER :
hich notice has been give

- awendment of vy I am sorry. Thereis anot

D I n by Dr. Sir Gapesh Dulta Singh-
7. 8i 1 : )
amondment, o PNESH DUTTA SINGH : I am ot going to move DY

The Honpi .
bor may proceed,e the SPEAKER : Very well. Then the hon’ble moH

Mg, RAMCHARITRA SINGHK .-
a full-dress debate in this House, ang knowing it full well that the peoP
of this province want that the Wholo provineg should go dry irrespective of
the fact whether a person belongs to & atticular oom g ¢ ); ho mombers 0
the other. House introduce a clause whic munity, i

; h I i - and 18
rather going to defeat the ver find is most reactionary i

. Y Purpose of the B; ig, i
that this now clause should not remain ip t,hl:a,e 1133]11111’ I’bgg go Sil(;) n;lo out
1 hope tho hon'ble members of this ang 1t shou

1 . . . after
Proper consideration they will take g sﬁgzzea\:tlil:ugonslgﬁr 1ij, a<l;]rdHouS‘3 :
should have respect for the feelings ang the Sontimcn(:;.s of tl?e é)opplo which
we jepresent here in this House, 1 hope the Houge il s-ﬁer tho quos*
tion and will drop this amendmeng : 50 Wit consi

. onite Of
As T was saying, Sir, in spite ;)e
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Mr. IGNES BECK : Sir,asa ropresentative of the Christian commu-
pity, I xise to support the insertion of 8 new clause, s clause 33.A’in
tho Bill, exempting the use of liquor to Christians and their clergymen
and also empowering them to brew and possess the required amount- of
liquor for the same purpose. I know, Sir, I will be told that there is
alrcady a provision to that effect in clause 33 which proposes to exempb
liquor required for bona fide religious purposes by notification.  But
excmption by notification is wholly unsatisfactory since it ignores to

_recognise the existence of & well-defined fundamental doctrinal point of
our religion and permits by grace Or sufferance what is ours by right.

Butb bofore I speak on the subject in some detail, I feel it my duty
to impress upon the House the general practice and the attitude of my
community towards the drink problem in general and towards the present
move of the Congress Government in particular. It is hidden to none that
the Missionaries as & whole and the whole rank of the more enlightened of
my commubnity have ever waged, from their very existence in' this country,
o rolentless war against this demon of drink. -Christian activities being
ordivarily more amongst the poor and the destitute, wo have seen and
folt through the experience of ages what untold havoc is being daily
wrought by this vice, and are, more than any one else, convinced that unless
aud until this habit is strenuously fought against and uprooted, there is
little chance cither of social, cconomical or moral uplift of the millions of poor.
Combived with this conviction, there is also a strict religious injunction
on tho Christians to observe and make others observe strict temperance
and sobrity. As & matter of fact, there are sections in my community
who in their zeal go even 80 far as to forbid the use of such things as
cigars, cigarettes, chewing of tobacco and so on and so forth. Without
in the least secking to flatter my community, 1 may say that my commu-
nity was the firs in tho field of India, even in advance of the Congress,
lo raise war-cry against the demon of drink and fight against it glle.ntly
but persistently. To combat this evil, poy have seb up associations,
staged dramnas and magic lantern shows on the evils of drink and from
pulpits as well as public platforms have never c_eased to decry 1t8 evil
offects: 1 might have at this stage enumerated instances, to my greib
advantage, of the method and the extremely uf;eful Yvork that is being doge
on this line by my community; but I fear, timo will ot permit me to do

i i ir, i tO read Ollfu
i : i [ C ] L

touching the stationary oxemption of wine require
The head of the Lutheran Church says :
' inning history in Chota Nagpur
3 Church from the very beginning of her 7
. {ggi{ftﬂ:{eﬁﬂdng of liquor, taré an intoxicating drugs- dConsequently, the
lltzstllx)eran committee cordially welcomos the efforts being made by the Congress
Government t0 combat the drink evil.

Again the Anglican Bishop of Ranchi ssys: .
tative of the Anglican Church in Chota Nagpur, I desire

jef represen R .
As the obics 1F ympathy with.the righteous efforts now being made by

rocord my 8 ; ;
:(l: o pclggzr;r; Government of Bihar to combat the evils of drink traffic.
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- In an'eriiergency meeting, held at Ratichi, on the 19th May, :1?31?0 |
. the. Chota Nagpur Ostholic Sabha, in the name of the _whole Ca obi
population of Chota Nagpur under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of R::l b
expressed its genuine sympathy with the righteous efforts being ma
the Bihar Congress Government to combat the drink evil.

) .o d

Allow me to read, Sir, extracts from the report of Phe Mlssgonﬂl'y i::Y
the Director of the Chota Nagpur Catholic Co-operative Credit So¢ .
Ranchi, touching the present Prohibition Bill :— '

ift o
Two facts may illustrate the sincere desire of the Congress for the u%lf;’ y
the aborigines, two facts which fall also entirely within our scope, that is A

. e : . A . 1
prohibition and amendments to the existing legislation on points which cons
‘tuted a grievance for raiyats. i

i
) i

Although enforced prohibition is illicit in principle as infringing man’s saoz;‘:
privilege of fieedom, yet the law enforcing it is advisable for people who by hes |
abuse of this privilege run headlong to racial suicide, The drink.problem ult i
always been the chief obstacle to the uplift of the aborigines. This is the res¥ "’ i

- of former colonization or conquest policy ; for, it is & historical fact that the 89;
called d_ivilized natio_ng used the bottle of s fiery water ** to vanquish &
exterminate the aborigines. Hence the N ational Government, in its genti®
desire for the uplift of all classes, must naturally have recourse to a reverse Poh‘g
and uproot the obstacle to thig uplift, which is drink ; its efforts aro the mo d

eniorcing prohibition,

P,

memIb}ler(:wull; society there is g fundamental rule that no one may be accepted 88 &
members Tﬁ'm gven to dr unkenness; and Yot there are drunkards even among ob .
the b om).wemlsv;,}llcebm responsible for many bad arrears in the loans of the soclﬁa’;'
former drink: 0 became members in g moment of sobriety soon returned to t

) e
time and money in the grogshop- S0

-

17
. lesome when d . but the fao
re e 0, used moderately ; bu .

with all g oo o only drinking rice-beor, the habit of qiing 15 acquire’s
eborigines drink 'bothnzzqt}?nces attached to drunkenness; moreover m t

N at !/
e country f)pirit Preparad inozlllle and in the grogshop ; and everyone knows t i

and body. © grogshop i vile stuff and a poison for both 80 d
poverty of the aboum ii; gll:) t:hli:ef cause of all the quarrels, murders

agpur,
My conclusion on this ; o1 tho
measure of prohibition ; anq | :ffﬁﬁui“ that wo must, fully sympathize with £

rink evil, Byt now on the othé*
i asking for the sbatutm‘l};
810us purposes, no sensible m3
Exempti w of prohibition lfgefihgﬂ

. ivi * 0n go . o aa
beV‘?f‘?ge nor as Privilege of concegsion, blllltg 22 l:nnoz ::a::ia lq alifod
{ xemlseOi an inhel‘ellb l‘ight of our fﬁligion. The use 0
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wine in the sacrament .of.the Holy ‘Eucharist, :as it:is called and which. -
signifies the food and drink of bhe soul, is & well-establishéd ' doctrinal
point or the ~ dogma of the church, instituted by Christ Himself and
commanded to perpetuate it in qommemoration of His Passion and Death.
As & matter of fact, the command of the Master has been mosf
sérupulously and literally carried out through the ages.of two thousand
years down to our.own dayin all the Christian churches.: Thus the
oxistence and the age-long practice of such & well-defined fundamental
doctrinal point has to be recognised in the body of the Act and exemption
by notification could never be deemed to meet our unchangeable point of
view. In other words, for the safeguarding of such central point of our
religion, legislature must be held responsible and it cannot be left to the
care and mercy of the Provincial Government alone.

No sooner was the question of Prohibition scheme contemplated by
different Provincial Governments, then the ecclesiastical authorities took
every precaution to present and press their view points before the Congress
Righ Command, as well as to Provincial Governments and States when the
- time camoe. Accordingly, in December, 1937, on the occasion of the All-
India Euchrastine Congress, which was summoned to honour and worship
this very sacrament in which wine i8 required and on which occasion
thousands and thousands of Christiens assembled from all over India,
Burma and Ceylon, the Catholic Hierarchy, that is, the Bishops
and Prelates of India, Burma: and Oeylon sat in Council under
the Presidency of His Excellency the Papal Legate for India and
after mature deliberation passed the following resolution :—

(Religious rights and the Prohibition Act.)
1. The aim of Government.

i i to safeguard of
taken for granted that Government aim at the adeque >
l'elig:'i:(‘:u:aus rights under g}rle Prohibition Act, and that they myittgeanom. see to it

that the Prohibition Act, in no way, derogates from these rights.

i h ion of the Roman Catholio
i incipl respectfully set forth in the _resolut.uon of ¢} .
Hierle“éiglyj 1;)l?<I”npcvl?osv,l,813u’srlx)na. and Ceylon adopted in their meeting in Madras on

the 31st December, 1937, under the prosidency of His Excellency, the Papal
Legate, which is given below. o

II. Statement of_ religious _rights; by the Roman Catholic Hierarchy’ apropos
of the .Proj‘?cted Prohibition Act. . | f

‘ Sacrifice of the-Mass is the essential and daily ,swlﬁ.c!e of .
the ﬁo‘gggr%{:tﬁgﬁfglllﬁtch and WHEREAS the uge of Bread gud wine is by |

Divine Institution require ‘Jor this essential exercise of  our religion, be it
1vine

therefore. ‘ .
‘ he Roman Catholic Hierarchy of India, Burma
Resolved that t?i?uﬁ”;n:g%r;&f ‘;;o the various provinces and states to.recognise
and Ceylon r.eSP!;gom grapes must be made available for Sacramental purposes
by law thab »/°0 Catholic Priest. The mero issue of Permits could never be
to every Ron:nﬂ;’eting our unchangeable point of view, and if Religious Freedom
°°ﬁs’%§§°%r?e Exercise of our_ Religion is to be guaranteed, we must ask for
an

Exemption by Law and not by Permit "

, the Roman Catholic Hierarchy in Bibar respectfully request
Govgrlx;n'g::r ;%91: drafting the Prohibiion Act to state explicitly in the body




M52 ' BIHAR PROHIBITION BILL. [30TH MAY

of "the Act. that * Nothing in this Act {s to be ‘construed as derogatory.;: .
traditional Religious Practices, ’’ and specifically that, ¢ this Act exempts Wit
made from grapes for Sacramental purposes. ’

Again when the Bihar Prohibition Bill was submitted to the S_01¢gb :
Committee, I requested my party to include my name in the Qommlt ee
and I pressed my point for statutory exemption both in the sittings as W:a ‘
as’outside to the authorities knowing full well the well-defined {fundamenta”.
rights of that religion. But due to want of time and hurry for Prmt_m% _
and presenting the Report- of the Select Committee, I had hardly tlmr\;
to do the needful. Therefore, when the Bill, having passed the Low®
House came up for consideration to the Upper House, the amendment was
‘moved with the fullest support of the ecclesiastical authorities and wib
the full public backing bebind it. Subsequently, when the intention 0% -
Government was manifest to the Christian public in their reply to ;tbe
amendment, public meetings of protests were held all over the I’rOV{nce :
and their unchangeable demands were reiterated in the shape of resolutions .
and statements and released to press for the information of Governmen®
and the public. I know, Sir, the present Government are a popu]ﬁr
Government, which profess to be guided by popular views in matters
at least, that are just and reasonable. But it is to be waited and seeD
whether the democratic principles of this Government can be taken to be
a general one or whether that principle can be said to be applicable only %0
particular cases and with reference to particular community only.

] .We are warned, Sir, in this connection that the safety of the minority
11es' in the good will of the majority community and the good will of the
ma]onty. community can be assured only by trust being put in majori"y
community. We are reminded that trust begets trust. Sir, never fOF
8 moment have wo doubted the truth of this statement. But ibt18
alt';oge_t@er a different matter when a well-defined fundamental right of.
minonties is disregarded. It'is an admitted fact and it is pretty natural
that the less_ powerful should stand in fear and diffidence of the mO}'°
powerful and it is more the duty of tho majority to create confidence 12

the ‘minority by respecting and gccedi at hte an
aspirations of minorities, - g ceding to the legitimate rig -

Again, just as it is true that the well bejs . seo lies in the
trust it puts in the majority, ing of the minority li

; ' ' 80 it is equally true, if not more, that tho
existence gnd permanency or stability of the mejority lies in the amoun’
of good will that it can create in the m nds of minorities,

At this stage, perhaps, we will be told, Sir, by Govegiment that they
have not the least objection or difficulties in acceding to the demands Of
the Christians but for the administrative difficulties. I beg to submils
in the first place, Sir, that no amount of exemption by notification is goin8
Yo melt away the administrative difficultics of Government. Secondly, i

” ;:30;‘;?1& 9;;_N!‘Ong principle to disregard and sacrifice the woll-cstab:
G gitimate right inori ke ©
administratice difﬁcultfeg.s of any helpless minority for the sak
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1 would in passing like to point out to Government that when the
Law of Prohibition was enforced in America, they had not the least diffi-
culty asI am told in granting statutory exemption on the matter and Govern.
tént of their own acoord made statutory provision for brewing aud posses-
sing the required amount of liquor for religious proposes and thoy had not
the least trouble on this score. If prohibition failed in America, it was
not from this source.

Finally, Sir, it has been proclaimed from public platforms as well as
given out in private talks that Congress is pledged to defend the rights of
the minorities and safeguard and respect their religious rights and senti-
ments, Here is then a golden opportunity offered to Congress to prove to
the world of the genuineness of their statemonts and dispel any doubt the
minorities may havo on the matter.

Sir, before I conclude my speech, I have to submit one or two points
to clear the misconceptions that may he created with regard to the exemp-
tign sought. In the latter part of the clause, we have asked for exemp-
tion to brew wine required for the sacramental wuse. Sir, the reason for
asking to have this right is not directly upon religious ground, but due to
church administrative difficulties. We have to gt the required amount
of wine but whother we get that amount from the country or from America
or from any other place, or wo brew it at home, it matters little to Govern-
menf. What Government have to do when we have the right of brewing
is to sec to the required amount of liguor. The operation of brewing will
be entirely under the control and supervision of the Excise Department and
only that amount of liquor will be brewed which is required for religious
purposes and after that the brewing machine may be under the lock and
key of Government, Sir, ordinarily we get our wine from Europe or South
Africa or even from India. Now, suppose, there is a world war which is
not at all unlikely, how are we to get wine from Europe or from Africa
when the sea route is closed ? Again if there is prohibition enforcgd all
over India and brewing of wino is probibited, how are we to get it even
from India ? These are our practical difficulties for which we embody that
pi}';t of the exemption in the body of the Bill

The second point which I want to clear is that there is a misconception
in the minds of many that Christian churches arc places of drunkenness.
I quite understand that people, ignorant of Christian practices, should take
things in this light. But I regret very much to note that such incorroct
information without any attempt to get at the right information should be
given such wide publicity even in papers. This lowers the esteem of the
paper and shows a want of culture in the man who thus hurts the religious
feolings of others.

The corract religious practice is that Catholics use in their services
only ono cruet of wine for each priest or one bottle for six or seven days.
The laitys do not-participate in this form inthe Catholic community.
Amongst the Protestants both the laity and the clergy partake of it, but
hardly one sip each man and this too once a week or moro commonly
once a month. This is the position. I submit that after this, thore is no

12 227 Logis.
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ground to suppose that they can misusc their right. 4s I have nlrt;:dlg ,
shown in the previous part of the spcech, my community as aw Oi; 4
is fighting for the uplift of the poor and until and unless this vice t.hevt !
rooted out, we cannot speak of social, moral and economic }1phfﬁ of o
eonatry. But on religious ground we claim statutory exemption, as _exemPn- '
tion by notification will not meet our viewpoint. To illustrate it by 8B
example, suppose exemption of notification means that you admib -myr‘ ;
Tight of ownership over a house, still you ask me to use it in the mﬂnne_ 4
and when you like it. This is the position in the matter which we cana‘.
20t accept as shown. With theso words, Sir, I submit, that the Congresd .

it i ey

respect the interests and the religious sentiments of the minorities, sbould’ i
consider my points. 1 appeal once more to Government and thro\lgh' i
Government to every member and to every soction of this House to support
tho insertion of the new clause 33-A in the BilL (Clapping from. the
visitors’ gallery.) :

The Hon'blo the SPEAKER : Otder, order. Visitors are nob to.

_ participate in the proceedings of the House bither by clapping orin any,

other way.

Mr. BONIFACE LAKRA : Sir, I rise to support tho insertion of
the now clause 33A in the Bihar Prohibition Bill. But as my friend,
Mr. Beck, who represents the Indian Christian Community, has already.
dealt long and wide and has explained to the Houso in its fullest details the’
religious principle involved and the exemption we demand on behalf of
the Chn§t1ans, I do not like to take the tims of the House in explaining
once again the religious intricacies of the Prohibition Bill, but 1 regreb
to remark that this Prohibition Bill has comd just after the very boginning
of the Congress Government, when the policy of the Congress Govern-,
ment, to make the country dry within throe years, has been proclaimed
and our Christianity says that liquor is absolutely necessary for
religious purposes. So here is the question whether the Congress
Government will recognise the natural rights of the Christians; whother
Government will constitute themselves as real natural guardian of the
minorities or whether they will by gheir overwhelming majority
tyrannise the rights of the minorities, Sir, we quite understand what
this Congress Government say—and we also accopt it—but still we
have to sce whether they are really a popular Government, They have
been telling us in scason and out of scason that they are the real:
representativo Government and that this House represents all sections -
of the community. We accepted that, and we have been _accepting
that so far; but now we want to see whether this sweet theory is simply
& theorotical saying or is to e translated into actual practice. I beg to
tell you and the House, and I Leg to submit that we have not the least
disregard for this Congress Government. We, the Christians, have
great reverence and respect for Government copstituted in this province,
but still Wo respeet it not as an absolute sovereign authority but only
a8 a representative of the Almighty God. It is only becauso this that
Congress Government represent some divino attributes, that is, ‘to- secur®
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‘peace and order in this world for the social welfare of the people, that
‘we accept that they have and possess one very high authority as
'oxists and has the sanction of God. But we maintain that this
authority is o human authority based upon the will of the people as
supported by the people’s will and has no authority and jurisdiction to
fovade the rights and religion of ours. But in spite of this, this authority
wants to ontrench itself upon the commandments of the Almighty God.
‘W beg to say, Sir, that when it does so, it goes beyond its jurisdiction.
Now, let us'sce Sir, whether this Congress Government by granting us
permits by notification (that is simply by the grace of Government) are
‘going to interfere or are likely to interfere with our religion or not. Wa
Christians believe that Christ is our God. Christ, before he was to be
crucified, gave to his disciples wine and said : ¢+ This is my blood.”
He sgain took bread and blessed it and said : «This my body ". Now,
"when Ohrist Himself, God Himself, commanded wus that this wine
when consecrated by the priest is changed from wine inte the blood of

- Christ, and when he asked us to take it so that we may have our life

over-lasting and attain salvation, we must foarlessly and constantly
and courageously obey that commandment, for after all this wordly life
is but a probation for the next world. Now this very commandment of
Christ, this very commandment of God seems to be in conflict. with the
policy of the Congress Government, Now, I hope that the Congress
Govornment which are for the good of the people and which want to
win us Swaraj and want that cach community, cach and each religion,
ghould find equal opportunity to have complete freedom for practising
and oxercising its religious rights, will not only under pressure but of their
own accord rocognise our rights. We do not say that the Cong:ess
Government have been ungenerous towards us. The quarrel is not se
much about the interference to give us wine for saclfaxpental purposes
but the degree of recognition. If Government recogmise our natural
rights, then 1 will assort that natural right, which even tte Congress
Government accept because they have great regard for the religion ‘_of tl.leu-
people. 1f the Government are going to give us licence by notificaticn,
we understand this to be as a maiter of grace; because today they are
giving it to us, tomorrow thoy may take it away. Perhaps the Congress
Govornment are going to test our sincercty as to whether we are really
true Christians or simply we profess tho Christian religion. 1f that is
their idea, then that is a different matter and only time will show whether
Christians will be rsady to lay down their lives to defend their religious
rights. Since the Congress Government stand up for every section of
“the people and since we are in a minority, I hope, . they. ynll accept t.,bat;
we, the minorities, have the same right to exerciso our civic and religious

rights as the majority community. With these few words, 1 beg ta
resume my seab.

Mr. TAJAMUL : HUSAIN: Sr, I am myself by nature and

' ‘rleligion for total prohibition.

Mr. BALDEVA SAHAY. (Advooate-General) 1 1 am so glad to
hear that. .
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. Mr._TAJAMUL HUSAIN : But I do not wish, in any way, t0

’ : ‘e R . - . - Ny o th’e
interfere with the roligious rights of any community. 1t has been,. Sir, th
: '&et?la'réd policy df'Gilvg;mmenb of the past and the present not to interfere

: igious rights of any community. I believe, Sir, it is also the
gg‘;hg::;es rtig;lutiong that the Congress will re'spegt; and protect ?1}9
minorities and their rights and everything else belanging to the minorities.
Now, Sir, the only question before us is whether the Christians have &

. If it is proved
before the House that it is the religious right of the Christian oommun;gy
to use wines for religious purposes in Churches, then Government will

‘have no alternative but to exempt them from the operation of this Act.

After hearing the Christian members, I am convince
fundamental and inherent right of the Christians to use
for religious purposes. I am told, Sir,
years, the Christians had been scrupulously
such & manner. The belief of the Christians is that just before Christ—
their Lord—was about to be crucified, he held a supper with his twelve
disciples and there he broke tho bread, gave it to his disciples and these
were the words which he used then : :

d that it is the
wine in Churches
that for the last two thousand
and religiously using wines in

This is my body whieh is given unto you.

This shows that according to Christians breg
Christ. The next sentence is : He drank wine a

This is my blood which is shed for you. Do this as oft as you can.

Such, T helieve, is the belief of the Christians, They say that these
senlences appear in Mathews, Luke mark, John, Acts and Epistles. I
such is their belief, then Government will have no alternative: but. to
exempt wine in their case from the operation of this Bil],

Sir, even in the United States- of America, whon that country went
dry and there was total prohibition,

A ot Government thought it best to exempt
Christians to use wine for religious purposes.

Bir. RAMCHARITRA SINGH : Whore ?
Mr. TAJAMUL HUSAIN : In the Unite
Wr. RAMCHARITRA SINGH :

d represents the body of
nd said ;

d States of America,

It was not done .in the United:
M. TAJAMUL MUSAIN :. If my frieng does not k he shonld

read the Statute of that country. Even in Turkey, in Afghsg;:;:ar? 21:xflnilg'

Persia which are Muhammadan ¢

ountries, wine is prohibited but the
Christians are exempted. Therefore, 1 submit that since it is a religious

right of the Christians, I must, on behalf of the Congress, plead for the
cially appeal to thg Prima

exempt tho Chrigis
accept the amendment of the Upper Chamber. 18 and

“Wr. SAIYID RAFIUDDIN AHMAD RIZVI : Ttis reqp Si
SWrPrising to find o Mussalman member on the flo J» Sirs

L of this Hougg to

¥Speech not corrected by the hon'blg membep
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. that they should be permitted to drink freely like fish. (Laughter.).
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-associate himself with the question of drink and exemption and appeal to:

Government for exemption (A voice: ¢ Shame'’). It has really given the"
& shock in my life. , : :
The simple question before the House is whether the Christians
should be oxempted under clause 33, or under clause 83:A,~~whether- they
be granted a statutory right, or whether a permit or a license will be
suffictént to meet their néeds and remove -‘their grievances. There is no
question of -discussing a religion here, and it would be latghing at religion,
if things are degraded to this lovel. It has been said that for 2,000 years,
Christians have been - drinking freely and they should be allowed to difnk
freely. . - R -
' Mr. IGNES BECK : Sir, may I know what the: hon’ble. member
medns by using the expression * drinking freely ” 2 ' _

‘Mr. SAIYID RAFIUDDIN AHMAD RiZVI : I have been referring,
Sir, to-bhe last spech made by the hon’ble member from Sitamarhi. Hbé
tas said, Sir, that even in Porsia and other Islamic countries exemptions
Yave been made in favour of Christians.

Mr. TAJAMUL HUSAIN : Isaid that excoptions were made for
wine béing used for religious purposes in Churches only. I 'did 16t eay

. Mr. SAIVID RAFIUDDIN AHMAD RIZV] : Now, Sir, I have not
béeh able to appreciate what the difficulty is with the Christians. If they
can exercise their religious rights under a license or permit, it is in the
interost. of -the Christian religion itself to come forward and help
Government and put a stop to this evil This will ke the bost way of.
doing it. It will be impossible for the Obristian community to control it
properly. 1If a free license is given and if people indulge in it without
somvo check, things may como to such a pass that it will be really impas-
gible for tho Christian community to control it. They themselves have"
said and advocated, as has been just now said by my hon’ble friend who
quoted resolutions from so many different societies and associations.-of -
Churches and Bishops that tl}ey are in favour of prohibition, that the
country should go dry; and so it was expected that the hon’ble members
ropresenting Cbri.stia.ns would come apq support Government. Here, Sir,
no right ie being infringed. Their religion is not endangéred. - What ig
wanted 'is that they should have the exercise of their roligious rights.
I have not been ablo to appreciate the difficulty that.they have béen
labouring under. What_ is the poict that they are wanting to make out ?
Ona -of my hon’blg— friends has said that their religious rights are being
infringed under clause 33-A. My friend has not been able to explain,
how. 1 oppose the amendment with the force at my command, Wa
know-that the Congress Government are for the free exercise o ‘
rights and for freedom of roligion, but there should not be o
under the cloak of 1eligion, in the namo of religion,
como to such a pass that it will bo difficult for thos

f all religious
ny such thing
that things may
¢ professing that
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religion to control it and to miake a better society and present & better
_picture. That is what I have to submit and really it was a shock to me
that a Muslim member should stand up and support the amendment
under debate. o

'Mr. MUHAMMAD SHAFI:
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- Mr. SAIYID RAFI UDDIN AHMAD RIZVI: ,
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The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : The hon’b .
of a second speech. on’ble member has no right

_ . Mr. SAIVID RAFIUDDIN AHMAD RIZVI: Sir, I was only
e;replammg my position and giving & reply to the point so far as it concerns
me. ‘

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : The hon'ble :
personal explanation but he cannot make a second sp;:glt:ber oy malie

Mr. SAIYID RAFIUDDIN AKMAD RIZVi:
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ir. RAMCHARITRA SINGH : Can the hon'ble momber quote
gentence from the Quoran so that other members may know whether there
is a passage which gives freedom to people professing other religions to
drink. ' ' ) .

The Hon'hle the SPEAKER : Order, order.
" Mr. MUHAMMAD SHAFI :
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The Provincial Government shall exempt all Christian churches and their
clergymen from the provision of this Act for possessing or brewing wine in such
quantity as may be prescribed which shall be required for the purpose of Mass
and Holy Communion,
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“Mr. SAIYID ALI MANZAR : Sir, I am greatly surprised at my
hon’ble friend, Mr Rizvi, for having taken recourse to the principles of

Islam in this matter. I am afraid, he does not know his duties and

responsibilities as a member of this House. |
Mr. SAIYID RAFIUDDIN AHMAD RIZVI : More than you.

Mr. SAIYID ALl MANZAR : That is.to .be seen. Sir, my friend
can legitimately inform the House about the principles of Islam in matters
concerning the Muslims, but certainly he cannot take up the doctrine of
Islam and apply the same in the cause of n9n-Muslims. My friend forgets
that the main principle of Islam is toleration. Mr. Shafi has just now
told us that toleration is the main factor in the life of the Muslims. I-
could have understood Mr. Rizvi, if he as o Mohammadan in this very
House when the Money-Lender Bill was introduced and was being passed,

had raised a protest saying that it was against his religion and that he
would not be a party to the sanction of interest which is forbidden by
Islam. May I know from Mr. Rizvi if he raised even his little finger by
way of protest when the Money-lenders Bill was being passedin this
House ? The answer is, no. Therefore, I submit that it is not open to
any Mohammadan to bring the principle of Islam when the question of
non-Muslim is being discussed on the floor of the House, In Hyderabad,
the ruler is a Muslim and a very staunch Muslim. Does my friend
contend that in Hyderabad there is no temple, there is no church ? Sir,
there are thousands of temples. Hindus, Chiristians and men of all other
communitties are enjoying full religious liberties under the ruler of Hyderabad.
Therefore, to say here, that because our religion prohibits the use of wine,
it shall be binding on each and every non-Muslima individual, would be

absurd. Now, Sir, I come to the merit of the clauses. In this clause the
only permission that will be given will be to use wine in churches for
certain purposes. I think, Sir, the hon’ble members who have spoken
before have already enlightened the House about the occasion on which
the wine is to be used. Imay repeat that among the Protestants this wine
is passed and each momber of the audience has just a sip. Among the
Roman Catholics, the audience do not participate in this wine, but it is
only the priests who have a sip. Can any one in this House say that by
a more sip of the wine amongst the Protestants and by just one full sip

amongst the Catholic priests there is any danger of its abuse ? So far

Sir, we do not know of a single instance where there has been any abuse’
of this custom or this wine in any Roman Catholic or Protestant Churches.

Apart from all this, Sir, I do submit that it is for no Government—whether
they be a Congress Government or any other Government—to force the

people to adopt or to think in the same strain as they do in matters of
religion. Every person is entitled undera good Government to have his
full liberty of religious performances and there is no reason why this

Government should make a departure from the ordinary rule of good
Government, -

' Then, Sir, it has been

. said that a notification will probably serve the
purpose. I submit that it

will be safer to have this as a matter of right
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than to leave it to the good grace or the indulgence of Government.
Supposing, Sir, we have a Prime Minister like Mr. Riavi, I shall tell you
that he will be the last person to promulgate the notification.

Mr. RAMCHARITRA SINGH : The hon’ble member should know
that there is a joint responsiblity.

Mr. SAIYID ALI MANZAR : The voice of the Prime Minister will
prevail. Therefore, I will submit that it will not be gafe to rely upon
notification and it will bo in the interest of the Christians that there should
be made a separate clause as is embodied in 33A. I, therefore, appeal to
the House that'in such matters they should give full indulgence to the
Christians and let them enjoy their religion as they like without any
modification or dictates from us.

Mr. NIRAPADA MUKHARJI : Sir, I followed very . keenly the
interesting debate that is going on for some time past in this House and I
am amazed to find that unnecessary heat has been brought in the speeches
of the hon’ble members sitting opposite. The question before this House is
whether Government in introducing prohibition are to make certain
exempticns in the case of certain religious susceptibilities prevailing in the
province. I have no quarrel with my hon’ble Christain friends sitting
on the opposite side when they say that their religious susceptibilities
must be respected. I beg most respectfully to submit before the House
that Government have already by clause 33 accepted vhat principle and
they have respected the religious susceptibilities of my Christain friends
I submit, Sir, that clause 33 covers all the objections that have been
raised by my hon’ble friends on the other side. 1 h.ave no quarrel with
what has been urged by my hon’ble friends belonging to t.he Christain
fuith. They say that in their churches on certain ceremonial occasions
wine has to be used. Likewise, Sir, I may inform my friends on the other
side that in Hindu society and in Hindu religion, there is a great sect
known as Tantrik, where wine is absolutely indispensable in their religious
performances.  Sir, when Government are committed to prohibition and
when this House has already given its sanction to that principle, the only
thing the House has to sce is whether the religious susceptibilities of those
seciions of the Hindu community as woll as of those belonging to Christain
faith have beon safeguarded or not.

Here I begto read clause 33, so that everybody may know what is
contained in that clause. Clause 33 is :

The Provincial Government may, by notification, declare that liquor or
intoxicating drug required by persons other than Musalmans for bona fide
religious purposes to be specgﬁed in suph notification s.h.all be exempt from all
or any of the provisions of this Act subject to such conditions and restrictions as
may be speciﬁed in _such notification.

Sir, the very mention of the word « exempt” shows the recognition of
susceptibilities of thote 1cligious  eects and thote ieligious ccmmunities
which do require wine for the performance of certain religious furctions.
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- Mn - MUHAMNAD SHAFI : Under clause 33, you empower
Government to exempt,but you do not exempt the churches under the Bill,
whereas under clause 33A the position is different.

Mr. NIRAPADA MUKHARJI : Sir, exactly that was what I was
going to submit that it was a distinction without differences. There
Was no necessity to insist on clause 33A.

"The Howble the SPEAKER : The hon’ble member said that it is
optional with Government and not obligatory under clause 33.

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS : Does the hon’ble member want to
change the expression «« The Provincial Government may ” into ¢ The
Provincial Government shall ’*2

Mr. NIRAPADA MUKHARJI : Sir, my answer is in the negative
I draw his attention to the following :—

The Provincial Government may by notification declare that liquor or intoxi -
cating drug required by persons other than Muhammadans for bong fide religious
purposes to be specified in such notification shall be ex empt.

The consequential relief, Sir, which Government propose to give is
obligatory. Government, certainly, do reserve to themselves the right of
examining how far the claims advanced by particular religious groups are
bona fide. So far as that is concerned, it is « may ”. But as soon as
Government are satisfied that these things are required for the performance
of certain religious functions then “shall ” comesin. Government are
bound to exempt them from the operation of this Act. The moment
Government come to this conclusion that wine and intoxicating drugs are
required for religious functions by certain sects, the word « shall " comes
into play.,, But why ¢ may ” has been used in the first clause is to enable
Government to examine the proposals made by the different religious
sets—whether they be Christians or Hindus or aboriginals. Certainly, if
Government do not reserve to themselves that power, this Prohibition Bill
will be quite useless. So, Government must have that power.
they are satisfied that a particular section of the people—whethe
to the Chistian faith or the Hindu faith or any other faith—requires the
use of wine for bona fide religious purposes, Government are bound to
exempt such section from the operation of this Act. Therefore, Sir, I
think it is just like a tempest in a tea-pot. It is nothing more than that,
Sir. In certain speeches, I am sorry to say, the bona fides of the Govern
ment have been assailed. But I would appeal to them to examine clause
83 in the light of the interpretation that I have put upon this clause, and
they will be satisfied that Government have accepted their separato entity,
that Government have respected their religious susceptibilities and that
gr::e:n::ent do by clause 33 propose to exempt wines and intoxicatm%
wangtt, o elnntg i‘;& required for the performance of religious rights. I do no
my friend M S(l;:ilim mterestm'g controversy that was going on between
. and Mr. Rizvi or my hon'ble friend, Mr. Manzar—I

210 not & student of I ¢ultnre and, therefore, I am not in & position

As soon as
r belonging
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to say what is exactly enjoined by that religion. If my hon’ble friend,
Mr. Shafi or Mr. Manzar, wants to be magnanimous in the matter of grant-
ing exemption of wines, I have no quarrel with them. - Government have
already recognised that principle. If under the cover of this support to
the Christian community, they want to bring discredit on Government,
that is quite a different matter.

Mr. SAIYID ALI MANZAR : I do not understand what my hon'ble

‘friend means by ¢« bringing discredit . :

Mr. NIRAPADA MUKHARIJI : I want to say that, if in the garb of
exhibiting sympathy with the Christian community, they want to say that
Government are trampling upon the religious susceptibilities of a minority,

. T beg to submis, Sir, that it can bear one and one interpretation only that

on this plea they want to bring discredit on Government.

Mr. MUHAMMAD SHAFI : May I, Sir, explain my position ?
1 never said that Government were opposed to clause 33-A, but I said that
one member belonging to the Congress Party was opposed to clause 33-A.
That was only what I said, and I made an appeal and that appeal was
made to the members of the whole House without casting any -aspersion
on any member of the House. :

Mr. NIRAPADA MUKHARJSI @ T am very much pleased, Sir, to
hear that there was no intention of casting any reflection upon Govern.-
ment. A reading of clause 33-A would, as I have already submitted,
make the position aloue clear.

1 have not the least doubt in my mind that my hon’ble f{riend,
Mr. Shafi, and my hon’ble friend, Mr. Manzar, will now stand satisfied
that Government far from trampling upon religious susceptibilities of any
particular community are respecting, as far as it is necessary, their feel.
ings in the matter. Government as well as the House are committed to
prohibition. ~ There must be a limit to exemption. If a carle blanche is
issued to Christian community or for the matter of that to the Tantric
community in the Hindu society, there is no meaning in this” Prohibition

Act.

Mr. MUHAMMAD SHAFI : Under clause 33-A, exemption is only
asked for on the occasion of Mass and Holy Communion and for no other

occasion and purpose

Mr. NIRAPADA MUKHARJEE : That is 33-A.  Iread clause,
33 and put an interpretation on that claqsg and I believe you now stand
satisfied that they have respected the religious susceptibilities of commu-
nities intercsled in the wuse of winc on ceremonial occasions.

That is my point.

Mr. MUHAMMAD S!-,lAFl: May} say that in clause 33, the
words ¢ shall be exempted ” do not occur in the first part. of the clause ?
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These words occur only in the second part which means that Government
are not bound to exempt them, but when such order has been given, then
i6 is binding on the officers of Government.

Mr. NIRAPADA MUKHAJEE : Supposing, Sir, after the passage
of this Bill, if certain individual of a certain locality comes forward_ before
Government with the prayer that he wants two drams of wine for
the performance of his religious worship, will Government at onco issue
2 blank cheque in his favour ?

(Inaudible interruptions by Mr. Shafi.)

Therefore, the word « may ” has been used hero. Government
certainly reserve -the right to themselves to enquire into the necessity of
the use of such wine and as soon as they are satisfied, the words * shall
exempt ”’ come in.

Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS: Even if in clause 33, the word
“ May " is altered into « ghall ", the right of Government to examine the
bona fide of the claim for the use of wine remains, because the words
« bona fide ” already occur in that clause,

Mr. NIRAPADA MUKHAHJI : That bona fide is to be read with
the word « way ”,—

May, by notification, declare the liquor or intoxieating drug required by

persons other than Mussalmans for bona fide ligi ecified
in such notification. fide religious purposes to b ep

That is to say the enquiry stage includes enquiry into the bona fide
nature of the transaction, otherwise Government{ will not issue that
notification, and as soon ag Government are satisfied that there is the
bona fide necessity for the use of wine or intoxicating drug, then
Government have no other alternative but to issue an order of exemp*ion.
Therefore, under the circumstances, Government’s intention is very clear
on the subject and I can assure my friends belonging to the Christian faith

communities. 1 beg t) assure thay Government by clause 33 have
9lre§dy assured them of the free exercise of their rights without any
Infringement whatsoever. With these words, I beg to resume my seat.

The How'ble Mr. SHRI KRISHHA SINHA : Sir, we have not
n:;uch ‘work to do to-morrow. The only serious work is the consideration
%ﬂlth: 5 aka{:ht Bill. We have to wait for the Agricultural Income Tax
and tl(: efﬁmsbed b.y the Council which may take two or three days more

» bherelore, there is no harm, if the House gits to-morrow at 2 P.M.

Mr. CHANDRESHVAR PRASHAD t These
are official days and the convenience of Gover':a?nl::vﬁtgds:;‘i? gs..
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Mr. MUHAMMAD YUNUS : To-morrow we shall have further
discussion over the Prohibition Bill, I think ?

The Hon’ble Mr. SHRI KRISHNA SINHA : Yes, yes. I do not
want to shut out any discussion on the Prohibition Bill.

The House then adjourned till 2 p.M. of Tuesday, the 31st of May, 1938,

-
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